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RESTORATION OF THE DIGNITY OF CRIME VICTIMS IN
UKRAINE AND SPAIN

The restoration of dignity of crime victims has become a fundamental principle
of modern criminal justice systems, reflecting a shift from a punitive model toward a
human-centered approach. Victim dignity encompasses not only formal legal
recognition but also psychological integrity, social reintegration, and the ability to
actively participate in justice processes. International legal instruments emphasize that
victims must be treated with fairness, respect, and compassion, particularly in the
Declaration adopted by the United Nations and further elaborated in the Victims’
Rights Directive (2012/29/EU) [1; 2].

A crucial aspect of dignity restoration is access to justice and effective remedies.
This includes the right to be heard, to receive information about proceedings, and to
obtain compensation for harm suffered. The European legal framework highlights that
justice must not only be accessible but also sensitive to victims’ needs. Reports by the
Council of Europe and the European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights
demonstrate that victim satisfaction with justice systems depends significantly on
procedural fairness and respectful treatment rather than solely on case outcomes [3; 4].

In Ukraine, the legal basis for protecting victims’ dignity is defined by the
Criminal Procedure Code of Ukraine, which guarantees a range of procedural rights.
However, despite formal compliance with international standards, practical
implementation remains inconsistent. Victims frequently encounter delays, lack of
information, and insufficient access to psychological and legal assistance. According
to international assessments, these gaps undermine trust in the justice system and
negatively affect the perception of fairness [3; 5].
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An important direction of reform in Ukraine is the development of restorative
justice practices. Unlike traditional punitive approaches, restorative justice focuses on
repairing harm, fostering dialogue between victim and offender, and rebuilding social
relationships. The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime and the Council of
Europe emphasize that such practices can significantly contribute to emotional
recovery and the restoration of dignity, especially when victims are given a voice and
an opportunity to express their needs [5; 6].

Spain provides a more advanced model of victim protection, largely due to the
adoption of the Statute of the Victim of Crime (Spain). This legislation establishes a
comprehensive system that integrates legal, psychological, and social support
mechanisms. Victims are provided with individualized assessments, protection from
secondary victimization, and access to specialized services. Studies conducted by the
European Commission and the European Institute for Gender Equality confirm that
such integrated approaches significantly enhance victims’ sense of security and
dignity [7; 8].

Furthermore, Spain actively implements a multidisciplinary approach, involving
cooperation between law enforcement, social services, and psychological support
institutions. This ensures that victims are not treated merely as sources of evidence but
as individuals with complex needs. The effectiveness of this model lies in its ability to
combine legal protection with social care, thereby minimizing the risk of
retraumatization and promoting long-term recovery [7; 8].

In conclusion, both Ukraine and Spain recognize the importance of restoring
victims’ dignity; however, their levels of implementation differ significantly. Spain
demonstrates a well-developed and coordinated system, while Ukraine is still
undergoing a transformation process. Strengthening institutional capacity, ensuring
effective access to justice, and expanding restorative justice mechanisms are essential
steps for Ukraine to achieve a higher level of victim protection and align with European
standards [3; 7].
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KaHOUOAm NCuxonoeiunux HayK, OOyeHm

TAKTHUKA JISJIbHOCTI HAINIOHAJBHOT MTOJIIIIT OO
3ABE3NEYEHHS MMYBJTYHOTO MOPSAJKY TA BE3IMEKH I YAC
MPOBEJIEHHSA MACOBHUX 3AXO/IIB

AKTYyallbHICTb TEMH 3YMOBJIEHA 3POCTaHHSM KIJIBKOCTI MAacOBHX 3aXO[IB B
VKkpaiHi Ta MiJABUILIEHHSIM pPU3UKIB BUHUKHEHHS MPaBOMNOPYIICHb, MaHIKU YU
HaJ3BUYAHMUX CUTYAIlii MiJ1 yac iX mpoBeeHHd. B yMOBaX BOEHHOIO CTaHy Ta 3arpo3
HalllOHANbHIN Oe3neni ocoOJIMBOTO 3HAaueHHS HaOyBae e(eKTHBHA TaKTHKa il
HamionanpHoi momimii 1moa0 3a0e3nedeHHs MyOJiYHOro TMOpSAKY Ta Oe3IleKu
rpoMmaasH. IlpakThuHa 3HAYYIIICTH JOCHIIKEHHS TOJsArae y HEOOX1THOCTI
BJIOCKOHAJICHHS OpraHi3allifHUX 1 TaKTHYHUX 3aXO0JiB IOJIIi JJIT CBOEYACHOTO
pearyBaHHS Ha MOKJIMBI 3arpo3u IIiJi 4ac macoBux 3i0panb. Kpim Toro, tema €
BXJIMBOIO JUIsl TIABUIICHHS PIBHA B3a€MOAIl TOMIMIi 3 IHIMAMU CIy>XO0aMu Ta
TPOMAJICHKICTIO 3 METOI0 MiHIMI3alli pPU3MKIB 1 3a0e3MeueHHs CTallIbHOCTI
MIPaBOTIOPSIKY.

JIns BUKOHAHHS TIpaB 1 000B’SI3KiB, MOKJIAJCHUX Ha IOJIIIIO IOJ0 OXOPOHH
nyOJIIYHOTO TOPSAKY, OCOOOBHHM CKJaj OpraHiB MOJIMii MOBHHEH 100pe 3HATH
3aKOHOJABCTBO YKpaiHu, HopMmaTuBHI akth MBC Ta matu BHCOKY mpodeciiiny
MaiictepHicTh. OCHOBHI 00OB’SI3KM TMOJIIEUCHKUX 3aKpiiieHl y cTarti 18 3akoHy
VYkpainun «llpo HamionanpHy mnomimito» [4]. 3okpema, MOJIEUChKI 3000B’s3aH1
3abe3neuyBat myOaiyHy Oe3meky 1 TMOpsAAoK, 3amodiratd Ta MPUITHHATH
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