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Abstract

The relevance of this study is determined by the urgent need to eliminate factors contributing to the distortion of
legal awareness and unlawful behaviour. This article aimed to examine the relationship between the concepts of
“legalawareness” and “delinquentbehaviour” and to initiate a scholarly discussion on the theoretical foundations
of effective approaches to addressing the distortion of legal consciousness and preventing delinquent behaviour.
The methodological framework of the study is based on sociological, phenomenological, and synergetic
approaches, as well as formal-logical, systemic, and structural-functional methods. The study explore how the
interaction between an individual’s inherent characteristics and the social environment determines the level
of legal awareness and, consequently, the nature of human activity, including legal activity. The formation of
delinquent behaviour is largely influenced by the combination of internal factors, such as an individual’s moral
and psychological state and distorted legal consciousness, and external factors, including motives, causes,
and conditions. Legal awareness and an individual’s value orientations are examined as factors in fostering
legal activity and legally significant behaviour. These elements constitute a distinct set of personal attitudes
shaped by motives, goals, and needs. The study theorised the role of conviction in the necessity of complying
with existing legislation as a key determinant of legal behaviour and its relationship with other components
of legal culture. It is demonstrated that legal behaviour depends on and can only develop based on legal
knowledge and a high level of legal awareness. Given this interdependence, delinquent behaviour prevention is
considered concerning such concepts as human and citizen rights and freedoms, social inequality and injustice,
and corruption. The practical significance of the article lies in its provision of specific, scientifically grounded
proposals and recommendations that can be applied in empirical research on delinquent behaviour prevention
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Introduction

The protracted reformation of the socio-political sys- (In Ukraine, the second..., 2024), accompanied by eco-
tem in post-Soviet states, coupled with socioeconom- nomic decline, socio-economic inequality, and human
ic crises across Eastern Europe, has placed significant  rights violations (NISS, 2024). The crisis within the
strain on populations and democratic institutions. social sphere contributes to the formation of a con-
Corruption remains rampant in post-Soviet countries flict-prone environment (Kizilkaya, 2021). All of these
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factors provoke the distortion of legal awareness and
delinquent behaviour, which undermines national se-
curity and poses a substantial threat.

A perspective exists that delinquent behaviour may
stem from a complex interplay of factors, including
individual, group, and societal legal awareness, social
contradictions, and more. However, this assertion re-
quires further theoretical substantiation and empirical
validation, particularly in light of the crisis of classical
approaches to understanding the origins of crime. The
claim that preventing the consequences of offences ne-
cessitates the elimination of their causes and motives
sparks debate, especially regarding the feasibility and
effectiveness of completely eradicating such factors in
contemporary societies. Within theoretical discussions,
considering these factors in law-making, law enforce-
ment, and preventive activities can be understood as
contributing to the optimisation of the formation of
a rule of law state, ensuring national security, and re-
alising human rights. To prevent such expectations
from becoming overly idealised, given the complexity
of social processes and the limitations of existing legal
regulatory tools, a theoretical verification of the con-
ceptual foundations of these discussions is necessary.
These conceptual foundations are the concepts of “le-
gal awareness” and “delinquent behaviour”. Further re-
search is also needed into the relationship between the
understanding of prevailing societal attitudes and the
ability to predict offences, as reflected in the articles of
certain scholars, such as T. Raymen (2016). A systemat-
ic analysis of the factors influencing crime could poten-
tially yield practical benefits, although its effectiveness
and comprehensiveness remain debatable.

The driving factors behind deviant, including de-
linquent, behaviour have been analysed by G. DeAn-
gelo et al. (2017), who substantiated the idea that
in combating such behaviour, policies aimed at in-
fluencing social norms may be more effective than
sanctions. The relationship between violence, devi-
ance, and crime was investigated by ]. Regalado et
al. (2022), who concluded that crime and violence
create stressful conditions and induce changes in hu-
man behaviour. Deviant behaviour in the workplace
was analysed by I. Nac¢inovi¢ Braje et al. (2020), who
identified personality traits and examined the organ-
isational culture within institutions and enterprises
that contribute to deviant behaviour. A relevant exam-
ple of research into the causes of criminal behaviour
in the context of socio-environmental and psycho-
logical factors is the study by Z. Bjelajac (2024). The
impact of social factors on the behaviour of offenders
was also analysed by T. Yanovska (2023) and R. Ab-
hishek & J. Balamurugan (2024), who concluded that
to reduce crime, it is necessary to create conditions
that facilitate the satisfaction of basic human needs
and enhance legal awareness. Personality traits indi-
cating a risk of committing offences were identified by
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N.K. Tharshini et al. (2021), including psychopathy,
low self-control, and difficult temperament.

