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WAR CRIMES: DEFINITION

War crime —grave breaches of the Geneva Conventions or other serious violations of the laws
and customs applicable in international armed conflicts within the established framework of
international law, as defined in the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court [1].

War crime — a crimecommitted duringa war that breaks the accepted international rules of war

2]

War crime — an act committed during a war that violates international law usually because it is
cruel, unfair, etc. [3].

War crime — a crime committed in wartime in violation of the accepted rules and customs of
war, such as genocide, ill-treatment of prisoners of war [4].
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Task 1. Read and translate the text. Explain the meaning of the highlighted
words. Write 5 sentences using these words.

Vocabulary (from the text below)

to evolve PO3BHBATHUCS
constant MOCTIAHUI
to define BU3HAYaTH
breach HOPYIICHHS
to prohibit 3a00pOHSTH
wanton JOBUTBHUM; O€3MITYy3 11
to invade BTOPTaTHCs; 3aXOILTIOBATH
to maim KaJllYuTH
atrocities 3BIpCTBa
the Allies COIO3HUKHU
Axis kpainu Oci (HiMmeuuuna, Itams, SnoHis)
conventional 3BUYHUI; 3araJIbHONPUNHATAN
ill-treatment TIOTaHe CTaBJICHHS
persecution TIePeCITi TyBaHHS
wounded MIOpaHEHU
prisoner of war BiliCbKOBOTIOJIOHEHU
supplement JOTTOBHCHHSI
International Criminal Court MikHapOIHUN KPUMIHATLHUNA CY]T

Definition and development

The term war crime has been difficult to define with precision, and its usage has
evolved constantly, particularly since the end of World War I. The first systematic
attempt to define a broad range of war crimes was the Instructions for the Government
of Armies of the United States in the Field — also known as the “Lieber Code” after its
main author, Francis Lieber — which was issued by U.S. President Abraham

Lincoln during the American Civil War and distributed among Union military personnel




in 1863. For example, the Lieber Code held that it was a “serious breach of the law of
war to force the subjects of the enemy into service for the victorious government” and
prohibited “wanton violence committed against persons in the invaded country,”
including rape, maiming, and murder, all of which carried the death penalty. More
recently, definitions of war crimes have been codified in international statutes, such as
those creating the International Criminal Courtand the war crimes tribunals in

Yugoslavia and Rwanda, for use in international war crimes tribunals [10].

A CODHE

Gobernment of QAvmies in the Hueld,

IE LAW AND USAGES OF WAR ON LAND.

By FRANCIS LITEREBER, Member of thhe Reard

Lieber Code [7]

The next major attempt to prosecute war criminals occurred in Europe and Asia
after World War Il. Throughout the war, the Allies had cited atrocities committed by
the Nazi regime and announced their intention to punish those guilty of war crimes.

At the war’s conclusion, representatives of the United States, the United Kingdom,
the Soviet Union, and the provisional government of France signed the London
Agreement, which provided for an international military tribunal to try major Axis war
criminals whose offenses did not take place in specific geographic locations. This
agreement was supported by 19 other governments and included the Nuremberg
Charter, which established the Nuremberg tribunal and categorized the offenses within

its jurisdiction. The charter listed three categories of crime: (1) crimes against peace,



which involved the preparation and initiation of a war of aggression, (2) war crimes (or
“conventional war crimes”), which included murder, ill treatment, and deportation, and
(3) crimes against humanity, which included political, racial, and religiouspersecution

of civilians. This last category included what is commonly called genocide [10].

Photograph of Rudolf Hess taken during the Nuremberg Trials.
Photograph: World History Archive/Alamy [8]

After the Nuremberg and Tokyo trials, numerous international treaties and
conventions attempted to devise a comprehensive and enforceable definition of war
crimes. The four separate Geneva conventions, adopted in 1949, in theory made
prosecutable certain acts committed in violation of the laws of war.

The conventions provided for the protection of wounded, sick, and
shipwrecked military personnel, prisoners of war, and civilians. Like the convention
on genocide, however, the Geneva conventions specified that trials were to be arranged
by individual governments. In 1977 two protocols were adopted to clarify and
supplement the Geneva conventions.Recognizing that many conflicts were internal
rather than international in scope, the second protocol afforded greater protection

to guerrilla combatants in civil wars [10].



Task 2. Match the English words with the Ukrainian translation.

1) cruel a) cMepTHa Kapa

2) customs b) >xopcTokuit

3) to violate C) cTaBlICHHsI/TIOBOIKCHHSI
4) death penalty d) mamip

5) guilt e) 3Buyai

6) treatment ) BHyTpimHIT

7) internal g) kapaTu

8) guerillas h) mopymryBaTtu

9) to punish 1) BuHa/TIpoBHHA

10) intention J) mapTu3zaHu

Task 3. Work in groups. Discuss the following questions and share your opinion
with the class.
1. Why are some

countries so eager to
wage war, while
others aren’t?

2. What comes to mind
when you hear the
word ‘war’?

3. What do you think of
the system of charging
people with
warcrimes?

4. Are there any benefits
to war?

5. How important is it to

remember wars fought

) View from inside the damaged building in Kharkiv.
in the past? Photo: by Kostiantyn Sova




Task 4. Translate the sentencesgiven below into English.

1. B ropunuuHux JoKepenax TEpPMIH «BOEHHI 3JI0YMHUY» BH3HAYAETHCS
HEOHAKOBO.

2. BoenHi 3104nHM — 11€ Cepilo3H1 MOPYIIEHHS MI>XHAPOIHOTO TTpaBa.

3. PyitHyBaHHS LIK1JI, TE€ATpiB, JIKAPEHb € HE3aKOHHUMU Ta MPOTUIPABHUMU
TISAMH.

4, Oco0wu, 1110 BUMHSIOTh BOEHHI 3JIOYMHU, TIOBUHHI TTOCTaTH MEPE] CYIOM Ta

OTpUMATH BIJIMOBITHE TTOKAPAHHS 3a CBOI JiSTHHSL.

5. JKepTBu BOEHHHX 37I0YMHIB MAlOTh MTPABO Ha CIIPaBEIIIUBICTb.

6. ['eHotMT € OTHUM 13 HAWTSHDKYMX BOEHHUX 3JIOUYHHIB.

7. MixxHapOIHUM KPUMIHAIBHUM CYJ] PO3TJIsAIa€ CIIPABU MPO BOEHHI 3JI0YHHH.
8. Haman wa MUpHUX S>KUTENIB pO3TISAAETHCS SIK TPOTHIpPaBHA i 1

BBa)XKA€THCS BOEHHUM 3JIOYHHOM.
Q. 3actocyBaHHsI XIMI4HOi, 010J70T14HOI Ta 1HIIOI 3a00poHEHOi JKeHEeBChKOIO
KOHBEHI[1€10 30poi CylepeurTh NpaBujiaM 1 3BUYasM BEJICHHSI BIMHU.
10. BilicbkoBOMONTIOHEH] MOBUHHI YTPUMYBAaTHCS B TapHUX YMOBax Ta HE

M1]I/ITaBaTUCS] TOPTYpaM.

Two Ukrainian soldiers walk along the frontline city of Avdiivka in the Donetsk region.
Photo: by Kostiantyn Liberov and Vlada Liberova / Getty Images



Task 5. Translate the words into Ukrainian. Memorize the unfamiliar ones.

civilians, to treat with a respect, cornerstone, temporary, to apply, to reflect, wounded
soldiers, civil building, target, international law, medical units, shipwrecked military
personnel, Hague Convention, place of captivity, to repatriate, hostile, cessation, to

distinguish, specific regime, combatant, maritime warfare, laws and customs of war

Task 6. Read the short abstract. Fill in the gaps using the words given in the

chart.

combat (n), outline (v), articles, ratified, wounded, transport, personnel, sea, hospital,

released, entitled, internees, population, obligations

The Geneva Conventions [9]

The Geneva Conventions and their Additional Protocols, which 1)
how soldiers and civilians should be treated during 2) , serve as the
cornerstone of contemporary international humanitarian law.

The Conventions have been 3) by all States and are universally
applicable.

The Conventions were adopted in 1949 to reflect on the Second World War’s
experiences. In 1977, two further Protocols that widened the rules were established.
Then, in 2005, a third Protocol was adopted that recognized the red crystal as an
additional emblem.

The First Geneva Convention
The First Geneva Convention protects wounded and sick soldiers on land during
the war.

This Convention represents the fourth updated version of the Geneva Convention

on the 4) and sick following those adopted in 1864, 1906 and 1929. It
contains 64 5) . These provide protection for the wounded and sick, but also
for medical and religious 6) , medical units and medical 7) . The

Convention also recognizes the distinctive emblems.




The Second Geneva Convention

The Second Geneva Convention protects wounded, sick and shipwrecked military
personnel at sea during war.

This Convention replaced the Hague Convention of 1907 for the Adaptation to
Maritime Warfare of the Principles of the Geneva Convention. It closely follows the
provisions of the first Geneva Convention in structure and content. It has 63 articles
specifically applicable to war at 8) . For example, it protects 9)

ships.

