At the same time, the scope of the Spanish Law on Access to
Information does not apply to electronic information, and the issues of
electronic exchange of documents are regulated by the Law on Information
Society Services and Electronic Commerce, adopted in 2002. Analysis of
foreign experience in the legal regulation of issues of access to information
indicates not only general trends, but also different approaches [5].
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THE FIGHT AGAINST CRIME AND VIOLENCE IN AMERICA

Police are essential for preventing crime and improving citizen
security. But in general, trust in the police in the countries of our region is
very low. According to the data from the latest Latinobarometro survey, in
the majority of countries of Latin America, less than half the population
trusts the national police. In many of these countries, less than one in three
individuals trusts the police.

As described in a recent monograph published by the IDB, this lack
of trust affects citizens’ willingness to fund the police, the type of security
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policies they demand, and their willingness to cooperate with the police.
Lack of trust in the police can reduce the effectiveness of policies to reduce
crime and violence. Working to increase this trust is therefore essential to
improving security in our region [2].

As communities grapple with violent crime, calls for more police
have increased. Here's why policing isn't the solution to violence, and some
viable alternatives.

“With violent crime on the rise, we must invest in more police.”
You’ve probably heard this recently from the media, elected officials, and
some people directly impacted by gun violence. The pain of communities
facing the threat of interpersonal gun violence demands that something be
done to protect families, create safer streets, and save lives. If you combine
that desperate need for solutions with a society where police have been
legitimized as the first, last, and only resort, it’s easy to understand why
people would clamor for more police right now.

While this may seem like a logical response, the facts show more
policing is not the answer. Let’s explain why, and what alternatives
communities can invest in to help effectively reduce violence [3].

The 10 points below unpack why prioritizing alternative responses to
harm and violence is more effective and longer lasting than shoveling even
more money into policing, and without the increase in racial injustice and
harassment that comes with more officers. These points will also help you
see right through cynics who cry “law and order” for reasons that have
nothing to do with actually addressing violence or repairing communities.

1. There are many effective approaches to reducing violence that don’t
involve police. Investments in housing, health care, jobs
programs, education, after school programs, gun control, environmental
design, and violence interruption programs have all been proven to
quantifiably reduce violence. For example, one study found that every
additional community-focused nonprofit in a medium-sized city leads to a
12 percent reduction in homicide rate, a 10 percent reduction in violent
crime, and a 7 percent reduction in property crime. In Philadelphia, simply
cleaning vacant lots in neighborhoods below the poverty line resulted in
a 29 percent decrease in gun assaults.

2. Policing is not especially effective at reducing violence. Police
typically deal with violence only after someone has already been killed,
injured, or otherwise harmed. Even then, many police departments are
alarmingly ineffective at holding anyone accountable for violent crimes, as
reflected by low “clearance rates” (whether any suspect is ever charged for
a reported crime). For example, a recent study found Chicago has a
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homicide clearance rate of about 40 percent, which drops to just 22 percent
when the victim is African American [2].

3. Investing so heavily in policing is not evidence-based. The uniquely
American dependence on police as first responders to every social problem
is the product of decades of reliance on antiquated and disproven
theories about safety, the fearmongering of powerful police lobbyists, and
policymakers’ racist support for devastatingly harmful militarized policing
in communities of color. Policing as a one-size-fits-all solution to violence
is simply a bad and dangerous policy choice made by elected officials —
one they now have a responsibility to correct.

4. There is no connection between violence and police budgets.
America has steadily increased police funding year-over-year regardless of
whether crime rates are going up or down. There is no documented
connection between the two. In 2020, for example, Houston, Nashville,
Tulsa, and Fresno all increased their police budgets — and all saw increased
homicides. Most experts believe the recent increase in homicides in some
cities is due to the pandemic, economic stress, unprecedented gun sales, and
the defunding of community services — not a lack of resources for police.

5. There is a connection between violence and defunding social
services. As noted above, community investments have proven effective at
reducing violence, and the converse is also true: Underfunding and
defunding these supports for decades in communities of color has a deeply
destabilizing effect that increases the likelihood of homicide, violence, and
other crime [1].