Another dimension of the discussion is presented
in the research of Ya.S. Bohiv (2022), who examined the
role of legal awareness in building a rule-of-law state.
The study concluded that legal consciousness is an ide-
ological category that underpins the guarantee and ob-
servance of human and citizen rights and freedoms, the
protection of legitimate interests, and the uncondition-
al fulfilment of legal obligations.

The study of this author is a significant contribution
to the development of theories that assert that positive
results in curbing criminal behaviour can be achieved
through rational social policy. In the empirical realm, it
should be noted that the level of research on these spe-
cific factors is currently insufficient.

This research aimed to conduct a general theoreti-
cal analysis of legal awareness as a factor in delinquent
behaviour, as well as the specification of ways to over-
come the distortion of legal awareness, as one of the
ways to prevent offences. The research objectives were:

W to identify the main approaches to understand-
ing legal awareness in the context of the study of delin-
quent behaviour;

M to analyse the theoretical and methodological
problems that arise in studies of legal awareness and
its impact on delinquent behaviour;

Im to assess the current state of research on the
problem and identify prospects for its further develop-
ment.

The methodological basis of the article was com-
prised of hermeneutic and contextual methods. These
methods were applied to elucidate the essence of the
constructs “legal awareness”, its components, the es-
sence of “delinquent behaviour”, its distinction from
“deviant behaviour”, and its connection to other con-
cepts. The utilisation of the laws of formal logic, primar-
ily contradiction, identity, sufficient reason, etc., con-
tributed to the definiteness, consistency, and validity
of the conclusions. The systemic method was employed
in the process of analysing the components of the con-
cept of “legal awareness” in contemporary scientific re-
search, as well as the phenomena and processes that
are identified as factors influencing each component.
The phenomena and processes under investigation are
considered in their interconnection and interdepend-
ence with the surrounding environment against the
backdrop of which the system functions. The systemic
approach required, in the analysis of system elements,
an emphasis on their significance for the system as a
whole, on the functions that the elements perform in
the system, and on the connections and relationships
between the elements of the concepts. At the same
time, the conceptual framework of this study is shaped
by the principle of the priority of the whole over the
part (Tymoshenko, 2024), aligning with a sociological
approach rooted in the principle of social determinism.
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Defining the scope of the concepts
of “delinquent” and “legal awareness”

The term “delinquent” (from the Latin delinquens - one
who commits an act) refers to a subject whose “deviant
behaviour, in extreme manifestations, constitutes crim-
inally punishable actions” (Shapar, 2007). The conse-
quences of such behaviour affect the life of an individual
and society, hinder the sustainable development of the
country, violate existing legislation, create obstacles to
the realisation of human and civil rights and freedoms,
undermine the authority of the state at the internation-
al level, and pose a threat to national security.

The concepts of “delinquent” and “delinquent be-
haviour” are employed in general Legal theory, Criminol-
ogy, Sociology, Pedagogy, Psychology, Social pedagogy,
and other fields of knowledge. Initially, the term “delin-
quent” was used with meanings such as “a person who
has committed an offence”, “a person who fails to fulfil a
legal or contractual obligation”, and even “a rebel”. Later,
itbegan to be used more broadly, also denoting persons
with any unacceptable, unlawful, or culpable behaviour.
This term is also used as a “neutral” or “politically cor-
rect” alternative to avoid synonyms with negative con-
notations (such as criminal, thief, or fraudster) if they
are perceived as discriminatory or overly derogatory
(Blaha, 2019). Examples of delinquent behaviour in-
clude administrative offences, disciplinary infractions,
and criminal offences, which are divided into criminal
misdemeanours and felonies. Delinquent behaviour
differs from deviant behaviour (from the Latin devia-
tion - deviation), which encompasses acts that contra-
dict the rules of conduct that have developed in a par-
ticular community (customs, traditions, moral norms),
and significantly deviate from generally accepted stand-
ards and norms. That is, the concept of “deviant behav-
iour” is broader (Tymoshenko & Korolchuk, 2023).

