ekycap I'anna I'ennadiigna,
cmapuwiull 8uK1a0ay Kagheopu MosHoi ni02omoesKu
J[Hinposcbko20 depatcasrno2o ynisepcumemy HYmMpIUHIX Cnpas

CURRENT ISSUES OF EXPANDING BARRIER-FREE
ACCESSIBILITY IN UKRAINE

Barrier-free accessibility has become one of the key priorities of modern
Ukrainian society. The concept of accessibility includes the creation of conditions in
which every person, regardless of age, physical abilities, social status, or health
condition, can participate fully in social life. In recent years, Ukraine has made
significant efforts to improve inclusivity and eliminate barriers in public spaces,
education, transportation, healthcare, and digital services. However, despite positive
changes, many serious problems still remain unresolved [1; 4].

One of the most urgent challenges is the insufficient accessibility of urban
infrastructure. Many public buildings, educational institutions, hospitals, railway
stations, and administrative centers remain difficult or impossible to access for people
with disabilities. Although ramps and elevators are gradually being installed, they are
often designed incorrectly and do not meet international standards. In many cities,
sidewalks are uneven, pedestrian crossings are unsafe, and public transportation lacks
proper equipment for people with limited mobility. As a result, many citizens still face
social isolation and difficulties in everyday life [2].

Another important issue concerns transportation accessibility. Public transport
in Ukraine is only partially adapted for people with disabilities. Low-floor buses and
trams are still insufficient in number, especially in small towns and rural areas. Railway
stations and metro systems also require modernization. In addition, audio and visual
announcements are not always available for people with hearing or visual impairments.
The absence of accessible transportation limits people’s opportunities for education,
employment, healthcare, and social interaction [5].

The educational system also faces significant barriers. Inclusive education has
become more widespread in recent years, but many schools and universities are still
not fully prepared to provide equal opportunities for all students. Educational
institutions often lack qualified specialists, psychological support, adaptive
technologies, and accessible facilities. Teachers may not receive sufficient training on
how to work effectively with children who have special educational needs.
Consequently, students with disabilities may experience discrimination,
misunderstanding, or reduced access to quality education [3].

Digital accessibility is another growing concern in the modern world. Ukraine is
actively developing digital government services and online platforms, but not all
websites and applications are accessible to people with disabilities. Some online
resources are difficult to use for individuals with visual impairments because they lack
screen-reader compatibility or proper text formatting. Digital inequality may prevent
certain groups of people from accessing important information, educational
opportunities, or public services [6].
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The ongoing military conflict has further intensified the problem of barrier-free
accessibility in Ukraine. Thousands of people have suffered injuries and acquired
disabilities as a result of the war. Therefore, the need for rehabilitation centers,
accessible housing, inclusive employment opportunities, and psychological support
has increased dramatically. Veterans and civilians affected by the war require
comprehensive social integration and equal participation in public life. Under such
circumstances, accessibility becomes not only a social issue but also a humanitarian
necessity [4].

At the same time, Ukrainian society has demonstrated growing awareness of
inclusivity and human rights. Government initiatives, public organizations, and
international partners actively support projects aimed at creating a barrier-free
environment. In 2021, Ukraine introduced the National Strategy for Creating a Barrier-
Free Space, which aims to improve accessibility in various spheres of life. Civil society
organizations also play an important role in promoting inclusivity, protecting the rights
of people with disabilities, and encouraging social dialogue [1].

To address existing problems effectively, several important measures should be
implemented. Firstly, the government must strengthen control over compliance with
accessibility standards in construction and urban planning. Secondly, financial
investments are needed to modernize infrastructure and public transportation. Thirdly,
educational programs for teachers, architects, public servants, and employers should
include training on inclusivity and accessibility. Furthermore, digital technologies must
be developed according to international accessibility standards to ensure equal access
for everyone.

In conclusion, the expansion of barrier-free accessibility in Ukraine remains an
important and complex challenge. Although positive changes are already visible, many
obstacles continue to limit the full participation of people with disabilities and other
vulnerable groups in social life. Creating an inclusive society requires cooperation
between the government, local authorities, businesses, educational institutions, and
citizens. A truly barrier-free Ukraine will not only improve the quality of life for
millions of people but also strengthen democratic values, social equality, and human
dignity.
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Jonuuk €nizasema Bimaniiena,

cmydenumka 1 poky naguanns OC «Maeicmpy

Kuiscvkuti nayionanvuuu ynisepcumem imeni Tapaca Illesuenka,
Haykoeuii kepieHuk:

