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FIGHTING HUMAN TRAFFICKING AND MIGRANT 

SMUGGLING IN EUROPE 

 

Human trafficking is a serious crime that abuses people’s fundamental 

rights and dignity. It involves the criminal exploitation of vulnerable people 

for the sole purpose of economic gain. Although patterns of human 

trafficking are similar to those seen in people smuggling, they are different 

legally, but they can also be linked. Migrant smugglers take advantage of 

people who want to leave their home countries to escape poverty, conflict, 

and crises, or simply want to seek a better life. Even if irregular migrants 

generally enter into the journey voluntarily, they are often exposed to 

significant risks. 

The smuggling of migrants, as defined in Article 3(a) of 

the Smuggling of Migrants Protocol Link is shall mean the procurement, in 

order to obtain, directly or indirectly, a financial or other material benefit, 

of the illegal entry of a person into a State Party of which the person is not 

a national or a permanent resident [1]. 

Human Trafficking is the recruitment, transportation, transfer, 

harbouring or receipt of people through force, fraud or deception, with the 

aim of exploiting them for profit. Men, women and children of all ages and 

from all backgrounds can become victims of this crime, which occurs in 

every region of the world. The traffickers often use violence or fraudulent 

employment agencies and fake promises of education and job opportunities 

to trick and coerce their victims. [2]. 

Human trafficking and migrant smuggling are two distinct crimes yet 

they can overlap as they both profit from vulnerable people. They are also 

http://www.refworld.org/docid/479dee062.html?_gl=1*11sup0*_rup_ga*NjE5NTE5MzY0LjE3MTEzMTExOTg.*_rup_ga_EVDQTJ4LMY*MTcxMTMxMTE5Ny4xLjAuMTcxMTMxMTE5Ny42MC4wLjA.
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connected to other crimes including illicit money flows, corruption, 

document fraud, trafficking in illicit goods, cybercrime and terrorism. 

In the case of human trafficking, victims are typically recruited 

through deception (with the promise of a better life), threats or force, for 

the sole purpose of exploitation. There are the following types of human 

trafficking: 

1) Trafficking for sexual exploitation; 

2) Trafficking for forced labour; 

3) Trafficking for forced criminal activities; 

4) Trafficking for organ removal [3]. 

Human trafficking has many forms. These include exploitation in the 

sex, entertainment and hospitality industries, and as domestic workers or in 

forced marriages. Victims are forced to work in factories, on construction 

sites or in the agricultural sector without pay or with an inadequate salary, 

living in fear of violence and often in inhumane conditions. Some victims 

are tricked or coerced into having their organs removed. Children are 

forced to serve as soldiers or to commit crimes for the benefit of the 

criminals. The 2022 Global Report on Trafficking in Persons shows that 

38,7 per cent of detected victims in 2020 were trafficked for sexual 

exploitation, 38,8 per cent were exploited for forced labour, 10,2 per cent 

were subjected to forced criminal activity, while 0,9 per cent were 

trafficked for forced marriage and smaller numbers were coerced into 

begging, organ removal, and other purposes. The detected forms of 

exploitation vary widely across different subregions. The share of detected 

victims trafficked for forced labour has steadily increased for more than a 

decade [4]. 

Migrant smuggling is a profitable business for criminal networks with 

an estimated annual turnover reaching multiple billion euros worldwide. 

Smugglers use land, sea and air routes to facilitate irregular migration both 

into and within the European Union. 

The renewed EU action plan strengthens operational cooperation, and 

information exchange among EU countries and EU law enforcement 

agencies to investigate and prosecute migrant smuggling networks. It 

covers areas such as financial investigations, asset recovery, document 

fraud and digital smuggling. The renewed EU action plan adopts a 

https://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/glotip/2022/GLOTiP_2022_web.pdf
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comprehensive approach and seeks even closer cooperation with partner 

countries along the migratory routes towards the EU [5]. 

The renewed EU action plan against migrant smuggling includes the 

following main pillars of action: 

1. reinforced cooperation with partner countries and international 

organisations, including through Anti-Smuggling Operational Partnerships; 

2. implementing legal frameworks and sanctioning smugglers active 

within and outside the EU; 

3. preventing exploitation and ensuring the protection of migrants; 

4. reinforcing cooperation and supporting the work of law enforcement 

and the judiciary to respond to new challenges; 

5. improving the knowledge on smugglers’ organisation and ways of 

functioning [5]. 

Human trafficking is a major problem in the EU and a priority for 

Europol and law enforcement agencies in EU Member States. Indeed, it is 

one of the EMPACT priorities, Europol’s priority crime areas. 

In addition, the EU Strategy on eradicating human trafficking 

identifies five key ways to do this: 

1. identify, protect and assist victims of trafficking; 

2. step up the prevention of trafficking in human beings; 

3. pursue the prosecution of traffickers more robustly; 

4. enhance coordination and cooperation among key actors, including 

at the level of policy; 

5. increasing knowledge of, and producing effective responses to, all 

forms of human trafficking [6]. 

In summary, human trafficking and migrant smuggling are serious 

crimes that require concerted efforts at all levels to combat. The 

international community must continue to work together to protect the 

rights and dignity of all individuals, particularly the most vulnerable, and to 

hold those responsible for these crimes accountable. 
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THE FIGHT AGAINST CRIME IN ITALY 

 

Italy, a nation steeped in history and culture, has also grappled with 

organized crime for centuries. From the infamous Mafia to regional 

criminal groups like the Camorra and 'Ndrangheta, these organizations 

have posed a significant threat to public safety and economic stability. 

However, Italy has implemented a multifaceted approach to combatting 

crime, achieving notable successes while acknowledging ongoing 

challenges. This thesis will explore the historical context of organized 

crime in Italy, analyze the strategies employed by the Italian government, 

and evaluate their effectiveness in reducing crime rates and dismantling 

criminal networks. 

https://www.europol.europa.eu/crime-areas/trafficking-in-human-beings