Legal awareness is an attribute, a component of the
legal life of society, and the most important category of
legal culture. Law and legal awareness are phenomena
that are inextricably linked. Being a correlate of law, le-
gal awareness acts as a form of awareness as a specific
phenomenon of social reality and an “equivalent for the
legitimacy of law” (Hordk et al.,, 2021). Legal awareness
can be considered as a system of knowledge about law
and the proper order of legal regulation. It is also a re-
flection in people’s minds of legal phenomena and ideas
about the proper legal order, a psychological reflection
of state-legal reality. At the same time, it is also a con-
sequence of such reflection. It can be said that “legal
awareness is a belief in the values contained in humans
about the law” (Haitao, 2022). Legal awareness is also
a person’s attitude to existing law, people’s attitude to
the behaviour of other people, and people’s attitude
to their rights and obligations. Hence the multi-level
nature of the spheres of its implementation, which in-
clude both legal knowledge and legal assessments, as
well as the specific historical practice of implementing

legal relations. At the same time, legal awareness is part
of the theoretical triangle “legal awareness - legal val-
ues - legal behaviour” (Nelken, 2017), in which it occu-
pies the place of intellectual, as well as emotional and
value perception of information about legal reality.

Considering these semantic boundaries, within
contemporary legal theory, legal awareness partially
encompasses legal psychology and legal ideology. Legal
psychology is the collection of feelings, moods, emo-
tions, experiences, skills, and habits through which var-
ious social groups, as well as individuals, express their
attitudes towards legal phenomena. This includes, for
example, a sense of justice, attitudes towards arbitrar-
iness, lawlessness, crime, corruption, and so on. Legal
psychology, as the lower level of legal awareness, is
formed spontaneously, under the influence of people’s
direct life experience, the actual practice of legal rela-
tions that arise from the inevitable encounter with legal
phenomena. The legal knowledge acquired at this level
is disorganised and unsystematic.

Legal ideology, which aligns with the theoretical
level of legal awareness, constitutes a framework of le-
gal ideas, viewpoints, and theories that either justify
the necessity of specific legal norms or demonstrate
their illegitimacy (Martyniuk, 2019). This extends be-
yond mere spontaneous knowledge to encompass a
value-driven system that facilitates a profound com-
prehension of legal phenomena, elucidates the inter-
nal mechanisms of legal regulation, or substantiates
alterations conducive to the practical realisation of
particular value orientations (Adam & Sen, 2021). At
this echelon, a complex of legal sciences is formulat-
ed, and empirically validated recommendations are
devised for legislative and law enforcement agencies.
As astutely observed by A. Halpin (2013), any legal
theory purporting to expunge ideological content from
legal practice is merely a veiled manifestation of an al-
ternative ideological paradigm. It is imperative to un-
derscore that the dichotomy between legal psychology
and ideology exists solely within the realm of abstrac-
tion. Analogous to the intrinsic unity of emotions and
intellect, the structural constituents of legal aware-
ness, predicated upon these foundations, are intrinsi-
cally and dialectically interconnected.

An individual’'s legal awareness manifests its sub-
stantive content through legal, or legally significant, be-
haviour (Savchenko, 2020). The behavioural, practical
components are predominantly evident in individual
legal awareness, which harmonises the fulfilment of an
individual’s needs in specific life scenarios with legal
norms. The behavioural components of legal awareness
that influence an individual’s legal conduct encompass
legal attitudes, personal value orientations, convic-
tions, goals, and motives.

An attitude is conventionally defined as the pri-
mary, initial response of a subject to the influence
of a situation necessitating problem formulation and
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resolution, reflecting a readiness to act in the presence
of an immediate need and an objective situation. Atti-
tudes can be either conscious or unconscious. Legal at-
titudes, as a structural element of legal awareness, are
manifested through active engagement with the law,
directly characterising the cognitive-evaluative and
regulatory-formative mechanisms of legal awareness.
Serving as a crucial target orientation, they stimulate
legal activity, prompting legal subjects to engage in le-
gally significant behaviour.