PROTOCO] g
ADDIT] ONAL

TO THE GENEVA

}(‘)N\r"I:'N'I'IONS
OF 12 AUGUST 1949

The Geneva Conventions [9]

The Third Geneva Convention

The Third Geneva Convention applies to prisoners of war.

This Convention replaced the Prisoners of War Convention of 1929. It contains
143 articles whereas the 1929 Convention had only 97. The categories of persons
10) to prisoner of war status were broadened in accordance with Conventions
| and Il. The conditions and places of captivity were more precisely defined, particularly
with regard to the labor of prisoners of war, their financial resources, the relief they

receive, and the judicial proceedings instituted against them.



The Convention establishes the principle that prisoners of war shall be
11) and repatriated without delay after the cessation of active hostilities.

The Fourth Geneva Convention

The Fourth Geneva Convention protects civilians, including those in occupied
territory.

The Convention deals with the status and treatment of protected persons,
distinguishing between the situation of foreigners on the territory of one of the parties to
the conflict and that of civilians in occupied territory. It spells out the 12) of
the Occupying Power towards the civilian 13) and contains detailed
provisions on humanitarian relief for populations in occupied territory. It also contains a

specific regime for the treatment of civilian 14)

NOTA BENE

Pumcbkuii cratyt Mixxnapoanoro Kpuminanbnoro Cyny (anrin. Rome Statute
of the International Criminal Court) - MDKHApOZHHI  IOTOBIp, IO
3acHyBaB MDKHapOJHUNM KpUMIHAIBHUKA CyA. YXBajJeHUW Ha JIUILIOMATHYHIN
koH(pepeHIii B Pumi 17 munus 1998 poky ta naOpaB umnHocTi 1 numas 2002 poky.
21 cepnust 2024 poky BepxoBHa Pagma VYkpainu 9-ro ckiukaHHs patudikyBaia
Pumchkuii ctatyt [11].

Pumchbkmii CTaTyT BCTAHOBITIOE 4OTUPU OCHOBHI MIXXHApPOJIHI

37I0YMHU: TEHOLH, 3TI0YUHU TPOTH JIFOASHOCTI, BOEHHI 3JIOUMHU 1 3IOYMHU arpecii

[11].

Useful words:

_ 37104 UHU RPOMUTIIOOAHOCMI —
2enoyud — genocide _ _ _
crimes against humanlty

80€HHI 3/10uuHU — War Crimes 3n0uunu azpecii — crimes of aggression

silicbkosonononeni — prisoners of war oixcenuyi — refugees




Task 7. Comment on the given quotation. Write a short commentary up to

7 sentences. Present your thoughts to the group.

War should be made a
crime, and those who
instigate it should he

punished as criminals.

Charles Evans Hughes

BrainyQuote’

URL:https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/charles _evans_hughes 169236?img=5

Task 8. Complete the sentences with the words in the box.

shield, recruitment, trial, warfare, refer to, destruction, inhumane, seizure, investigate,

depriving, poison, targeting, toxic, peacekeepers, forbidden, rape, occupying

1. War crimes serious violations of international humanitarian law
committed during armed conflicts.

2. The deliberate killing of civilians who are not taking part in
constitutes a grave war crime under international law.

3. Subjecting prisoners of war to torture, treatment, or medical
experiments is strictly prohibited and considered a war crime.

4. The intentional and large-scale of towns, villages, or civilian
infrastructure without military necessity is classified as a war crime.

5. The use of prohibited weapons, such as or gases,

violates the laws of war and is punishable under the Rome Statute.
6. medical personnel, hospitals, or humanitarian missions that are

protected under international law is regarded as a serious war crime.



https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/charles_evans_hughes_169236?img=5

7. Committing sexual violence, including or forced prostitution,

against civilians or prisoners during an armed conflict is strictly and
punishable.
8. The , enlistment, or use of children under the age of 15 to

participate in hostilities is a severe violation of international law.

9. Intentionally civilian populations of food, water, or essential
resources as a method of warfare constitutes a war crime.

10. Taking hostages, including civilians or enemy combatants, and using them as
a human Is considered a violation of the laws of war.

11. Executing prisoners of war or captured combatants without a fair and
impartial Is a direct breach of the Geneva Conventions and a war crime.

12. Forcing individuals to fight against their own country or compelling civilians
to serve in an army is illegal under international law.

13. Launching attacks against United Nations , Who are protected
under international agreements, is a criminal act.

14. Looting and unlawful of private or public property during armed
conflict are strictly prohibited and classified as war crimes.

15. The International Criminal Court has the authority to , prosecute,

and punish individuals responsible for committing war crimes under its jurisdiction.

A police officer
rescues a cat after a
russian massive attack.
Kyiv. January 2, 2024.
Photo: by Kostiantyn
Liberov and Vlada

Liberova




Task 9. Match the English words with the translation. The order of

translation is incorrect.

1) violation Q) TSOKKHI

2) armed conflict b) Hamip

3) grave (adj.) C) Opatu y4acThb

4) strictly d) nopymeHHst

5) to prohibit e) GoitoBi il

6) intent f) 306poitHuii KOHGITIKT
7) hostilities g) 3apy4HHKH
8)enemy h) 3a6oponstu

9) hostages 1) cyBopo

10) to participate J) BOpoT

Task 10. Match the words with the definitions. Translate them into
Ukrainian. The order of definitions is incorrect. Write a short and coherent story

on any topic using the words from the left part of the chart.

1. deliberate a. | the fact of not having something that you
need, like enough food, money or a home;
the process that causes this

2. to subject b.| an object such as a knife, gun, bomb, etc.
that is used for fighting or attacking
somebody

3. torture (n) C. the crime of stealing money or property
from a person or place, especially during a
riot, war etc.

4. weapon d. | the act of causing somebody severe pain in
order to punish them or make them say or
do something

5. severe e. | not supporting one person or group more
than another

6. deprivation f. done on purpose rather than by accident

7. impartial g. | to officially charge somebody with a crime

in court




extremely bad or serious

a thing or things that are owned by

somebody; a possession or possessions

to bring a group of people under your

control, especially by using force

the power to give orders to people; the

power or right to do something

8. to force

9. looting
10. property
11. to prosecute
12, authority

to make somebody do something that they

do not want to do

Task 11. Read and translate the abstract. Memorize the new words. Write a

short summary.
VOCABULARY
breach (n) MOPYIICHHS
provision (n) TTOJIOKCHHS
willful YMHCHHN
suffering CTpaKIaHHS
appropriation IIPUBIIACHCHHS

wantonly Oe3MPUYMHHO; OE3ITiICTaBHO
to compel 3MYIIYBaTH
to serve CIIY’)KUTHU
confinement yB’SI3HEHHSI
intentional HAaBMHUCHHI
vehicle TPAHCIIOPTHUH 3aci0
incidental BUITAKOBUI
damage 30UTOK; IIKOJA

to surrender

3daBaTHCA

military insignia

BIMICHKOBI 3HAKU PO3PI3HEHHS

flag of truce

panop nepeMup’si;panop napiiaMeHrepa




charity

OJIaroMIMHICTD

to endanger

CTaBUTH TIiJ] 3arpo3y

mutilation

KaJIII[TBO

treacherously

BIPOJIOMHO; MIACTYITHO

no quarter BIJICYTHICTh TTOIIAQ/IA
to seize BUJIy4aTH
commencement IMo4YaToK
asphyxiating 3aIyILTUBAN
poisonous OTpYHHHI

bullets with hard envelope

KYJIi 3 TBEPIOI0 000JIOHKOIO

superfluous 3aliBUI
projectiles Ooempumacu
to humiliate IPUHIKYBATH
outrage Hapyra

indispensable

HE3aMIHHUM; HSOOX1THHUI

starvation

rojion

degrading

MIPUHU3IIMBUA

permanent blindness

HOCTIMHA CJIIImoTa

naked eye

HE030POEHUM OKOM

conscript (n)

HOBOOpaHeIb; MPU30BHUK

X-rays PEHTTEHIBChKI MPOMEHI
to abolish CKacOBYBaTH
to suspend IPU3YITHHATH
inadmissible HETPUITYCTHMHN
to justify BUTIPABIOBYBATH
to direct HAIPAaBJIATH
directly 0e3mocepeIHbOo
annex J0IAaTOK
blind cminui




NOTA BENE
People commonly confuse words «inhuman» and «inhumane», because they are
similar in spelling, sound and meaning. But, «inhuman» means lacking the qualities of
humans, such as intelligence or emotions, while «inhumane» means cruel or lacking in
compassion. The two words are often used interchangeably, but they have different

meanings.

