[IpaBooXOpoHII MOBMHHI BMITH HPaBHJIBHO BHKOPHCTOBYBaTH I00ip
CIiB, CJIOBOCHONYYeHb Ta peYeHb, MI00 HAMpPHUKIA] MPABHILHO
BUCIIOBJTIOBaTH CBOIO AYMKY, a00 MOSCHUTH 0CO0i, sIKe BOHA BYMHHWIIA
MPAaBOMOPYIIEHHS, TiTHO MPEACTaBIATH opraHu HariorampHOI mOMIMIT
VYkpainu.

OTxe, MOBa € IHCTPYMEHTOM HPOQECiiiHOI MiITBPHOCTI TOIIEHCHKOTO,
SKa BUKOPUCTOBY€ETHCSI B LIIMPOKOMY IOBCSKIEHHOMY KOHTaKTYBaHHI, TOMY
(axiBusM y pizHUX cepax AiISTIBHOCTI MOTPIOHO BONOAITH mMpodeciiHuM
MOBJICHHSIM, BEJIMKUM OOCSITOM 3HAaHb Ta YMITH IPE3EHTYBATH CBOI JYMKH Y
pi3HUX cTWisiX MoBleHHs. Lli yMiHHA CTaHOBJISATH OCHOBY mpodeciifHol
IISUTBHOCTI MOMIENCHKOrO.
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THE DEATH PENALTY IN CHINA

Death penalty is the state-sanctioned killing of a person as punishment
for a crime. It is carried out after a legal process in which a court finds the
person guilty of a crime and sentences them to death. Historically, death
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penalty could be decided by other state or military bodies. In modern
society, the death penalty is illegal in many jurisdictions and countries,
while in others it is a legal punishment only for the most serious crimes. On
average, between 1000 and 1500 people are executed in the world each
year.

In 2017, death sentences were carried out in 22 UN member states and
one non-member state. All of them (except Belarus and the United States)
are located in Asia and Africa. China (1551) Iran (525) Saudi Arabia (130)
Irag (111) Pakistan (65) Somalia (24) USA (23) Egypt (16) Jordan (15)
Kuwait (7) Bangladesh (6) Afghanistan (5) North Korea (5) Malaysia (4)
Japan (4) South Sudan (4) Bahrain (3) Singapore (3) Belarus (5) Yemen (2)
UAE (1) Syria (5000) [1].

Chinese criminal law is severe, with many crimes punishable by death.
The Penal Code of 1979 had 74 offenses punishable by death, and in the
Penal Code of 1997, which is still in force today, 68 crimes were
punishable by death, including 24 violent crimes and 44 non-violent
crimes. It was revised in 2011, the death penalty was retained, but the
number of crimes punishable by death was reduced by 13. When it was
revised in 2015, the death penalty was further reduced by 9 offenses,
bringing the number of crimes punishable by death to 46 today, including
24 violent crimes and 22 non-violent crimes. Although the number of
crimes punishable by death has been reduced, this has not had a significant
impact on the number of death sentences and executions, as the death
penalty is rarely carried out for certain crimes in practice, such as the
offense of imparting criminal methods, the crime of stealing ancient relics,
ancient vertebrate fossils, etc. [2].

Some jurists and legislators therefore acknowledge the need to abolish
the death penalty over the long term, at the same time as strictly confining
it in its current form. But this consciousness is still far removed from the
great bulk of the population, 88% of which say that they are in favor of the
death penalty, according to a poll carried out in 200240. Faced with an
increase in criminality, and given a largely hostile public opinion, these
experts propose various scenarios to bring about the gradual victory of the
abolitionist position. Hu Yunteng thus talks about the possibility of
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abolition in a very distant future (a hundred years), while suggesting that 15
categories of crime should no longer be subject to the death penalty. Others
propose a process of abolition in stages, by making distinctions between
various categories of crime. Such a step would first apply to white-collar
crimes, then to non-violent criminal acts (feibaoli fanzui), before finally
involving the generalized abolition of the death penalty in China [3].

The death penalty is a complex issue that has been debated for
centuries. On the one hand, it may seem like a just punishment for the most
serious crimes, such as murder. On the other hand, it is irreversible and
there is always a risk of executing an innocent person. | believe that the
death penalty is no longer necessary in the modern world. First, there are
other forms of punishment, such as life imprisonment, that can be just as
effective in protecting society. Second, the justice system is imperfect, and
there is always the possibility of error, which could lead to the execution of
an innocent person.
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