“Legal attitudes are the basis for legal value orien-
tations” (Shulga, 2022). They possess a complex struc-
ture encompassing emotional, rational, and behav-
ioural components. However, a legal attitude can only
function as an effective internal driver if it is ground-
ed in legal knowledge, positive legal sentiments, skills,
and competencies. Collectively, these elements ensure
readiness to engage in activities aimed at realising the
law. A legal attitude can manifest as either a reluctance
on the part of the subject to assert their lawful rights
or a deliberate violation of existing legal prohibitions.
The subject may acknowledge the illegitimacy of their
actions, the social conditioning of laws, their objective
expediency, and their alignment with personal inter-
ests, in addition to societal interests. Nevertheless, an
individual’s internal intuition, akin to their system of
moral values, may not consistently orient towards so-
cially beneficial conduct.

Value orientations constitute a unique complex of
personal attitudes, formulated based on an individual’s
motives, goals, and needs (Kyslynska, 2015). Value ori-
entations are manifested in conjunction with a world-
view, enabling individuals to formulate a subjective
stance towards their surrounding reality. It is these
personal value orientations that dictate an individual’s
disposition towards legal reality. In this context, the law
may serve as an instrumental value for an individual. In
other words, under specific circumstances, it is valued
because it facilitates the realisation of other personal
values, such as material well-being. The law may also
possess intrinsic value for subjects, as it fosters the sta-
bility of social relations and the proper realisation of
human and civil rights and freedoms.

The primary factor influencing the formation of
lawful behaviour is the conviction in the necessity of
adhering to existing legislation, which is formed based
on legal knowledge and a high level of legal aware-
ness. Legal convictions are internally perceived and
assimilated legal views that generate a readiness to
act. “Awareness of the law and following the rules are
two factors that contribute to law-abiding conduct. The
emergence of legal consciousness stems from people’s
abstract concepts of the equilibrium between desired
order and peace. There is a strong association between
legal awareness and other values, including those of a
social, political, economic, and legal nature” (Dong &
Zeb, 2022). The formation of legal knowledge is one of
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how the level of education influences the reduction of
crime rates (Hjalmarsson & Lochner, 2012).

Human legal awareness and legal behaviour,
through a sociological approach, are linked to the
concepts of “social justice/injustice” (Kearns &
Sarat, 2009). The substantive basis of social injustice
is formed by unjust, primarily unequal, social rela-
tions that provide advantages to certain individuals or
communities, thereby degrading the human dignity of
other individuals and communities and violating hu-
man rights. Important determinants of social injustice
include the immorality of subjects’ behaviour, egoism,
aggressiveness, the dehumanisation of power, legal,
political, and economic relations, low levels of social
responsibility, and the understanding of freedom as a
personal license. In general, the phenomena of justice
and injustice at the level of individual consciousness
and behaviour are extremely contradictory, a com-
plex interplay of positive and negative aspects, vul-
nerability and human resources. The foundations for
understanding injustice can be ideological or purely
emotionally motivated, based on the set of values and
orientations characteristic of an individual, a specific
group, or society as a whole.

External circumstances, such as poverty and so-
cial inequality, also influence legal awareness and legal
behaviour. According to the World Bank, the world is
currently experiencing the largest increase in global in-
equality and poverty since the Second World War (Top-
chii, 2023; Abramova, 2023; Due to the war..., 2023).
Social inequality and injustice are one of the causes of
delinquent behaviour (Anser et al.,, 2020). High levels
of poverty and unemployment tend to increase crime
rates in a country (Stasiuk, 2022; Kostenko, 2023). The
material situation of a legal subject is important, as is
the social and (real or perceived) marginalisation of the
population, especially those who have served sentences
of imprisonment (Bedaso et al., 2020). The main role in
the mechanism of unlawful behaviour belongs to indi-
vidual legal awareness, which is a collection oflegal and
moral ideas formed over time with the decisive partici-
pation of a person’s personal qualities.

Goals and motives are important components of
individual legal awareness. A goal is what one strives
for; it regulates human activity. Goals are formed when
there is a need and interest. A goal, as a behavioural
component of legal awareness, is a mental model of a
future outcome. A motive is an incentive, a reason for
any action. In the sphere of individual legal awareness,
a motive is an internal impulse that evokes a readiness
for activity. Motives can be positive (e.g., the realisation
of rights) and negative (e.g., the desire to enrich one-
self by committing a crime). Personality traits, such as a
tendency to solve problems violently, a lack of empathy
for others, and narcissism, are conditions of unlawful
behaviour. In particular, narcissism, according to E. Jauk
& P. Kanske (2021), is “associated with both grandiose
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self-assuredness and dominance, as well as vulnerable
insecurity and reactivity”.