Israeli tanks. AFP phto

WAR CRIMES

According to the article 8 of the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court
«war crimes» means:

a) Grave breaches of the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, namely, any of
the following acts against persons or property protected under the provisions of the
relevant Geneva Convention:

1) wilful killing;

2) torture or inhuman treatment, including biological experiments;

3)willfullycausing great suffering, or serious injury to body or health;




4) extensive destruction and appropriation of property, not justified by military
necessity and carried out unlawfully and wantonly;

5) compelling a prisoner of war or other protected person to serve in the forces of a
hostile power;

6) willfully depriving a prisoner of war or other protected person of the rights of
fair and regular trial;

7) unlawful deportation or transfer or unlawful confinement;

8) taking of hostages [12].

AFP photo (URL: Daily Sabah)
b) Other serious violations of the laws and customs applicable in international

armed conflict, within the established framework of international law, namely, any of
the following acts:

1) intentionally directing attacks against the civilian population as such or against
individual civilians not taking direct part in hostilities;

2) intentionally directing attacks against civilian objects, that is, objects which are
not military objectives;

3) intentionally directing attacks against personnel, installations, material, units or



vehicles involved in a humanitarian assistance or peacekeeping mission in accordance
with the Charter of the United Nations, as long as they are entitled to the protection
given to civilians or civilian objects under the international law of armed conflict;

4) intentionally launching an attack in the knowledge that such attack will cause
incidental loss of life or injury to civilians or damage to civilian objects or widespread,
long-term and severe damage to the natural environment which would be clearly
excessive in relation to the concrete and direct overall military advantage anticipated;

5) attacking or bombarding, by whatever means, towns, villages, dwellings or
buildings which are undefended and which are not military objectives;

6) killing or wounding a combatant who, having laid down his arms or having no
longer means of defense, has surrendered at discretion;

7) making improper use of a flag of truce, of the flag or of the military insignia
and uniform of the enemy or of the United Nations, as well as of the distinctive
emblems of the Geneva Conventions, resulting in death or serious personal injury;

8) the transfer, directly or indirectly, by the Occupying Power of parts of its own

civilian population into the territory it occupies, or the deportation or transfer of all or

parts of the population of the occupied territory within or outside this territory;
I

Damaged combat vehicles of russian troops in the yard of private house in Bucha, Kyiv region.

Photo: Serhii Nuzhnenko (Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty) / the Collection of war.ukraine.ua



9) intentionally directing attacks against buildings dedicated to religion, education,
art, science or charitable purposes, historic monuments, hospitals and places where the
sick and wounded are collected, provided they are not military objectives;

10) subjecting persons who are in the power of an adverse party to physical
mutilation or to medical or scientific experiments of any kind which are neither justified
by the medical, dental or hospital treatment of the person concerned nor carried out in
his or her interest, and which cause death to or seriously endanger the health of such
person or persons;

11) killing or wounding treacherously individuals belonging to the hostile nation or
army;

12) declaring that no quarter will be given;

13) destroying or seizing the enemy’s property unless such destruction or seizure
be imperatively demanded by the necessities of war;

14) declaring abolished, suspended or inadmissible in a court of law the rights and
actions of the nationals of the hostile party;

15) compelling the nationals of the hostile party to take part in the operations of
war directed against their own country, even if they were in the belligerent’s service
before the commencement of the war;

16) pillaging a town or place, even when taken by assault;

17) employing poison or poisoned weapons;

18) employing asphyxiating, poisonous or other gases, and all analogous liquids,
materials or devices;

19) employing bullets which expand or flatten easily in the human body, such as
bullets with a hard envelope which does not entirely cover the core or is pierced with
incisions;

20) employing weapons, projectiles and material and methods of warfare which are
of a nature to cause superfluous injury or unnecessary suffering or which are inherently
indiscriminate in violation of the international law of armed conflict, provided that such
weapons, projectiles and material and methods of warfare are the subject of a

comprehensive prohibition and are included in an annex to this Statute, by an



amendment in accordance with the relevant provisions set forth in articles 121 and 123;
21) committing outrages upon personal dignity, in particular humiliating and

degrading treatment;
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Exhumation of the body of Ukrainian soldier found with his hands tied behind his back at the site of a mass burial near
Izium, the Kharkiv region
Photo: Serhii Nuzhnenko (Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty) / the Collection of war.ukraine.ua

22) committing rape, sexual slavery, enforced prostitution, forced pregnancy, as
defined in article 7, paragraph 2 (f), enforced sterilization, or any other form of sexual
violence also constituting a grave breach of the Geneva Conventions;

23) utilizing the presence of a civilian or other protected person to render certain
points, areas or military forces immune from military operations;

24) intentionally directing attacks against buildings, material, medical units and
transport, and personnel using the distinctive emblems of the Geneva Conventions in
conformity with international law;

25) intentionally using starvation of civilians as a method of warfare by depriving
them of objects indispensable to their survival, including willfully impeding relief

supplies as provided for under the Geneva Conventions;



26) conscripting or enlisting children under the age of fifteen years into the
national armed forces or using them to participate actively in hostilities;

27) employing weapons, which use microbial or other biological agents, or
toxins, whatever their origin or method of production;

28) employing weapons the primary effect of which is to injure by fragments
which in the human body escape detection by X-rays;

29) employing laser weapons specifically designed, as their sole combat function
or as one of their combat functions, to cause permanent blindness to unenhanced vision,

that is to the naked eye or to the eye with corrective eyesight devices [12].

A boy runs through a playground covered in dbris after a russian strike in

November 2023.
Photo: by Anatolii Stepanov/ AFP / Getty Images

A

the town f Selydove, the Donetsk region.

Task 12. Translate the words and word combinations into English.

KaryBanHs BifiCbKOBOMOJIOHEHUX, (DI3UUHUN O11b, TPUHU3INBE CTABJICHHS, 3HAYHI
KaJTIITBa, BIMChKOBAa HEOOXIMHICTh, 3apYYHHKH, HE3aKOHHE YB’SI3HCHHS, IMO30aBIISTH
OCHOBHHUX IIpaB, 3aKOHHM Ta 3BHMYai BifiHW, ITMBUIbHE HACEJICHHS, HEBIMCHKOBI Iii,
craryt OOH, Tspkki 30MTKH Ui HaBKOJMIIHBOTO CEPEIOBHINA, XBOPI Ta TMOpaHEHI,
BUJIyYEHHS MailHa IUBUIbHUX 0cC10, mTypM, JKeHeBCbKI KOHBEHIIll, NPUMYCOBa
MPOCTUTYIIIS, JIFOJIChKA T1HICTh, METOJ] BEICHHSI OOMOBUX JIiid, PEKPYTyBaHHS AITEH 70

30poitHuX (opMyBaHb, MEAUYHUN MTEPCOHAI, TOPYIICHHS MIXKHAPOIHOTO TIpaBa.



Task 13. Match the words with their definitions. Write 5 sentences using the
words from the chart.

a) the fact of not having something that you need,
1) to humiliate like enough food, money or a home; the process

that causes this

_ b) the fact of being given honour and respect by
2) suffering

people

c) to make somebody feel ashamed or stupid and
3) wound

lose the respect of other people

d) the crime of stealing things from shops or
4) hostile

buildings after a riot, war, fire, etc.

e) a kind or forgiving attitude towards somebody
5) deprivation that you have the power to harm or right to

punish

) f) aggressive or unfriendly and ready to argue or

6) looting _

fight

g) a person who is killed or injured in war or in
7) hostage _

an accident
8) casualty h) physical or mental pain

1) the use of legal authority to take something
9) mercy from somebody; an amount of something that is

taken in this way

J) a person who is captured and held prisoner by a

) person or group, and who may be injured or

10) seizure

killed if people do not do what the person or

group is asking

K) an injury to part of the body, especially one in

11) warfare . . . .
) which a hole is made in the skin using a weapon

I) the activity of fighting a war, especially using
12) dignity

particular weapons or methods




Task 14. Translate the text into Ukrainian.

War crimes are among the most serious violations of international law, committed
during armed conflicts. They include grave breaches of the Geneva Conventions, such
as willful killing, torture, and inhumane treatment of prisoners of war and civilians.
Intentionally targeting civilians, hospitals, or humanitarian missions is strictly
prohibited under the laws and customs of war. The use of poisonous weapons,
starvation as a method of warfare and attacking cultural heritage sitesare also considered

war crimes.

A woman walks amid destroyed russian tanks in Bucha, in the outskirts of Kyiv, Ukraine, Sunday, April 3, 2022. (AP
Photo/Rodrigo Abd)

In both international and non-international armed conflicts, acts like taking
hostages, executing prisoners without a fair trial and recruiting child soldiers are illegal.
Sexual violence, including rape, forced prostitution, and forced sterilization, is
recognized as a war crime under the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court
(ICC). Deportation or forced transfer of civilians from occupied territories is another
serious violation.

Commanders and political leaders can be held accountable if they order, condone,

or fail to prevent war crimes committed by their forces. The ICC and other international



tribunals prosecute individuals responsible for such atrocities. Despite legal
frameworks, many conflicts still see widespread war crimes, often with little
accountability. Strengthening international cooperation, enforcing accountability, and

promoting adherence to humanitarian law is crucial to preventing future violations.

