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justice for minors and their families, particularly in cases involving complex 

legal issues or power imbalances. 

In conclusion, addressing non-pecuniary damage caused to minors 

requires a nuanced and compassionate approach within the legal system. By 

recognizing the unique vulnerabilities and needs of minors, both in Ukraine 

and internationally, legal frameworks can ensure that compensation awards 

effectively promote the well-being and rehabilitation of affected children. 
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DEVELOPMENT OF HUMAN RIGHTS EDUCATION IN POLAND 

 

Human rights are a fundamental value of a democratic society. 

Education plays a key role in spreading knowledge about human rights and 

forming a culture of respect for them. Poland, as a member of the European 

Union, pays considerable attention to the issues of human rights protection 

and their promotion through the education system. This article is devoted to 

the analysis of the development of human rights education in Poland. 

The aim of the article is to study the key aspects and trends in the 

development of human rights education in Poland. The objectives are: 
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To consider the legal framework and state policy of Poland regarding 

human rights education. 

To analyze the implementation of human rights topics in the 

curricula of Polish schools and universities. 

To highlight the role of civil society in promoting human rights 

education. 

Poland has a developed legal framework in the field of human rights 

protection, which includes the Constitution, laws, and international 

agreements. The Constitution of the Republic of Poland of April 2, 1997, 

enshrines fundamental human rights and freedoms, such as the right to 

education (Article 70), the prohibition of discrimination (Article 32), and 

others [1]. This creates a foundation for the development of human rights 

education. 

The Education System Act of September 7, 1991 (with subsequent 

amendments) defines the goals and principles of education in Poland. In 

particular, Article 4 states that education and upbringing should promote the 

development of a sense of responsibility, love for the Homeland, and 

respect for Polish cultural heritage, while being open to the values of 

European and world cultures [2]. 

In 2014, the Ministry of National Education of Poland approved the 

"Guidelines for Human Rights Education". This document defines the key 

competencies that should be formed in students when studying human 

rights, in particular: 

knowledge about human rights and mechanisms for their protection; 

skills to identify human rights violations and respond to them; 

values and attitudes, such as respect for human dignity, tolerance, 

non-discrimination, etc. [3, p. 41]. 

The Ministry also recommends integrating human rights topics into 

various subjects, such as history, social studies, ethics, and using interactive 

teaching methods. 

In 2017, Poland adopted the National Action Plan for the 

Implementation of the UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human 

Rights. The plan provides for a number of measures to promote respect for 

human rights in business, including through education and awareness-

raising [4]. 

Human rights are increasingly being integrated into the curricula of 

Polish schools. For example, in the civic education course, students study the 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the European Convention on Human 

Rights, and the Constitution of Poland. They learn about fundamental rights 

and freedoms, mechanisms for their protection, and the role of democratic 

institutions. History lessons cover topics of the struggle for human rights, 
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particularly during the French Revolution, the abolition of slavery, the 

women's suffrage movement, and so on. Ethics courses pay attention to the 

moral aspects of human rights, equality, and non-discrimination [5]. 

Moreover, schools are introducing specialized courses and electives 

on human rights. For example, the Stefan Batory High School in Warsaw 

offers a course "Human Rights in the Modern World". Students explore the 

philosophical and legal foundations of the concept of human rights, current 

problems, and challenges. The course includes discussions, role-playing 

games, watching, and discussing films [6]. 

Polish universities are also actively developing human rights 

programs. Jagiellonian University in Krakow offers a master's program 

"Human Rights and Democracy". It includes courses on international and 

European human rights law, migration and asylum, anti-discrimination, 

women's and children's rights, and more. The program has an interdisciplinary 

nature and combines legal, political, and philosophical approaches [7]. 

Civil society organizations play an important role in promoting 

human rights education. The Helsinki Foundation for Human Rights 

(HFHR) implements the project "Human Rights in Schools". It includes 

training for teachers on the methodology of teaching human rights, the 

development of educational materials, and summer schools for young 

people. HFHR also organizes an annual Polish Human Rights Knowledge 

Competition for high school students [8]. 

Amnesty International Poland focuses on non-formal human rights 

education. The organization conducts educational campaigns, actions, and 

flash mobs aimed at raising awareness among young people about human 

rights issues. For example, the "Write for Rights" campaign encourages 

young people to write letters in support of individuals whose rights have 

been violated [9]. 

The Center for Civic Education has developed a manual for teachers 

"How to Teach about Human Rights". It contains theoretical material, 

practical advice, and lesson plans. The Center also conducts an annual 

"Civic Education Week" event, during which schools organize events 

dedicated to human rights and democracy [10]. 

Thus, Poland demonstrates stable progress in the development of 

human rights education. The state creates the necessary legal and political 

framework, and educational institutions implement relevant curricula. Civil 

society takes an active part in this process. At the same time, there is a need 

for further improvement of teaching methodology, expansion of access to 

educational resources, and strengthening of cooperation between the state 

and non-governmental organizations. 
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