Legal awareness is of particular importance for the
realisation of rights and freedoms, as the internalisa-
tion of the necessity to comply with legal norms, which
becomes an internal attitude of the individual, is a fac-
tor that deters a person from unlawful behaviour and
becomes an important element in crime prevention
(Cheung & Jia, 2024). The forms of expressing legal
awareness can vary: recognition, respect, compliance
with legal norms, views and beliefs that aspire to be
implemented in legislation, criticism of existing legisla-
tion, objections to certain provisions, protest that esca-
lates to rejection and even resistance (if existing legisla-
tion violates human rights). This latter form falls under
the category of distorted legal awareness.

Distorted legal awareness refers to a complex of
negative changes in an individual’'s consciousness,
views, beliefs, and ideas regarding the law, which are
conditioned by the surrounding legal reality (Mel-
nyk, 2019). Under its influence, the bearers of legal
awareness develop ideological and psychological stere-
otypes that express a negative, biased attitude towards
existing law, which manifests in behaviour. Distorted
legal awareness can be a driving force in the formation
of delinquent behaviour, which is most dangerous to
society because it contradicts legal norms. In general,
certain factors cause the behaviour of a legal subject
to become delinquent, namely: external natural condi-
tions of the environment in which a person lives and is
influenced (these are influenced by climatic, geograph-
ical, and ecological features); social factors formed by
the community to which a person belongs (this in-
cludes the influence of education, nationality, moral at-
mosphere in society, political processes in society and
the state, etc.); internal biological characteristics of the
individual that determine the strength and nature of
a person’s reactions to any environmental influences
(gender, age characteristics, health status, etc.); person-
al psychological characteristics of a particular individu-
al, such as impulsiveness, recklessness, etc.

Overcoming distorted legal awareness

There are several well-known types of distorted legal
awareness: legal fetishism (a biased attitude towards
the law and its role in solving the problems of the state
and society); legal infantilism (lack of information in
the field of law); legal dilettantism (a careless attitude
towards the law and legal values without mercenary
or criminal intent); transformation of legal awareness
(this is the maximum change and perversion of legal
awareness, which involves achieving a criminal goal);
legal nihilism (a conscious disregard for existing legis-
lation, uncertainty in the ability of the law to fulfil its
main task - the regulation of social relations) (Mukh-
in, 2007). A common form of distorted legal awareness
islegal nihilism. This is a direction of socio-legal thought

that denies the social value of law, cultivates a negative
attitude towards it, especially intensifying during crisis
periods of social development. The most negative result
of distorted legal awareness, which manifests itself in
concrete actions, is the commission of a crime. There-
fore, activities to raise the level of legal awareness, to
educate a person in attitudes of respect for the law and
the law, will be an effective component of a comprehen-
sive approach to the prevention of offences.

One of the most crucial directions in overcoming
the distortion of legal awareness is raising the level of
legal culture within the population, cultivating an inter-
nal need to comply with legal requirements and foster-
ing socio-legal activity. The term “legal culture” denotes
“a system of spiritual values created by the activities of
legal subjects, functioning as a form (method) of imple-
menting the progressive legal development of individ-
uals, humanity, and the social conditions of their lives”
(Makarenko, 2019). Essentially, it represents the qual-
itative state of legal life within a society, manifested in
the corresponding level of development of legal reality,
law-making, law implementation, and law enforcement
(Szilagyi, 2023). Simultaneously, it is a value-normative
system oriented towards legal convictions and perspec-
tives that facilitate the understanding of the law and the
ability to implement it correctly. An individual’s legal
culture comprises legal education, legal awareness, a
profound understanding of legal principles, and con-
fidence in the justice of laws, legal rights, and duties.
A high level of legal culture contributes to achieving
peace, stabilising the socio-political situation in a coun-
try, and success in combating corruption, particularly
in ensuring the punishment of corrupt individuals.