Task 15. Match the two parts of the sentences. Translate the completed

sentences.
1 Crimes of aggression involve the are also classified as acts of
" | use of armed force by a state aggression
2. | This crime includes acts ever'l I.f they personally did not
participate in combat.
. . such as invasion, military
A state committing aggression : :
3. occupation, and annexation by
threatens
force.
4 Blockades of ports or coasts that aggression concerns the illegal
" | harm another state’s security initiation of conflict.
Planning, preparation, or execution : .
. . against another state in violation of
5. | of aggressive war by political or . .
. ) international law.
military leaders is
Unlike war crimes, which focus on i : : :
6. . Is considered a crime of aggression.
battlefield conduct,
: trong international ration
The Nuremberg Trials after World strong Internationa coope ato
7. . . and adherence to the United
War Il established aggression i
Nations Charter.
Leaders responsible for acts of : i .
8. . . punishable under international law.
aggression can face prosecution
: : . the sovereignty, territorial integrity,
Preventing crimes of aggression reignty gty
Q. ) and political independence of
requires .
another nation.
Launching an attack without
10. | justification or United Nations as the supreme international crime.
approval




Task 16. Work in groups. Discuss the questions below. Present your answers

to the class.

1. What springs to mind when you

hear the term «war crimes»?

2. Do people in a war worry about

war crimes?

3. What is the worst war crime

anyone can commit?

4. Which countries do you know
that have committed the biggest war

crimes?

5. Do you think war crimes will

ever stop?

Nanjing Massacre

Pictures From History/Universal Images Group via Getty
Images

Task 17. Before watching the video «War crimes explained» discuss the following

guestions with your group members.

1. Who decides what a war crime is?

2. How the war crimes evidence is collected?

3. How are war criminals brought to justice?

4. What different organizations that are dealing with the protection of human rights

do you know?



Task 17.1. Watch the video «War crimes explained». Mark the statements

True or False.

Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fORydVCnco4

1. The concept of «the rules of war» is absolutely new and appeared not more
than 25 years ago.

2. Geneva Conventions were created after the World War 1.

3. All countries recognize the core ideas of minimizing suffering and

protecting people not involved in the fighting.

4, War crimes are when you break the rules of war during an armed conflict.

5. Attacking historical monuments is not considered a war crime.

6. Using child soldiers or civilians as human shields is considered a serious
war crime.

7. The biggest difference between war crimes and crimes against humanity is

that the latter not taking place during a conflict.

8. Genocide is always about the physical killing or devastation only.
Q. Human Rights groups play a vital role in the collection of evidence.
10. Prosecuting war criminals in court is quite an easy procedure, because you

need just to demonstrate collected evidence and facts.

Task 17.2 Fill in the gaps using the words given below.

collateral damage, missiles, campaigns, escalating, incendiary weapon, unnecessary

suffering, international tribunal

1. The bombing of the village resulted in significant , with civilian
homes and hospitals being destroyed.
2. The use of banned chemical weapons caused among both soldiers

and civilians, leading to serious health problems and even death.




3. The deliberate targeting of residential areas with was condemned as
a blatant violation of international humanitarian law.

4. The general was brought before an to face charges of crimes
against humanity committed during the conflict.

5. The violence led to widespread human rights violations, prompting
investigations into potential war crimes.

6. The use of an against civilian population led to gruesome
consequences and huge fires.

7. A war crime can be the death of just one person, whereas crimes against
humanity are often organized with the aim of killing or torturing or

displacing a large group of civilians over a period of time.

A napalm bomb erupts in a fireball near U.S. troops in South Vietnam, 1966. AP Images
URL.: https://upfront.scholastic.com/issues/2022-23/031323/the-vietnam-war.html?language=english#1270L



https://upfront.scholastic.com/issues/2022-23/031323/the-vietnam-war.html?language=english#1270L

Task 18. Read the extracts and match them with the appropriate titles.

A. Second Sino-Japanese War C. World War 11

B. Vietnam War D. Korean War

1.

This war spanned multiple continents, with battles fought across Europe, Asia, and the
Pacific. Civilians suffered immensely, particularly in occupied territories where
genocide, forced labor, and mass executions were carried out. Entire cities were reduced
to rubble by firebombing. War crimes trials were held afterward, attempting to bring
justice to those responsible in Nuremberg.

2.

This conflict began when one side, backed by a powerful communist ally, launched a
sudden invasion across the 38th parallel. Civilians were caught in the crossfire as
foreign powers intervened, turning the peninsula into a battleground. Mass executions,
forced disappearances, and targeted killings of political opponents were widespread.
The war ended in an uneasy ceasefire rather than a peace treaty, leaving the two nations
technically still at war.

3.

This war started in 1937. During this brutal conflict, one nation's imperial ambitions led
to a devastating invasion of its neighbor. Cities were bombed, civilians killed, and
prisoners of war subjected to inhumane experiments. One of the most notorious
atrocities occurred in the Nanjing city, where tens of thousands people were killed. This
war later merged into a global conflict, with the victimized nation receiving support
from major Allied powers.

4.

Guerrilla warfare, airstrikes, and chemical weapons characterized this long and
controversial conflict. Civilians suffered from massacres, napalm bombings, and the use
of defoliants that caused long-term health effects. Reports of atrocities committed by
both sides shocked the world, leading to widespread protests and opposition. Despite
massive military efforts, the invading forces ultimately withdrew, leaving the nation to
reunite under a new government. One of the notorious war crimes was committed by a
platoon of soldiers on March 1968 at My Lai, a small village.




Task 19.Complete the multiple choice test.
1. What is the best definition of a war crime?
A) Any act of violence committed during wartime
B) A violation of the laws and customs of war, including targeting civilians,
mistreatment of prisoners, and use of banned weapons
C) Any military action that results in casualties
D) A crime committed by military personnel against their own government
2. Which international body is primarily responsible for prosecuting individuals
accused of war crimes?
A) United Nations Security Council
B) International Court of Justice (ICJ)
C) International Criminal Court (ICC)
D) World Trade Organization (WTO)
3. The Geneva Conventions are a set of treaties that primarily protect:
A) Military strategists
B) Civilians, prisoners of war, and the wounded
C) Political leaders
D) Private corporations
4. What is the primary purpose of the Rome Statute of the International Criminal
Court (ICC)?
A) To regulate international trade disputes
B) To establish a permanent international court for prosecuting war crimes, genocide,
and crimes against humanity
C) To create peace treaties after conflicts
D) To define military strategy for NATO
5. Which of the following is NOT considered a war crime?
A) Torturing prisoners of war
B) Using child soldiers
C) Taking hostages
D) Attacking an enemy military base



6. Deliberately targeting civilians in a conflict is considered:

A) A legitimate military strategy

B) A war crime under international law

C) A minor offense with no real consequences

D) Only illegal if chemical weapons are used

7. Which type of weapon is explicitly banned under international law due to
humanitarian concerns?

A) Submarines

B) Biological and chemical weapons

C) Tanks

D) Drones

8. Which of the following is an example of an illegal act under the Geneva
Conventions?

A) Providing medical aid to wounded soldiers

B) Taking enemy soldiers as prisoners of war

C) Executing unarmed prisoners

D) Conducting military operations in enemy territory

9. What is genocide?

A) The mass killing or persecution of a specific national, ethnic, racial, or religious
group

B) The forced removal of enemy soldiers

C) The destruction of military bases

D) The execution of prisoners of war

10. The Nuremberg Trials were significant because they:

A) Were the first trials to hold individuals accountable for war crimes

B) Allowed war criminals to go free

C) Established the International Criminal Court

D) Were held to determine military promotions



11. What is the maximum sentence that the International Criminal Court (ICC)
can impose?

A) 10 years in prison

B) Death penalty

C) Life imprisonment

D) Exile from one’s home country

12. A soldier following an unlawful order to commit a war crime:

A) Is always exempt from punishment

B) Can be held accountable if they knew the order was illegal

C) Cannot be prosecuted if they acted out of fear

D) Is only guilty if the crime was committed in enemy territory

13. What is ""command responsibility" in the context of war crimes?

A) The duty of a commander to win battles at all costs

B) The legal doctrine holding superiors responsible for war crimes committed by their
subordinates if they knew or should have known about them

C) A military principle ensuring loyalty to one's country

D) A leadership award given to high-ranking officers

14. Which of the following crimes falls under the jurisdiction of the International
Criminal Court (ICC)?

A) Crimes of aggression

B) Genocide

C) Crimes against humanity

D) All of the above

15. Which major international document sets the rules for the humane treatment
of prisoners of war?

A) The Universal Declaration of Human Rights

B) The Geneva Conventions

C) The Treaty of Versailles

D) The United Nations Charter



Task 20. Write a short paragraph (5-6 sentences) about the importance of

investigating war crimes. Use at least 5 words from the given list.

wars, victims, witnesses, international law, trauma, suspicion, verdict, injuries,
sufferings, mass killings, prisoners of war, political leaders, justice, revenge, no mercy,
resistance, torture, degrading treatment, violence, chaos, international law, treaties,
court, accountability, evidence, persecution, human rights, civilians, transnational

repression, child soldiers, human shields, displacing a large group of people

On January 14, the russian missile strike on Dnipro destroyed a section of a nine-story residential building. 46 people were
killed and 80 were injured.
URL:Elena Tita / the Collection of war.ukraine.ua

NOTA BENE

MEMORICIDE is the destruction of the memory, extermination of the past of
targeted people. It also refers to destruction of the traces (such as religious buildings or
schools) that might recall the former presence of those considered undesirable.