Tepemuosa Hina Bonooumupiena,

odoyenm xageopu meopii ma icmopii npasa ma Oepircasu
Hasuanvno-nayrxosoeo incmumymy npasa

Kuiscvkozo nayionanvroeo ynisepcumemy imeni lapaca [llesuenxa
KaHouoam 1puoudHux HayK, 0OyeHm

POJIb MPO®ECIMHOI ETUKHA MEJIIATOPA Y ITPOIIEYPI
MNPUCYJIOBOI MEJIALIIT AIMIHICTPATUBHO-ITIPABOBUX CIIOPIB

3 HaOpaHHsIM yMHHOCTI 3akoHy Ykpainu «lIpo memiamiro» Big 16.11.2021 Ne
1875-1X (nami — 3akoH) Me/ialis OTpUMalia 3aKOHOAAaBYE MIATPYHTS, Y TOMY YHCIIL JJIs
3aCTOCYBaHHS B aJMIHICTpAaTUBHOMY Cymo4uMHCTBI [6, cT. 3]. Pazom 13 TuMm,
e(eKTUBHICTh MPUCYIOBOT Memialii B aJMIHICTPAaTUBHUX CIIOPAaX 3HAYHOIO MipOIO
BU3HAYAETHCS HE JIMIIEC MPOIEAYPHUMHU TpaBUJaMHU, a ¥ pIBHEM JOTPUMaHHS
MeaiatopoM HopM TipodeciitHoi etukn. Came dYepe3 OCOOHMCTICTh MeJiaropa
.peanm3yroTbcss  a00, HaBIAaK{, HIBEIIOIOTHCS BCl IepeBard Memiamii K
aJbTepHATUBHOTO criocoOy BupitieHHs cropiB. Lle miakpecnroe, mo npodeciitHa eTuka
MejiaTopa HE € BIIOKpEMJICHHUM sIBUIIEM, a 0a3yeThCs Ha 3arajlbHUX 3acajax
npodeciiHol €TUKM IOpUCTA, SIKI BU3HAYAIOTh LIHHICHI OpPIEHTHPU IsUIBHOCTI
MpaBHUKA HE3aJIekKHO BiJl HOTO poJi y mporieci [8].

[lonpu BIICYTHICTP HOPMATUBHOTO 3aKpIIJIEHHA, NPHUCYI0Ba MeJialis
PO3yMIETHCS SIK TIpOLIeypa aJbTEPHATUBHOTO BUPIIMICHHS CIOPIB, 110 31MCHIOETHCS
MICIsl BIIKPUTTS MPOBAKEHHS B Cy/il, y SIKIi HEUTpalbHAa CTOPOHA, CYIAsA-MEAIaTop
a00 aKpeAUTOBAHHUIA MEJIaTOp, CIIPUSE CTOPOHAM Yy JOCATHCHHI B3a€EMONPHHHATHOTO
pimenHs. Lle o3Haudae, m1o0 mpHUCyI0Ba Meaiallisl € OPraHigyHoO MOB'SI3aHOI0 13 CYJOBUM
MPOIIECOM: BOHA PO3TOPTAETHCS BXKE MICHIS TOTO, AK CIip HAOyB TPOIECyaTbHOTO
crarycy. Came 111 00CTaBMHA yCKJIQJHIOE €TUYHE CTAHOBWINE MEJ1aTopa — BiH JII€ B
THCTUTYLIITHOMY TIPOCTOp1 CyAy, OJHAK 3000B's13aHUI 30epiraTi MOBHY HE3aJIEKHICTh
BiJl HHOTO.

3akoH Ykpainu «IIpo memniaiiroy» mpsiMmo 3000B's13ye MeaiaTopa J0TPUMYBATHUCS
HOpM mnpodeciiHOi eTHKM Ta JI0 TOYaTKy MeJiaiii HajJaBaTh CTOPOHAM KOJEKC
npodeciiiHOl eTUKHU, SKOTO BiH JOTpUMY€eThes (CT. 12) [7]. Po3poOka Takux KOIEKCiB
MOKJIAJIa€Thcsl Ha OO0'€eqHAHHS MeiaTopiB, SKi  3000B'i3aH1  3a0€3MEUUTH  iX
BiAMOBIAHICTh 3akoHy (cT. 13) [7]. HuHi oguuM 13 Takux kKojekciB € Kojeke eTuku
Mmeniatopa HarionaneHOT acorriaiiii MeaiaropiB Ykpainu [6], a Ha piBHI €BpONEHCHKUX
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