Reducing the level of distorted legal awareness will
also be facilitated by social and normative education,
which is a comprehensive process that includes, in ad-
dition to legal education, moral, labour, physical, and
aesthetic education, aimed at forming a harmonious,
comprehensively developed personality as a key unit of
society. It also involves stimulating the active position
of the individual, developing in them a sense of positive
legal responsibility, which helps to resist nihilistic at-
titudes in society and defend their own civic position.
Social and normative education is not limited to the le-
gal aspect. It also includes moral, labour, physical, and
aesthetic education, which together contribute to the
formation of a holistic understanding of values, norms,
and rules of behaviour in society. Legal education is an
integral part of social and normative education. It in-
volves the formation of legal culture, respect for the
law, and awareness of their rights and duties among
citizens. Legal education contributes to the develop-
ment of critical thinking, the ability to analyse legal
situations, and make informed decisions. Moral educa-
tion is aimed at forming moral values in a person, such
as kindness, honesty, justice, and responsibility. Moral
values are the foundation of legal awareness, as they
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determine a person’s attitude towards the law and their
willingness to abide by it. Labour education fosters dil-
igence, responsibility, and discipline. These qualities
are important for the successful socialisation of an
individual and their integration into society. Physical
education aims to strengthen a person’s health and de-
velop their physical abilities. A healthy person is more
active, energetic, and able to resist negative influences.
Aesthetic education fosters a sense of beauty and devel-
ops creative abilities. Aesthetic education helps a per-
son see beauty in the surrounding world and strive for
harmony. An important aspect of social and normative
education is the stimulation of an individual’s active po-
sition and the development of a sense of positive legal
responsibility. A person who is aware of their responsi-
bility for their own actions and is willing to participate
in society is less prone to delinquent behaviour. Social
and normative education helps a person resist nihilistic
attitudes in society and defend their own civic position.
It contributes to the formation of an active life position,
a willingness to fight for their rights and interests, as
well as for the interests of society as a whole.

The specificity of legal awareness in offenders lies
in the absence of generally accepted moral concepts
and the presence of exclusively negative attitudes. An
offender’s knowledge of legislation is unsystematic
and chaotic, based on personal experience or the ex-
perience of those in their social circle. By their behav-
iour, an offender denies a specific legal norm or group
of norms that protect the social relations they have
violated (Shimotsukasa et al, 2019). In this case, the
preventive role of the law does not achieve its intend-
ed goal. Even if an offender perceives the existing legal
norm under which they were convicted as “correct” and
“just” in an abstract sense, they still consider the sen-
tence unjust in their own case. It is the defects in legal
awareness in the sphere of perceptions about criminal
law that determine an individual’s unlawful behaviour.
Any defect in legal awareness, regardless of the sphere
in which the offence is committed, is determined by an
individual’s attitude towards the law. Deviations in the
legal awareness of offenders are most evident when
they choose a particular course of action in a conflict.
Moreover, antisocial groups have effective mechanisms
for rewarding offenders, which reduces internal ten-
sion and allows them to feel part of something larger,
achieve certain successes, and self-actualise. Criminal
methods of self-actualisation, actively reinforced by the
antisocial group, become the norm of behaviour, which
is the final stage in the formation of a criminal person-
ality. The chosen mode of behaviour demonstrates a
distorted value system, in which legal principles are far
from taking priority.

Legal education contributes to raising the level of
legal awareness and preventing delinquent behaviour
by reinforcing behavioural models in people’s minds
that need to be followed and respected (Adamski &
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Florczak, 2022). Legal education of the population in a
criminological context is a targeted process organised
specifically to achieve law enforcement goals. At the
same time, it is a system of measures carried out by the
state, citizens, and other organisations to form a posi-
tive legal awareness and legal culture of the individual
and society as a whole. The goal of legal education is
usually to raise the level of legal awareness and legal
culture of an individual, public organisation, and soci-
ety as a whole. That is, the goal of legal education in-
tegrates personal, social, state needs, and interests. In
general, legal education of the population is carried out
in the following main forms: using the capabilities of
the mass media; working with small social groups; indi-
vidual work with a citizen and their microenvironment
(family). Methods of legal education can be: persuasion,
assistance, encouragement, education, suggestion, and
creating situations that promote education. Individual
legal education measures are designed not only to elim-
inate or correct negative personality traits, to provide
the necessary knowledge to ensure their own safety
and reduce victimisation, but also to gradually form
qualities that can ensure consistent adherence to social
norms and rules.