The term was coined by Croatian doctor Mirko Grmek in a text published in Le
Figaro on 19 December 1991 [19].



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mirko_Grmek
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Le_Figaro
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Le_Figaro

Task 21. Match each term on the left with its correct definition on the right.

1. Torture

a crime under international law even if it is not
a crime in the country where it takes place, and
incitement to commit genocide is also a crime.

This term means any of the following acts
committed with intent to destroy, in whole or in
part, a national, ethnic, racial or religious group.

2.Genocide

an offence for a public official or person acting
in an official capacity to intentionally inflict
severe pain or suffering on another in the
performance or purported performance of their
official duties, without lawful authority.

3.Crimes against humanity

the intentional killing of civilians, prisoners of
war, or other protected persons in violation of
the laws of war.

4 Willful Killing

atrocities and offences committed against any
civilian population, as part of a widespread
attack.

5. Taking Hostages

recruiting or using children under the age of 15
in armed forces or groups, either in combat or
support roles.

6.Use of Prohibited Weapons

seizing individuals and threatening harm to
force an opposing party to act or refrain from
acting.

7.Using Child Soldiers

employing weapons that cause excessive injury,
suffering, or long-term environmental damage,
such as chemical or biological weapons.

Task 22. Translate the words and word combinations. You willencounter

them in the next task.

civilians

BOEHHI J11

BIMICBKOBOITOJIOHEH]

wounded soldiers

BJIACHICTH




3BHYail BIHHUA

The International Criminal Court (ICC)

Paris Declaration Respecting Maritime

Law

Hague Convention on the Laws and

Customs of War

[lepma cBiToBa BiitHa

OTpYHHI Ta3u

London Protocol on Submarine Warfare

KpUMiHaJIbHa BIAMOBIAATBHICTD

looting

HaCHJJIsA

asphyxiating gases

UYepBoHuii Xpect

The Red Crescent

m030aBJIEHHS BOJII

YMHUCHE BOMBCTBO

life imprisonment

Task 23. Translate the abstracts into English. Memorize the names of the new
protocols and conventions.

1. 3akoHu Ta 3BHMYAl BIMHM MalOTh HAa METI YCYHYTH HAKOPCTOKIII CIOCOOH 1
3aco00M BEJEHHS BIMHM Ta 3a0€3MeYMTH 3aXUCT MHUPHOTO HaceleHHs. BuzHayaroTh
MOPSIOK ~ TOYaTKy, BEASHHS 1  TPUNUHEHHS  BOEHHWX  Jid,  TPaBOBE
CTaHOBHUIIIE KOMOATaHTIB 1IIUBIJILHOTO HACEJIEHHS, BINChKOBOMOJIOHEHUX, XBOpUX 1
MOPAaHEHUX BIICHKOBOCTYKOOBI[IB TOIIO, a TaKOX MPAaBOBUM PEKUM BIACHOCTI.
BcTaHOBTIOIOTH IOpUINYHY BiAMOBIIATBLHICTD 32 MOPYIIECHHS 3aKOHIB Ta 3BUYAiB BIMHH.
[TopyiieHHsT 3aKOHIB BIMHM Ta CKOEHHS BOEHHUX 3JIOUYMHIB po3rysigac MixKHapOIHUM

KpuMiHaIbHUH cyn y ["aasi, sikuit gie 3 2002 poky [16].




2. YuHHI 3aKOHM Ta 3BWYAl BIMHM BH3HAYCHI MIKHAPOJHUMH JOTOBOPAMHM.
[MepmmMu 3 Takux akTiB Oynau [lapu3bka jaekiapaliiss mpo MOpchKy BiliHy (1856 p.),
J’KeneBcbka KOHBEHIliS MPO MOJIIMIICHHS JOJMI IMOpaHeHWX Ha mojii Ooro (1864 p.),
['aa3pka KOHBEHINSI PO 3aKOoHM Ta 3BU4YAi cyxomyrHol BifiHu (1899 p.), I'aasbka
KOHBEHIlII Tpo OoMOapayBaHHs MOpChKMMU cuiaamu Tmin dac BiitHm (1907 p.),
JloHoHChKa Aekapailis mpo npaBo Mmopckkoi BikiHu (1909 p.). [Micns [epmioi cBiToBOT
BiitaM 1914-1918 pp. OyB mnpuiiHsITO JKCHEBCHKHI TMPOTOKOJI TMpO 3a00pOHY
3aCTOCYBAaHHS Ha BIMHI 3aAyLUIMBUX, OTPYHMHHMX a00 I1HIIMX NOAIOHMX ras3iB Ta
OakTepionoriunux 3aco0iB (1925 p). Mo miei sk kareropii akTiB HajexaTh JKeHeBChbKa
KOHBEHIIiI TPO TOBOUKEHHs 3 BikicbkoBomogonenumu (1929 p.), JlongoHchkui

MPOTOKOJI TPO [ii MiJBOJAHUX YOBHIB IMPOTU TOPTOBEIBHUX CYACH Yy BOEHHUH Hac

(1936 p.) Tomo [16].

3. Ilicns dpyroi cBiToBoi BifiHM 1939-1945 pp. mopylieHHs 3aKOHIB Ta 3BUYAIB
BiiHM OyJ0 BH3HAHO OJHUM 13 HAWTHKYMX MDKHAPOIHUX 3JOYMHIB, BUMHEHHS SKHX
TATHE 32 CO00I0 KpUMiHAIbHY BIAMOBIIANBHICTh. byB mianucanuii makeT JKeHEBCHKUX

KOHBEHII1i, 1110 CTOCYIOTHCS MOJIMIIEHHS /1011 TOPAHEHUX 1 XBOPUX Y JIIIOYUX apMisixX Ta



NOTEepHIINX Y KopaOenbHii aBapii 31 ckiagy 30pOMHUX CHJI Ha MOpI, MOBOJKEHHS 3
BIHiChKOBOIIOJIOHEHUMH, 3aXHUCTY IIUBLILHOTO HAaceJIeHHs i vyac Biiiau (1949 p.) [16].
4, BignoBigHO 10 BUMOT JKEHEBCHKMX KOHBEHIIIH, 10 KpUMIHAIBEHOTO KOACKCY
Vkpainn (KKY) BHeceHO  HOpMH  TIpO  BIANOBIJAIBHICTH 32 MapoOJEPCTBO,
MOTaHEITOBOKCHHSI 3 BIICHKOBOMOJIOHEHUMH, HACWJIBCTBO HaJ HACEICHHSAM Yy paioHI
OoloBuUX /ii1, He3aKOHHE HOCIHHS 3HaKiB UepBoHoro Xpecra i Ueponoro [liBmicsiis Ta

3JI0B)KMBaHHS HUMU [16].

Vovchansk in the Kharkiv region is another Ukrainian city turned into ruins due to russian military aggression. URL.:
Kostiantyn and Vlada Liberova

5. 3rigno 31 ctr. 438 KKV, )x0opcToke MOBOMKEHHS 3 BiMICHKOBOIIOJIOHEHUMU
a00 LMBUIBHUM HAaCEJEHHSIM, BUTHAaHHS LMBUIBHOTO HACEJIECHHS ISl MPUMYCOBHMX
po0iT, po3rpaOyBaHHS HAIlOHAIBHWX I[IHHOCTEH Ha OKYIOBaHIA TEpPHUTOPIi,
3aCTOCYBaHHs 3ac00iB BeJEHHS BIWHU, 3a00POHEHHMX MIDKHAPOIHUM IMPaBOM, 1HIII
MOPYILEHHS 3aKOHIB Ta 3BUYAiB BIMHU, 110 NepeadayeHl MIXKHAPOAHUMU JOTOBOPAMH,
3rojia Ha 0OOB'A3KOBICTh SKUX HajaHa BepxoBHoto Panoro Ykpainu, a Takox BiJaHHS
HaKa3y Mpo BUMHEHHS TaKUX JAii, KaparoThCs M030aBJICHHSM BOJII Ha CTPOK BiJ § 10 12

POKIB.



Ti cami IisiHHS, K10 BOHHM MOEIHAH] 3 YMUCHUM BOMBCTBOM — 1030aBJICHHSIM BOJI1

Ha cTpok Bia 10 g0 15 pokiB ab6o qoBiuHO [16].

