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The implementation of martial law has a profound impact on crime 
rates and law enforcement efficiency, as it creates an environment of 
heightened security, altered public behavior, and new priorities for law 
enforcement agencies. In Ukraine, martial law introduced during wartime 
has significantly transformed the daily operations of police forces, criminal 
investigation departments, and other security agencies, while also affecting 
the crime landscape in both predictable and unexpected ways. This 
examination focuses on the ways in which martial law impacts crime rates, 
shifts in the nature of criminal activity, and the changes in law enforcement 
priorities and methods. 

One immediate effect of martial law on crime rates is the change in the 
types of crimes that are most prevalent. For example, during wartime, there 
tends to be a decrease in non-violent property crimes, such as burglary or 
theft, due to increased law enforcement presence and heightened vigilance 
among citizens. However, certain types of crimes, such as looting, fraud, and 
violent offenses, can increase as criminal elements exploit the instability 
caused by martial law. In Ukraine, the initial phases of martial law saw a rise 
in cases of fraud and looting as some individuals attempted to take advantage 
of the chaotic situation and the public‘s vulnerability. This shift in crime types 
requires law enforcement agencies to adapt their strategies and reallocate 
resources to address new crime patterns effectively [1, p. 13–17]. 

The presence of martial law also affects organized crime and 
corruption within Ukraine. Due to increased military presence and stricter 
security measures, organized crime groups may reduce their activity in 
certain areas or shift their operations to evade law enforcement scrutiny. At 
the same time, however, martial law can create new opportunities for 
corruption among officials or those in power, as emergency measures can 
sometimes be abused for personal or financial gain. For instance, illegal 
profiteering through black-market activities, price gouging, or unauthorized 
reselling of goods becomes more common during wartime when there are 
shortages of essential items. Law enforcement agencies thus face additional 
challenges in monitoring and addressing corruption within their own ranks 
and preventing profiteering schemes that harm civilians and exploit the 
circumstances created by martial law. 

In terms of law enforcement efficiency, martial law typically grants 
security forces expanded powers to maintain order and prevent crime. In 
Ukraine, police forces and security agencies have been given greater 
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authority to conduct searches, detain suspects without traditional procedural 
requirements, and impose curfews in certain areas [2, p. 39–41]. These 
enhanced powers, while intended to improve law enforcement efficiency, 
also raise significant concerns about the potential for misuse and abuse of 
authority. In a martial law context, law enforcement agencies must operate 
with greater accountability to ensure that the expanded powers are used 
appropriately, protecting both public safety and citizens‘ rights. For 
instance, while the ability to detain suspects more freely can help prevent 
sabotage or attacks, it can also lead to wrongful detentions or abuses of 
power if not properly regulated. 

The effectiveness of law enforcement under martial law is also 
closely tied to the morale and physical well-being of officers and other 
personnel. Martial law places unique stresses on law enforcement officers, 
who may experience fatigue, mental health challenges, and physical 
exhaustion due to extended shifts, increased risk of harm, and heightened 
emotional pressure. In Ukraine, officers have been required to work in 
extremely challenging conditions, facing threats not only from criminal 
elements but also from military aggression [1, p. 16–19]. These 
circumstances demand robust support systems within law enforcement 
agencies, including access to mental health services, adequate rest periods, 
and specialized training for operating under prolonged high-stress 
conditions. If these support systems are lacking, the efficiency and 
effectiveness of law enforcement may deteriorate over time, potentially 
leading to higher error rates, burnout, and a decrease in public trust. 

Furthermore, martial law can impact the relationship between law 
enforcement and the public. In Ukraine, police and security agencies have 
had to strike a delicate balance between maintaining order and respecting 
the rights and needs of citizens, many of whom have experienced severe 
trauma and loss due to the ongoing conflict. On one hand, martial law 
requires stricter enforcement of rules and restrictions, such as curfews and 
movement controls, which can lead to friction with civilians who may feel 
that their freedoms are being unduly restricted. On the other hand, 
maintaining public trust is crucial for law enforcement agencies, as a 
cooperative relationship with the community is essential for effective 
policing, intelligence gathering, and crime prevention. Building trust under 
martial law conditions can be challenging, but clear communication, 
transparency in enforcement practices, and community outreach efforts can 
help alleviate public concerns and foster a positive relationship. 

Lastly, the imposition of martial law introduces new priorities for law 
enforcement in Ukraine, shifting focus from conventional crime prevention to 
broader security concerns such as countering espionage, preventing sabotage, 
and ensuring critical infrastructure protection. These new priorities require 
law enforcement agencies to work closely with military and intelligence 
organizations, as well as to develop new skills and knowledge bases relevant 
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to counter-terrorism and security-focused operations. The coordination 
between military and police units, while essential, can sometimes lead to 
overlapping responsibilities or conflicts in jurisdiction, which must be 
managed to prevent inefficiency and ensure coherent, unified action. For 
instance, in situations where both police and military personnel are tasked 
with protecting a strategic location, clear guidelines and communication 
channels are essential to avoid misunderstandings and ensure that all security 
measures are conducted effectively. 

In conclusion, martial law in Ukraine has a profound and multifaceted 
impact on crime rates, types of crime, and law enforcement operations. The 
shift in criminal activity, emergence of new priorities, and expanded powers 
of law enforcement agencies all require careful management and oversight to 
ensure that martial law achieves its intended purpose of enhancing national 
security while respecting citizens' rights. Moving forward, law enforcement 
agencies in Ukraine must continue to adapt to the evolving demands of 
martial law, balancing increased efficiency and security with accountability 
and transparency. This balance is essential not only for immediate crisis 
management but also for maintaining public trust and ensuring long-term 
resilience in Ukraine‘s law enforcement institutions. 
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ENSURING PUBLIC ORDERAND PROTECTION OF CITIZENS’ 
RIGHTS BY THE POLICEUNDER MARTIALLAW 

Martial law is a special legal regime introduced under the conditions 
of threat to the sovereignty and territorial integrity of the state. During this 
period, the role of law enforcement agencies, in particular the police, 
becomes even more significant, as the need to maintain public order and 
safety as well as protect the rights of citizens grows. The police face 
additional challenges, such as an increase in the level of public tension, the 
risks of public order violations, peculiarities of operation in the conditions 
of restrictions of rights and freedoms imposed on citizens under martial 
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