Individual legal education is typically carried out
for the following categories of individuals: persons
with increased victimisation due to their behaviour,
lifestyle, or physical or mental characteristics; actual
or potential victims of crime; persons who systemati-
cally consume alcohol; pensioners, minors, people with
disabilities, and certain other vulnerable categories of
the population; schoolchildren and students; homeless
people; minors detained in special institutions; persons
who have been brought to administrative or criminal
responsibility, persons who violate their duties to raise
children; the social microenvironment of the above cat-
egories of persons. To obtain positive results from the
process of legal education, it is necessary to consider
the relationship between law and legal awareness. It is
also important whether society or a specific individual
treats the law as a value.

Conclusions

Thus, in contemporary research, “legal awareness” is
a concept understood as a conscious-volitional and in-
tuitive (unconscious) environment in which the law is
comprehended, and motives and impulses for legally
significant behaviour are formed. Legal awareness is
determined by external objective conditions and in-
ternal personal factors, individual psychophysiological
characteristics, and the socio-cultural level of an indi-
vidual. Research may conflate these levels, leading to
inaccuracies in the interpretation of results. Value ori-
entations, which reside within the structure of an indi-
vidual’s motivational sphere, play a significant role in
this process, determining their activity in the legal sys-
tem. The degree of actualisation of legal values at the
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societal and individual levels is a determining factor in
the dynamics of legal awareness and legal behaviour.
Social inequality and injustice, as well as corruption,
not only lead to a decline in the quality and standard of
living of the population butalso to an increase in the de-
structive and pessimistic potential of public conscious-
ness, and distortions in value orientations and legal
awareness. This poses a significant threat to the spread
of delinquent behaviour and crime. Studies often focus
on individual aspects, which complicates a comprehen-
sive assessment of the impact of legal awareness on de-
linquent behaviour.

Research indicates that legal behaviour depends on
the level and direction of legal awareness, which acts
as a powerful behavioural regulator. The presence of
distorted legal awareness is a significant risk factor for
delinquent behaviour. The unity of natural character-
istics and the social environment determines the level
of legal awareness, and therefore the nature of human
activity, including legal activity. Legal awareness is not
a static formation; it changes under the influence of
social, economic, and personal factors. Studies that do
not take this dynamic into account may miss important
aspects of the impact on behaviour. An important factor
influencing the overcoming of delinquent behaviour is
the conviction of the need to comply with the law, which
can only be formed based on legal knowledge and a
high level of legal awareness. An effective system for
preventing delinquent behaviour is understood as one
that should provide for the creation of conditions for
the realisation of human and civil rights and freedoms,
the formation of an effective, “just” system of sanctions
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that stop and punish violations of existing legislation,
raising the level of legal culture and legal awareness,
and focusing on the legal education of the population.

In contemporary studies of delinquent behaviour, a
close relationship is observed between the concepts of
“legal awareness” and “justice”, which shapes the inter-
pretive frameworks of these studies. These interpretive
frameworks are defined by analysing legal beliefs, so-
cial norms, and the mechanisms of socialisation of the
individual within the context of law and order. Legal
awareness is often equated with legal culture, legal atti-
tudes, or value orientations. This blurs the boundaries
of research and complicates the comparison of results
from different articles.

New approaches to organising the prevention
of delinquent behaviour by raising the level of legal
awareness require not only additional theoretical sub-
stantiation but also the development of new applied
and technological solutions that can be successfully
implemented in law enforcement. Further research on
the problems of delinquent behaviour should not only
improve the systematisation and structuring of general
theoretical knowledge but also integrate criminological
issues into the general scientific context, and establish
criminology as a full-fledged object of study within the
methodology of science.
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AHoTauia