Task 24. Read and translate the text. Pay attention to the highlighted words.
Work in pairs and explain the meaning of these words in English.

The full-scale invasion of the russian federation into the territory of Ukraine really
became a challenge for the proper implementation of the criminal process, which
requires an effective response from law enforcement agencies and the judicial system.
Significant changes are needed in the criminal procedural legislation, which will ensure
effective investigations of criminal offenses. This may include improving evidence-
gathering procedures, strengthening mechanisms to protect the rights of victims, and
ensuring effective judicial review of criminal proceedings. Proposals from legislators
regarding the legal regime of martial law must be carefully analyzed taking into account
the peculiarities of the criminal process in wartime conditions. It is important that they
reflect the real needs of law enforcement agencies and the judicial system in fighting
crime and ensuring law and order. After all, the quality of criminal procedural
legislation requires not only the correct formulation of legislation, but also, first of all,
its effective application in practice. Ensuring justice for all victims of the actions of the
aggressor state is an important goal that must be achieved by improving the criminal
process and strengthening legal protection mechanisms.

The changes in criminal procedural legislation are aimed at regulating the
activities of pre-trial investigation bodies throughout the state, especially in the
conditions of martial law. Since the normal functioning of state institutions is disrupted
during hostilities, in connection with this there is a need for a special legal regulation
of the process of investigating criminal offenses.

The introduction of martial law made adjustments (Buecio xopektusm) to the
work of the judicial authorities, law enforcement agencies, the bar, the prosecutor's
office, the notary, etc. Therefore, first of all, there was a question about making changes

to the procedural legislation, which would regulate certain issues regarding the



implementation of judicial proceedings, pre-trial investigation and take into account
the realities of martial law conditions.

After the beginning of the full-scale invasion of russian federation into the territory
of Ukraine, several more changes were made to Section IX-1, namely, on March 15,
2022, changes were made to the title of the section as follows: "Special regime of pre-
trial investigation, trial in conditions of war,state of emergency or in the area of anti-
terrorist operations or measures to ensure national security and defense, repulse and
deter armed aggression of russian federation and/or other states against Ukraine" and
supplemented by Article 616 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine "Cancellation of the
preventive measure for military service under conscription during mobilization, on a
special period or change of preventive measure for other reasons".

However, the most significant and important changes to the Criminal Procedure
Code of Ukraine regarding the specifics of the investigation of criminal proceedings
under martial law were introduced by the Law of Ukraine dated April 14, 2022 "On
Amendments to the Criminal Procedure Code of Ukraine on Improving the
Procedure for Conducting Criminal Proceedings under Martial Law". So, in
particular, changes were again made to the title of section IX-1, namely: "Special
regime of pre-trial investigation, trial under martial law", as well as quite a lot of
changes and features of criminal proceedings under martial law were fixed by changes
to Article 615 Communist Party of Ukraine.

So, let's pay attention to the specific features of the amendments and additions to
the Criminal Procedure Code of Ukraine, in particular, with regard to evidence and
proof, the legislator introduced a special norm regarding the assessment of the
materiality of a violation of human rights in the conditions martial law.

Also worthy of attention are the changes related to the terms of the pre-trial
investigation under martial law. Thus, in particular, the Law of Ukraine dated August
23, 2023 amended the Criminal Procedure Code of Ukraine regarding the specifics of
calculating the terms of pre-trial investigation under martial law, which provide for the
following: pre-trial investigations and on the date of the imposition of martial law, no

person has been notified of the suspicion, the period from the date of the introduction of



martial law to the date of its termination or cancellation is not included in the general
terms provided for in the second part of Article 219 of this Code.

Taking into account and analyzing these changes, we believe that the amendments
made to the Criminal Code of Ukraine will definitely make it possible to increase the
guality and efficiency of the process of pre-trial investigation of criminal proceedings
under martial law, as well as the ability to ensure the effective collection of evidence

and the appropriate and proper recording of war crimes and genocide.

NOTA BENE

ECOCIDE is the destruction of the environment by humans. Ecocide threatens all
human populations who are dependent on natural resources for
maintaining ecosystems and ensuring their ability to support future generations [18].

Common causes of ecocide include war, pollution, over-exploitation of natural
resources such as the Amazon rainforest, and industrial disasters. The term was
popularized by Olof Palme when he accused the United States of ecocide at the
1972 UN Conference on the Human Environment [18].

Ecocide may occur with or without intent. Environmental lawyer Polly
Higgins distinguishes between ascertainable and non-ascertainable ecocide, with the
former having a clear human cause while the latter does not. An example of non-
ascertainable ecocide is destruction due to extreme weather events related to climate
change [18].

The Independent Expert Panel for the Legal Definition of Ecocide, convened by
Stop Ecocide Foundation describes ecocide as "unlawful or wanton acts committed with
knowledge that there is a substantial likelihood of severe and either widespread or

long-term damage to the environment being caused by those acts™ [18].

Task 25. Write 10 questions to the text from Task 24. Work in groups. Ask

and answer the questions.




Task 26. Read and translate the text. Write a summary.
Peculiarities of criminal proceeding under martial law

During the wartime, it is impossible to ensure compliance of pre-trial investigation
bodies, prosecutors and courts with the deadlines set by the Criminal Penal Code of
Ukraine. As a result of this, the rights of participants in criminal proceedings and the
procedure of calculation of the terms of the pre-trial investigation may be violated.

Under the martial law, conducting investigative (search) and other procedural
actions both before and after notifying a person of suspicion can be significantly
complicated, and in some cases — impossible. If the pre-trial investigation body is
unable to investigate in due time, it shall not be possible to justify the waste of

procedural time.

A photographer from Kharkiv captured over 60 missile launches from the territory of russia
URL: photo by Vadim Belikov

However, the Criminal Penal Code of Ukraine does not stipulate a solution to be

applied when it deems impossible to perform the relevant actions within the timeframe



specified by law. This is about the terms of performing the following procedural
actions:

* consideration of petitions during the pre-trial investigation (Article 220 of the
CPC);

» reviewing the materials of the pre-trial investigation before its completion
(Article 221 of the CPC);

« filing and reviewing a complaint against the decision, action or inaction of the
investigator, coroner or prosecutor (Articles 304, 306 of the CPC);

« appeal against non-compliance with reasonable time limits (Article 308 of the
CPC);

* proclamation of a court decision (Article 376 of the CPC);

» appeal and cassation appeal (Articles 395, 426 of the CPC).

Therefore, experts suggest to amend Article 615 of the CPC of Ukraine, which
establishes a special regime of pre-trial investigation, in particular, under martial law, to
add provisions that:

» establish the possibility of extending the term of pre-trial investigation for the
period of martial law or state of emergency, in the whole of Ukraine or its separate
localities;

* introduce the possibility of committing certain procedural actions, the
commission of which is objectively impossible, in particular, under martial law or state
of emergency, as soon as possible, but no later than 15 days after the termination or

abolition of martial law or state of emergency.

NOTA BENE
Heobxiono po3pizuamu noHamms «80EHHUIL 3704 UH» MA «BIIUCOKOBUTL 3/10UUH):
Boenni 3nouunu — ye nopyuieHHa MidCHApPOOHUX 3AKOHI6 MA 36U4ai8 GIUHU, SKI
301UCHIOIOMbCA NIO YAC GIUHU.
Biiicbko6i 310uunu — ye KpUMIHANbHI NPABONOPYULEHHS NPOMU NOPAOK) HeCeHHs
abo npPoxo0IHceHHsl BIliICbKOBOI CLyHcOU apMii OKpeMoi KpaiHu, 8UUHAIOMbCS HE3AIEHCHO

810 moeo € gitina uu Hemac[17].




Task 27. Work in pairs. Read and translate the dialogue (interrogation).

Interrogation Transcript

Case No.: 2025/078-KM

Date: March 3, 2025

Location: ICC

Interrogator: Officer B

Suspect: Colonel M

Observer: Representative from the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights
(OHCHR)

Officer B: Colonel M, you are being questioned today in relation to charges of war
crimes under Article 8 of the Rome Statute. Do you understand the charges brought
against you?

Colonel M: Yes, | understand the charges, but | categorically deny any wrongdoing.

Officer B: Let us begin with the events of May15, 2023, in the village of L. Witness
testimonies and satellite imagery confirm that your regiment was responsible for an
indiscriminate artillery barrage, resulting in the deaths of 67 civilians. How do you
respond?

Colonel M: | maintain that my regiment only engaged legitimate military targets.
Civilian casualties, while unfortunate, were collateral damage in a lawful military
operation.

Officer B: Are you aware that targeting civilians or launching disproportionate attacks
constitutes a grave breach of the Geneva Conventions?

Colonel M: I instructed my officers to follow the rules of engagement. Any unintended
casualties were a consequence of enemy combatants using civilian structures for cover.

Officer B: According to intercepted communications, you personally authorized the
shelling despite intelligence indicating a high civilian presence. Can you explain this?

Colonel M: That information is inaccurate. | never issued such an order.

