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TOJIOBa TIPaBIiHHSA — BUKOHABUMI THPEKTOP
TPOMAJICBKOI OpraHi3alii «Acomialis camnepis
Yxpainn»

EXPLOSIVE OBJECTS AS A THREAT TO UKRAINIANS.
CURRENT SITUATION ABOUT HUMANITARIAN DEMINING IN
UKRAINE

Introduction

In 2014, at the beginning of combat action in the East of Ukraine, the
huge problem of contamination by explosive remnants of war (ERW)
appeared in the middle of Europe. Unfortunately, every year of war the
situation in the Eastern Ukraine is getting worse. Therefore, on 12
November 2018 a national nongovernmental (non-profit) organization
«Ukrainian Deminers Association» (hereafter — UDA) was created. The
main goal of the UDA is solving problems on Mine Action in Ukraine.

The UDA was created by initiative group of deminers and currently
the members of the organization are 169 people from all regions of Ukraine.
The UDA is a permanent member of mine action activities (meetings, round
tables, conferences, etc.) under international organizations (UNDP, PCU
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OSCE etc.) and governmental authorities (Ministry of Defence, State
Emergency Service, Ministry for the Reintegration of Temporarily
Occupied Territory, etc.). The UDA is listed in the database of the MA
organizations of the Geneva International Center for Humanitarian
Demining [1]. The members of the UDA are part of various working groups
aimed to solve state issues in MA sphere, in particular, lawmaking process.

Main Body

Based on analysis of official reports on situation of mine action in
Ukraine the UDA’s Expert Board achieved the following outcomes.

1. The latest report Landmine Monitor 2020 indicates that Ukraine
ranks the third in the world (after Afghanistan and Mali) in the number of
victims of mines and explosives objects and needs immediate response. The
continuing high total was influenced by casualties recorded in countries
facing armed conflict and large-scale violence, particularly Ukraine [2,
€.34-41, c.73]

2. According to report of the Monitoring Mission Unit of UNHR the
statistics concerning mine/ERW victims in Ukraine have worsened by 29%
compared to 2019. In 2020 the victims of mines and explosive objects were
76 civilians, 17 of whom died (14 men, 2 women, 1 boy) [3].

3. According to UN data, the area size of Government-controlled
territory of Donetsk and Lugansk regions that is contaminated with mines
and unexploded ordnance is more than 7000 square km. Moreover, another
mined territory of the non-Government-controlled territory of Donetsk and
Lugansk regions is about 9,000-16,000 square km.

Based on world practice, the «year of the war is ten years of
humanitarian deminingy». Taking into account that the fighting in the eastern
part of Ukraine, at the present time, has characteristics of a position war, it
is possible to assume that the humanitarian demining of the territory of the
Donbas can reach more than 40 years.

It should be noticed, that only a few percent of the Donbas are
cleared. The map of sites contaminated with explosive objects in the
Donetsk and Luhansk regions and more detailed statistics are on the official
website of the Ministry of Defense of Ukraine [4].

4. Despite the fact that on 6 December 2018 the Ukrainian
Parliament (Verhovna Rada) adopted the Law on Mine Action in Ukraine,
the Law is not implemented so far. The implementation of Mine Action
Law would allow to establish the national mine action authority as an
administrative body and mine action center as an operational body [4]. As a
result, it brings Ukraine to effective execution of humanitarian demining
tasks.
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5. One of the key issues in the humanitarian demining of the Donetsk
and Lugansk regions is that the hostile party is not a signer of the Ottawa
Convention [5] and aggressor uses anti-personnel mines actively, which are
the greatest threat to the civilian population.

In addition, some particularities of the territory of Donetsk and
Lugansk regions that is contaminated with explosive objects are:

- a large number of unexploded ordnance of the canon and jet
artillery systems ("GRAD", "URGAN", "SMERCH");

- unexploded artillery shells and mortar mines;

- different various of grenades and grenade launches;

- anti-personnel (in particular, PFM-1, PMN, PMN-2 - prohibited by
the Ottawa Convention), anti-tank, anti-vehicle, anti-missile and special
mines;

- cluster munitions;

- improvised explosive devices (IED), mine (booby) traps (surprises)
(such as MS, ML) installed for non-extermination with various sensitive
Sensors;

- the latest designs and designs of the regular ammunition of the
Russian Army [6].

- mined areas of agricultural fields, forests, infrastructure objects
(roads, bridges, overpasses, buildings, etc.) and the coastal zone of the Azov
Sea.

6. It should be noted, that the Ukrainian national capacity for
humanitarian demining was increased significantly. In particular, Ukrainian
deminers gained a knowledge and a huge practice, a valuable experience;
humanitarian demining operators became more technical equipped; the first
Ukrainian operator — Demining Solutions company appeared.

Yet, the national capacity is not enough for solving mine action
problems in Ukraine. Partner countries do not pay enough attention to
develop the Ukrainian national capacity; the first of all, for supporting the
humanitarian demining procedures.

Moreover, in spite of high statistics of Mine/ERW casualties in
Ukraine, there are no using of any remote-controlled mine clearance system,
e.g. MV-4, MV-10, Bozena-4, Bozena-5, MineWolf, etc. Involving the
above-mentioned machines would increase effectiveness significantly and
save lives of deminers [7, 8].