AKTyanbHICTD [JJOC/iPKEHHs] 3yMOBJIEHA HarajJbHOI NOTpPe6o ycyHeHHs ¢(aKTOpiB, 110 COPUYUHSAITH
JedopMariito TpaBOCBiJOMOCTI Ta MPOTUIIPABHY MOBE/iHKY. MeTow cTaTTi 6yJ10 JOCAIIUTH B3AaEMO3B’'SI30K
TaKWX KOHLENTIB, K «IpaBOBa CBiJOMICTb» 1 «JeJiHKBEHTHA IOBeJAiHKa», 1 3amo4aTKyBaTU HayKOBY
JHCKYCilo 1110/{0 TEOPETHYHOTr0 NiAIPyHTs ePeKTUBHUX HANPSAMIB mofoJaHHA AedopmMalil npaBocBiAoMOCTi
Y onepe»XKeHHs JeJliHKBEHTHOI NoBeiHKU. MeTO/10/10T1YHO0 OCHOBOIO JOC/Ii/I)KEHHS CTa/IA COLLiOJIOTIYHUH,
$beHOMeHOOT{YHMN, CHHEPTeTUYHUN NiZX0AH, a TaKokK GOpPMasbHO-JOTIYHUH, CHCTEMHUH Ta CTPYKTYpPHO-
¢dyHKIioOHaIBHUN MeToAM. 3'sICOBAHO, SIK MOEAHAHHS MPUPOJAHUX OCOGJMBOCTEMN JIIOJAUHU Ta COLia/IbHOrO
cepe/ioBUILLA BU3HA4Ya€ piBeHb IPaBOBOI CBiIOMOCTI, a OTXe, 1 XapakTep JIOACbKOI aKTUBHOCTI, 30KpeMa
npaBoBoi. BupimanbHy poJib y dopMyBaHHi ieliIHKBEHTHOI NOBE/iHKH BiJlirpa€ No€{HAaHHSA TaKKUX BHYTPIIIHIX
¢dakTopiB, IK MOpaJbHUU Ta NCUXIYHUNA cTaH JiOJAUHM, 11 AedopMoBaHa NpaBOCBiAOMicTb, i 30BHIMIHIX
¢daxTopiB, TOGTO NMOELHAHHA MOTHUBY, NIPUYHUH U yMoOB. Ak ¢pakTop GopMyBaHHS CTUMYJIIOBAHHS MPAaBOBOI
AKTUBHOCTI, OPUAUYHO 3HAYY L0l MIOBEAIHKH PO3IJIAHYTO IPaBOCBiAOMICTb i IJiHHICHI OpieHTaLil TI0AUHY, AK]
€ 0C06/JIMBUM KOMIIJIEKCOM YCTaHOBOK OCOGMCTOCTI, 1110 yTBOPIOETHCSA HA OCHOBI il MOTHBIB, MeTH ¥ MOTpeO.
TeopeTH30BaHO Taki YMHHUKHU NPaBOBOi MOBEJIHKH, SIK NMEepPeKOHaHHsS B HeoOXiHOCTI JoTpuMyBaTHCSH
YUHHOI'0 3aKOHO/IABCTBA i HOro 3B’sI30K 3 iHIIMMU CKJIaZJ0BUMHU IPABOBOI KyJIbTYPH. 3aCBi{4€HO, 110 TpaBOBa
NoBe/liHKa 6e3nocepeHBO 3aJ1EXKUTh | MoXke chOpMyBaTUCS JIUILIE HA OCHOBI MPaBOBHX 3HAHb i BUCOKOTO PiBHSA
MpaBOBOI CBiAOMOCTI. 3 OT/IAAAY Ha TaKy MiANOPALKOBAHICTb, AOCIIPKEHO, IK KOHLIENTYaJIbHO IONepe/P)KeHHS
JleJTIHKBEHTHOI MOBE[iHKU B3aEMO/Ii€ 3 TAKUMH KOHIIEMIisIMH, SIK NpaBa i cBO60 U JIIOAWHU ¥ IPOMaJsTHUHA,
coljaJibHa HePiBHICTb Ta HecllpaBeAJUBICTb, Kopynuid. [I[pakTU4YHA 3HAYYIIICTh CTATTI OJIATAE B TOMY, 1110 B
Hil MiCTSITbCS1 KOHKPETHI HAyKOBO 06I'pYHTOBAHI Mpono3uiii Ta pekoMeHAanil, AKi MOXKyTb 6YTH BUKOPHUCTaHI
B eMIIPUYHHUX JOCIIPKEeHHAX W00 NoepelKeHHS AeJiHKBEHTHOI TOBe/jiHKU
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