Officer B: Very well. Let us move to the issue of mistreatment of prisoners of war.
Testimonies from former detainees describe inhumane conditions and systematic torture
at Camp 45, under your direct command. Do you deny this?

Colonel M: | refute those allegations entirely. My subordinates were instructed to treat
prisoners in accordance with the Third Geneva Convention.




Officer B: Yet medical reports indicate severe physical abuse. There is also
documented evidence of enforced disappearances. Who, if not you, is responsible?

Colonel M: If any individuals under my command engaged in unauthorized actions,
they did so without my knowledge or approval.

Officer B: The principle of command responsibility holds you accountable for the
actions of your subordinates. Are you claiming a lack of control over your own forces?

Colonel M: | reject that assertion. Any isolated violations should be investigated, but |
am not responsible for crimes | did not order.

Officer B: Noted. This concludes today's session. The next hearing will focus on
documented evidence of forced displacement and ethnic cleansing.

Task 28. Translate the words from the dialogue into English.

Write 5 sentences using them.

00B8UHYBAYUEHHS, CYNYMHUKOBI 3HIMKU, NOKA3AHHS C8IOKIB, apmuaepitiCbKuii 0ocmpii,
empamu cepeo YUBLIbHO20 HACENEHHS, 2pyde NOPYUIEeHHS 3a4KOHY, PO36i0Ka
(po36i0ysanvhi 0aHi), HemouHa iHpopmayis, HearvOCbKe CIMAGIeHHS, KAMYB8AHH, HAKA3,

O0KA3U, eMHIYHI YUCIKU

Task 29. Work in pairs. Create your own dialogue. Use Task 27 as an
example.
Task 30. Translate the abstract into English.

BoeHHi 3504uMHM € TpyOMMH MOPYIICHHSIMH MDKHAPOIHOTO T'yMaHITapHOI'O
nmpaBa. BoOHM BKIIOYAaOTh HABMHCHI Hamaaul Ha MHUPHE HACEJCHHS, KaTyBaHHS
BIICbKOBOIIOJIOHEHUX, BUKOPUCTAHHS 3a00pOHEHOI 30poi Ta MPUMYCOBE MEpPEeMIlICHHS
nuBUIbHUX oc10. Taki aii 3a00poHeHi JKeHEBCHhbKMMHU KOHBEHIISIMU Ta J10JaTKOBHUMU
MIPOTOKOJIAMHU JIO HUX.

OmHuM 13 HAWUTDHKIMX BOEHHUX 3JIOYWHIB € TCHOIHWJ — 3HHINCHHS IEeBHOI
€THIYHOI, HAI[IOHAJIbHOI YW peniriiHoi rpynu. KpiMm Toro, BoeHHI Jii HE MOBUHHI

CIOPUYMHATH HAIMIPHUX CTpaKJlaHb a0o0 3aMofiloBaTH IIKOAY oco0aM, siKki He OepyTh




ydacTti B OoioBUX JisiX. BuKopucTaHHS TOPTYp Ta HEIIOJCbKE TOBOJKEHHS 3

IIOJIOHCHUMM € 3JIOUNHaMM IIPOTHU J'IIOI[HHOCTi.

debris as people may still be under the rubble. July 8, 2024
Photo: Kostiantyn Liberov and Vlada Liberova

Komanaupu BIHCBKOBUX MiAPO3AUIB HECYTh BIAMOBIIAIBHICT, 3a J1i CBOIX
nigernux. [IpuHIUN KoMaHAHOI BIAMOBIJAIBHOCTI mepeadadae, IO HAaBITh SAKIIO
3JI04MHU OyJIM BYMHEHI MiAJIETIMMU 0€3 MPSAMOro Hakasy, iXH1 KepIBHUKH MOXYTh OyTH
NPUTATHYTI A0 BIANOBIIAIBHOCTI 3a 0€3/isIbHICTh a00 HEJOCTATHIA KOHTPOIb.

’KepTBu BOEHHUX 3JI0YMHIB MaIOTh MPAaBO Ha CIPaBEAJIMBUI CYAOBHUI PO3TIIS Ta
BIJIIITKOAYBAaHH 3aBIaHoil mKoau. CBITOBA CIIUILHOTA TOBUHHA MPAITIOBATH Pa30M, 11100

3arno0iraT BOEHHUM 3JI0YMHAaM Ta 3a0e3MevuyBaTH CIPaBEAJIMBICTh AJIs MOTEPIILINX.

NOTA BENE
Idioms:
A Pyrrhic victory — a success that brings such significant harm to the victor that it
differs little from defeat.

Fight fire with fire — to use the same methods as someone else in order to defeat them.



https://dictionary.cambridge.org/uk/dictionary/english/method
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/uk/dictionary/english/else
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/uk/dictionary/english/order
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/uk/dictionary/english/defeat

Task 31. Work in groups. Follow the instructions to create a project.

Objective:

Imagine that you’re historical
researchers, journalists or scholars.
Create a tribunal case file related to a

war crime.

Instructions:

1. Choose a war crime.

2. Create a Tribunal Case File. This file should
include: a 200-250 word summary of the war
crime, including the time, place, key figures;
witness testimonies (2-3 testimonies from
different perspectives, e.g. soldier, victim,
journalist); defense and prosecution arguments;

final verdict

Evaluation Criteria:

[ Creativity and originality

) Historical accuracy mixed with engaging storytelling

[ Clarity of argumentation
[1 Grammar, structure, and coherence

The city of
Toretsk in
the
Donetsk
region was
turned into
ruins by
russia’s
military
aggression.
July 2024
Photo:
Kostiantyn
and Vlada
Liberov




Task 32. Choose a topic from the list and write an essay. Read the clues that

can help you.

Note: your essay should be no more than 12 sentences.

Topic 1. The
responsibility of soldiers
vs. commanders in war

crimes.
Clue:whether individual
soldiers should be held
accountable for war crimes
or if responsibility lies
primarily with commanders

and policymakers.

Topic 2. Can war crimes
ever be justified?
Clue: examine cases where
war crimes may have been
committed for "greater
good" arguments and
critically assess their

validity.

Topic 3. Media and war
crimes.
Clue:analyze the role of
media in exposing or
concealing war crimes and
its impact on international

responses.

Topic 4. The use of
chemical and biological
weapons as war crimes.
Clue: examine historical
instances where chemical

or biological weapons have
been used (e.g., Ukraine,
Syria, Iraq, World War I)

and discuss how
international treaties like
the Chemical Weapons
Convention (CWC) and
Biological Weapons
Convention (BWC) classify

their use as war crimes.

Topic 5. The impact of
war Crimes on post-
conflict reconciliation and
justice.

Clue: analyze how war
crimes affect societies after
a conflict ends, including
issues of transitional
justice, truth commissions,
and reparations. Use case
studies such as South
Africa, Bosnia, or Rwanda
to explore how different
societies address past

atrocities.

Topic 6. War Crimes and
the protection of civilians
under international
humanitarian law.
Clue: explore the legal
frameworks designed to
protect civilians during
armed conflicts, such as the
Geneva Conventions.
Discuss cases where these
laws have been violated
(e.g., targeting of hospitals,
use of human shields) and
the challenges in enforcing

accountability.




DICTIONARY

airstrike

an attack by military aircraft on
a city, enemy soldiers, or their supplies,

either by bombing or by firing guns

aBiaynap

armed conflict

armed confrontation between the armed

forces of states

30pOMHUIA KOHQIIIKT

assault a violent attack Harmas; MTypM
_ an extremely cruel act, or KpaitHs )KOPCTOKICTh;
atrocity
the committing of such acts 3BIPCTBO
to cut off someone's head, especially as
beheading _ 00€3roJI0BIICHHS
a punishment
KHNJIINMOBEC
OooMOapayBanHs (200
caTypailiiine
the act of dropping a lot of bombs over OomOapayBaHHs) — 1€
blanket a large area such as a city, OomOapyBaHHS BEITUKOT
bombing without aiming for TEpUTOPIi, IO
any particular buildings BUKOHYETHCS ITOCTYIIOBO,
11100 3aBIaTH LIKOIU
KOXKHIH YaCTUHI
BUOPAHOT JIUISTHKY 3E€MJTi)
6oMOapayBaHHS
(3acib BeaecHHS BiitHU
BIICbKOBO-TIOBITPSTHUMU
an attack or attacks on criiaMu a00 MOPCHKUM
bombing a place or area using bombs, or ¢1oTOM Ha TEpUTOPIT

the activity of attacking in this way

NPOTHBHUKA, IIJISIXOM
3aBJIaBaHHs PAKETHO-
O0MOOBUX yapiB MO

BIICbKOBHX 00'€KTax)