7. Nevertheless, the key point of humanitarian demining issues in
Ukraine is lack of financial support by donors.

A total of 43 states and three other areas received $569.7 million
from 31 donors in 2018. A further $72.9 million, was provided to
institutions, NGOs, trust funds, and UN agencies without a designated
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recipient state or area. As in previous years, a small number of countries
received the majority of funding. The top five recipient states - lIraq,
Afghanistan, Syria, Croatia, and Lao PDR - received 55% of all
international support in 2018. Iraq received the largest amount of funding
(18% of all international support) from the largest number of donors (18) [9,
c. 87-96]. Even though Ukraine is one of the five most affected countries,
our country received just 11,9 million financial support from donors; yet
Ukraine is not included even to top ten recipients.

Furthermore, due to lack of financial resources for humanitarian
demining in Ukraine, there are only one Ukrainian operator Demining
Solutions (without any donors) and three international NGOs: The Halo
Trust, The Danish Refugees Council — Danish Demining Group, Swiss
Foundation for Mine Action. That number of humanitarian demining
operators is obviously not enough for Ukraine.

Conclusion

Ukraine has been facing a huge problem as a contamination of its
territory with mines/ERWSs for 7 years of war in the Donbas and the
situation becomes worse day by day. Based on the UDA analysis of
humanitarian demining problem in Ukraine, key points for solving this
issues are:

comprehensive financial support by international donors and
organizations directly for clearance of contaminated areas;

immediate implementation of Mine Action regulatory framework in
Ukraine and establishment of national authorities in this sphere;

development of Ukrainian capacity for humanitarian demining, in
particular Ukrainian operators by close cooperation with country partners.
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Ilonmaecovkuii Anodpiii Onexcandposuu,
NOMIYHHUK JupekTopa KuiBchKOro HayKoBO-
JOCTITHOTO IHCTUTYTY CYIOBUX €KCIEPTH
MiHicTepcTBa ocTuuii YKpaiHu

BUKOPUCTAHHA MAJIOIHOPOPMATUBHUX CJIIIIB PYK B
PO3KPUTTI 3JIOYUHIB, IOB’A3AHHUX I3 3ACTOCYBAHHSsIM
BUBYXOBUX ITPUCTPOIB

(Ha KOHKPETHOMY NPHKJIAI 3 NIPAKTHKH)

Ha nouarky 2000-x pokiB y BiHHUIII BUNHSITUCS 3JIOYHNHH, TTOB’A3aHi
i3 3acTOCyBaHHSAM BHOYXOBHX TMPHCTPOIB B MAapIIPYTHHX TakcCi, sKi
(3710YMHM) HOCHWIIM CepiffHMI XapakTep Ta il Yac SKHX MocTpaxaano 44
JIIOJIMHM, CEMEPO OTPUMalM 1HBANiJHICTh, JABOE 3aruuyiyio [1]. 3adiraroun
Harepes, 3a3HayiMo, 110 BOHHU (3JI0YMHM) Ha CHOTOJHI TaK HE PO3KPHTI.
IIpu npoMy, 3aCIyTOBYy€ Ha yBary MeBHHI NMO3UTHUBHHUH JOCBiA, OTPUMAaHUI
i1 4ac TEeXHIKO-KPUMIHANICTHYHOTO 3a0€3MeUeHHs] PO3KPHUTTS 3a3HAUCHUX
3JI04UHIB.

Tak, mig 9ac Orisay MICIS BYHMHEHHS YeproBoro BHOYXy Oyio
BIJIyYEHO 3QJIMIIKH BHOYXOBOTO IPHUCTPOIO, Cepell SKWX, y TOMY YHCII,
3HAXOAMJINCA OOPUBKH MOTIMEPHOI 130JAIIHHOI CTPIYKH CHHBOTO KOJBHOPY,
SIKOIO  (CTPIYKOI0) CKPIIIUTUCS MDK cOOOK €NeMEHTH BHOYXOBOTO
npuctpoto. Ilicnst Hanme)xHoro (iKCyBaHHS, BWIIYYaHHS, IAKyBaHHST
3a3Ha4YeHi 00’€KTH, MOPSA 3 IHIMUMH, OYJIO0 HOCTABICHO IO EKCHEPTHOTO
miapo3 iy (Tabopatopii).

ITix gac mOCHiMKEHHSI OJHOTO i3 OOpPWBKIB i30JIAMINHOT CTPIUKH B
a0opaTOpHUX  yMOBaxX  METOJOM  BI3yaJlbHOTO  JIOCHI[DKCHHS 13
BUKOPHUCTAHHAM 301IBIIYIOYUX ONTUYHMX Opunaxis (nmyn go 107) mig
PI3HUMH KyTaMH 0 IMPHUPOIHBOTO Ta IITYYHUX JDKEPEN OCBITICHHS Ha Il
(cTpiumi) BHYTpINIHIM KJeWkii moBepxHi Oynm BusBIeHI HemodapOomasi
CIM PYK, LI0 YTBOPWIMCS IIiJi 4Yac 3aXBaTy CTPIUYKH HA/JaBIIIOBAHHSM,
CKOpill 3a Bce, JBOMa PI3HUMH HITTHOBUMH (pajlaHTaMu IpaBoi PYyKH.
CxragsicTp X (CHiIiB pyK) JOCHIIPKEHHS HOJSTajIa B TOMY, IO TP TapHii
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