6. Violence interruption programs show extraordinary promise during
moments of heightened interpersonal violence. In addition to long-term
investments in social infrastructure, “violence interruption programs” —
community-driven interventions to prevent or peacefully resolve conflict —
are proving remarkably effective. For example, in Baltimore, directly
impacted staff and volunteers of the Safe Streets Program engage in conflict
resolution and connect people to services and resources. Since last
June alone, the group has peacefully resolved over 400 conflicts without
police, 70 percent of which involved a gun.

7. Most communities are still safer than they have ever been in
modern history. While any and all loss of life to violence is tragic and
unacceptable, elected officials who are charged with crafting sensible policy
would be wise to keep some long-term perspective in mind. In 1980, there
was an average of 10.2 murders per 100,000 people nationwide; in 1991 it
was 9.8. In 2020 there was an average of 6.5 murders. In recent months,
although homicides in particular have ticked up, overall violent crime
continues to fall or remain near all-time lows. For example, in New York
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City, violent crime overall is currently down and homicides down 2.4
percent compared to the same time last year.

8. Many more police officers could focus on violent crime without
increasing police budgets or adding officers. The data show officers
spend more than one-third of their time responding to non-criminal calls,
and about 80 percent of the arrests they make are for low-level and non-
serious offenses like “disorderly conduct” and substance use violations. Just
5 percent of arrests and 4 percent of police time are spent on the most
serious forms of interpersonal harm. This focus on low-level arrests fuels
racial injustice, harms families, and sows distrust. It also means police
departments are spending a fraction of their enormous budgets on
investigating violent crimes. Starting today, mayors and police chiefs could
follow the lead of other cities that have prohibited officers from focusing on
some low-level offenses, and shift more officers and resources into
investigating homicides and violence, while investing new dollars in non-
police alternatives that will actually address the root causes of violence [1].

9. Violence is a complex public health problem with numerous
interconnected causes. Violence is caused by many different things,
including poverty, alcohol, guns, interpersonal conflict, unmet mental health
and social needs, juvenile trauma, and more. It is no wonder then that
relying on a single approach — policing — has not worked in the past and
is not going to work to meet the moment now.

10.We know what works to build safe and healthy communities.
Reducing violence is difficult and takes time, but the solutions are not
mysterious. To see them in action, just look at a nearby affluent (likely
majority white) neighborhood or community. You’re likely to find a
neighborhood where people have stable, well-paying jobs and access to
well-funded public services, experience little violence, and have a fairly
small police force that responds only when it is wanted. Instead of fully and
equitably funding all these same approaches in low-income communities
and communities of color, we overfund police year after year after year [3].

This is a critical moment to decide which path we are going to take
to combat violence. Are we going to continue the racist, harmful, and
dangerous status quo of endlessly cutting blank checks for police while
neglecting proven alternatives? Or will we finally decide to fully invest in a
more effective multi-pronged approach to public safety and community
health?

According this article, there is a good chance that your city leaders
are debating whether to increase their police department budgets instead of
spending those dollars on violence interruption programs, affordable
housing, or recreation centers. They are likely weighing decisions about
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how to spend billions of dollars in new federal funding that can either be
allocated to police or to alternatives like mental health care services.

You can make a difference by calling or emailing your mayor and
council members today and asking them to prioritize alternatives to police.

As our families, communities, and country reel from terrible daily
tragedies, we must vow to change our culture and our policies and to stop
this cycle of violence. We should be able to live in our homes, send our
children to first grade, pray in our houses of worship, shop in our local
malls, and walk through our streets and neighborhoods without being shot.
Together we can take action in the memory of those who died and insist that
this never happen again. Please take action and support changes like those
outlined above to prevent gun violence.
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MODERN METHODS OF FINGERPRINTS
IDENTIFICATION

Biometric recognition, or simply biometrics, is the science of
establishing the identity of a person based on physical or behavioral
attributes such as finger- print and other [1]. The fingerprint is one of the
unique characteristics that every individual is having and it is widely used
for recognition. Fingerprint systems that have been used for one to one
matching are known as verification systems and that have been used for one
to many matching are known as identification systems. Verification is used
to authenticate the person to use a system and identification is used to know
the identity of the person [2].
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