an act of breaking a law, promise,

breach _ ] MOPYIICHHS
agreement, or relationship
a small metal object that is fired from a
bullet KyJIst
gun
. the state of being kept as a prisoner or in a
captivity 1OJIOH; HEBOJIA
space that you cannot escape from
a person who is killed or injured in war or | BTpara (mipo Jtojeii);
casualty _ _ ,
in an accident MOTEPIINI
) ) ) MPUITMHEHHS (HANPUKIIa
_ the stopping of something; a break in _
cessation ) koMaHj1a «toceasefire» —
something
IMPUITUHUTH BOTOHB )
o a person who is not a member of the .
civilian _ IIUBUJIbHA 0cO0a
armed forces or the police
_ o KOMOaTaHT
a person or group involved in fighting in a
combatant (xTo Oepe y4acTb y

war or battle

BeJICHH1 OOMOBUX J1H)

confinement

the state of being forced to stay in a
closed space, prison, etc.; the act of

putting somebody there

YB’SI3HEHHS; YTPUMAaHHS

conscription

the practice of ordering people by law to

join the armed forces

IPU30B Ha BIHCHKOBY

CIIyXO0y
behavior that causes physical or mental
cruelty pain to others and makes them suffer, KOPCTOKICTh
especially deliberately
cUstoms an accepted way of behaving or of doing —_

things in a society or a community




damage

physical harm caused to something which

makes it less attractive, useful or valuable

30MTOK; IIIKOJa

debris

pieces of wood, metal, building materials,
etc. that are left after something has been

destroyed

yIIAMKH

degrading

treatment

cruel or unkind treatment of somebody

IIPUHU3JINBC CTABJICHHA

a00 ITOBOKECHHS

deportation

the act of forcing somebody to leave a
country, usually because they have
broken the law or because they have no

legal right to be there

JenopTaItis

deprivation

the fact of not having something that you
need, like enough food, money or a home;

the process that causes this

030aBJIEHHS

detention

the state of being kept in a place,

especially a prison, and prevented from

leaving

3aTpUMaHHSA

devastation

great destruction or damage, especially

over a wide area

TOTAJIbHE PYWHYBAaHHS Ta

CIIYCTOILICHHS
o the fact of being given honor and respect o
dignity TiIHICTD
by people
involuntary or compulsory prostitution
enforced

prostitution

where a person is forced to perform

sexual intercourse

IPUMYCOBA IPOCTUTYIIIS

enforced

sterilization

involuntary or coerced removal of a
person’s ability to reproduce, often

through a surgical procedure

MIPUMYCOBa CTaTEBA

CTEpHUITI3aLlis

enslavement

the act of making somebody a slave

pabCTBO; MMOHEBOJICHHS



https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/definition/english/destruction

execution

the act of killing somebody, especially as

) cTpara
apunishment
the state of being sent to live in another
exile country that is not your own, especially BUTHAHHSI
for political reasons or as a punishment
the bad feeling that you have when you
fear are in danger or when a particular thing cTpax
frightens you
) a place where opposing armies face each JiHis GPOHTY;
frontline _ o S
other in war and where fighting happens JIHIS 3ITKHEHHS
the murder of a large number of people
_ from a particular nation or ethnic group,
genocide _ ) _ _ TCHOIU]I
with the aim of destroying that nation or
group
) very serious and important; giving you a
grave (adj) _ TSOKKAN
reason to feel worried
a member of a small group of soldiers
] who are not part of an official army and
guerilla (n) _ ) o ) MOBCTaHEIb; MApTHU3aH
who fight against official soldiers, usually
to try to change the government
_ the fact that somebody has done
guilt o MIPOBHHA
something illegal
a person who is captured and held
prisoner by a person or group, and who
hostage o o 3apy4HUK
may be injured or killed if people do not
do what the person or group is asking
_ aggressive or unfriendly and ready to
hostile BOPOXKHIA

argue or fight



https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/definition/english/ethnic-group

a feeling of being ashamed or stupid and

humiliation having lost the respect of other people; TIPUHKEHHS
the act of making somebody feel like this
) not caring about the pain or problems of
inhumane ) HEJIOACHKUI
other people or animals; very cruel
. harm done to a person’s or an animal’s
Injury MMOLIKOJPKECHHS
body
intent what you intend or plan to do HaMip; YMHUCEI

international

law

a system of rules that is established by
international agreement between

countries

MI>KHapOJIHE TTPaBoO

intimidation

the act of frightening or threatening
somebody so that they will do what you

want

3K YBaHHS

invasion

the act of an army entering another
country by force in order to take control
of it

BTOPIrHCHHA

law

the whole system of rules that everyone in

a country or society must obey

3dKOH; IIpaBoO

looting

the crime of stealing things from shops or

buildings after a riot, fire, etc.

MapoJIEPCTBO

mass killing

the violent crime of killing a number of
people, typically simultaneously or over a
relatively short period of time and in

close geographic proximity

MacoBe BOMBCTBO

missile

a weapon that is sent through the air and
that explodes when it hits the thing that it

Is aimed at

pEaKTHUBHA paKeTa



https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/definition/english/riot_1#riot_sng_1

mutilation

severe damage to somebody's body,
especially when part of it is cut or torn

off; the act of causing such damage

KaJIIIITBO

no quarter

during military conflict or war, implies
that combatants would not be taken as

prisoners, but executed

KOOHOI'O MUJIOCEP s

occupation

the act of moving into a country, town,
etc. and taking control of it using military
force; the period of time during which a

country, town, etc. is controlled in this

way

oKymarfis

outrage

an act or event that is violent, cruel or
very wrong and that shocks people or

makes them very angry

Hapyra

persecution

the act of treating somebody in a cruel
and unfair way, especially because of

their race, religion or political beliefs

nepeciiyBaHHs

poison

a substance that causes death or harm if it
gets into the body

oTpyTa

poisonous gases

a gas that is

00I10B1 OTpYiiHI

usedto kill people, especially in a war PEUOBHHHU
a person, usually a member of the armed
_ forces, who is captured by the enemy .
prisoner of war _ ] _ BiIICHKOBOITOJIOHCHUA
during a war and kept in a prison camp
until the war has finished
o the act of stopping something being done
prohibition _ 3a0opoHa
or used, especially by law
o a body projected by external force and
projectile cHaps, Ooempunac

continuing in motion by its own inertia




a thing or things that are owned by

property ) ) MaifHO; BIACHICTh
somebody; a possession or possessions
the crime of forcing somebody to have
rape sex when they do not want it or are not 3IBAJITYBaHHS
able to agree to it
o the act or process of making an agreement o
ratification _ _ o patudikaris
legally valid by voting for or signing it
the act or process of finding new people
recruitment | to join an organization, the armed forces, PEKPYTHHT
etc.
a strong feeling of approval of
respect (n) somebody/something because of their mopara
good qualities or achievements
) the act of using force to oppose .
resistance _ ormip
somebody/something
1) the act of using force to take
_ control of a country, town, etc. 1) 3axoricHHS
seizure

2) the use of legal authority to take

something from somebody

2) BHJIYYCHHS

serious bodily

causing somebody serious physical injury

TSHKK] TUIECHI

harm YIIKOKCHHS
severe extremely bad or serious TSOKKUAN, CEPHO3HUI
«CHap}II[HI/Iﬁ I0OK»
_ o (TepMmiH BBeICHUH Y
a mental illness caused by fighting in a o L
shell-shock qacu [-i cBiTOBOI BiliHN);
war
3apa3 BUKOPHUCTOBYETHCS
K KOHTY3151 Y1 HEBPO3
_ the state in which somebody suffers or
starvation rOJIOJ

dies because they have no food



https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/definition/english/valid#valid_sng_1

suffering physical or mental pain CTpakIaHHs
an object, a person or a place that people . .
target ] . LUIb; MIIIIEHD
aim at when attacking
the act of causing somebody severe pain
torture in order to punish them or make them say KaTyBaHHS
or do something
a formal agreement between two or more .
treaty ) JIOrOB1p
countries
a formal examination of evidence in court
_ by a judge and often a jury, to decide if
trial S CYJOBHI MPOLIEC
somebody accused of a crime is guilty or
not
_ a special type of court with the authority
tribunal _ _ TpuOyHa
to deal with a particular problem
a person who has been attacked, injured
victim or killed as the result of a crime, a MOTEPITUINI; KepTBa
disease, an accident, etc.
o the act of going against or refusing to
violation HOPYIICHHS
obey a law, an agreement, etc.
_ violent behavior that is intended to hurt or .
violence ) HACHJUIS; JKOPCTOKICTh
kill somebody
a situation in which two or more countries
war or groups of people fight against each BiliHa
other over a period of time
causing harm or damage deliberately and .
wanton 0e3ri1y3auii; TOBIIbHUI
for no acceptable reason
a cruel act that is committed during a war
war crime and is against the international rules of BOEHHUU 37I0YMH

war



https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/definition/english/jury

the activity of fighting a war, especially o
warfare _ _ OoiioBi aii
using particular weapons or methods

an object such as a knife, gun, grenade,

weapon etc. that is used for fighting or attacking 30post
somebody
wounded injured by a weapon, for example in a war TIOpaHCHUI

Photo illustration by Masako Yamaguchi [6]
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