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ABSTRACT 

 

Skichko I. A. Proving in criminal proceedings regarding collaborative 

activities. – Qualifying scientific work as a manuscript. 

Dissertation for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy in specialty 081 «Law» 

– National Academy of Internal Affairs, Kyiv, 2025. 

The dissertation is devoted to the study of evidence in criminal proceedings 

regarding collaborative activities.  

The author establishes that collaborationism as a type of criminal activity 

belongs to the category of crimes against the foundations of national security of 

Ukraine and consists in cooperation in the form of assistance of a relevant person 

or group of persons living on the territory of the state with persons who attempt to 

occupy it. 

The dissertation draws attention to the fact that collaborationism and 

complicity in the occupation are not identical concepts, because they have different 

criminal goals and features of the construction of the corpus delicti. At the same 

time, through the prism of the procedure of proof, the similarity of elements and 

certain features of acts, as well as their difference, can be established by outlining 

the subjective side of the criminal offense. It has been proved that the types of 

collaborative activity are those forms and methods of committing the relevant act 

that are aimed, taking into account the ultimate goal, at achieving a criminal result.  

It has been established that the issue of collaborative activity as a type of 

social behavior and a type of criminal activity has not been sufficiently researched, 

which, in particular, is due to the recent inclusion of the relevant act in the list of 

criminally punishable, which gives grounds for further analysis of the process of 

law enforcement of certain theoretical categories through the prism of investigative 

and judicial practice. 

Taking into account the socio-political, legal and military content of any 

conflict, in particular open large-scale armed aggression, it is stated that there can 

be many ways of committing collaborative activities. Moreover, in our opinion, it 
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is necessary to distinguish those that are essential and important for qualification 

(i.e. may cause the need for additional qualification or requalification of a criminal 

offense), as well as those that are optional from a criminal law point of view,  

However, they are actively used by investigators when applying methods of 

forensic version and planning the pre-trial investigation. According to the author, a 

collaborator should be considered a citizen of Ukraine under the age of 80, who 

has the ability to produce information of a certain type and context, which in its 

essence and content contradicts the foundations of the state system of Ukraine, its 

territorial integrity. Depending on the form of collaboration, this person can be an 

official, that is, head a certain occupation entity. 

The dissertation proves that the elements of the forensic characteristics of 

collaborative activities, which are important for the formation of the foundations of 

the methodology for investigating these crimes, undoubtedly include the situation 

of the crime. Their circle consists of: the environment of the collaboration, as well 

as the place and time of committing. At the same time, the place and situation of 

the commission of collaborative activities is quite difficult to explain from the 

point of view of the criminal law, since this issue is not clearly stated in most 

qualified elements of the relevant criminal offense (except for part six of Article 

111-1 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine). Also, the concept of time is logically 

interconnected with the action of emergency legal regimes, which relevantly 

determines the addition of the relevant article to the typical qualification 

characteristic of "committing martial law or other state of emergency under the 

legal regime of martial law or other state of emergency" parts one to seven of the 

relevant article. 

It has been established that the detection of collaborative activities can take 

place in several forms, one of which is based on the initiative of an employee of a 

law enforcement agency, for example, the National Police of Ukraine, and 

provides for his submission of a report on the detection of signs of a collaborative 

criminal offense in the actions of a certain person (group of persons) to the 

investigator. Another form of detection of collaborative activity is to apply to the 
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pre-trial investigation body of any person who has become a witness, eyewitness 

or simply knows about the commission of a collaborative criminal offense by a 

particular person. In addition, the law enforcement function of the state in this 

context is manifested in the systematic monitoring of social networks by cyber 

police units and their own detection of the facts of collaborative activities. The 

initial stage of the pre-trial investigation of collaborative activities involves the 

acceptance of a statement of a criminal offense, entering information into the 

Unified Register of Pre-Trial Investigations, conducting, if necessary and possible, 

primary investigative investigative actions, which include interrogation, inspection 

of the scene, inspection, etc. 

The author finds out that interaction in pre-trial investigation as a complex 

institution is characterized by the fact that it has several types, one of which is the 

interaction of the investigator with operational units, of which in practice there are 

several (units of the departments of criminal police, cyber police, migration police, 

strategic investigations and combating drug crime), the prosecutor (is the 

procedural supervisor in the pre-trial investigation and is endowed with a wider 

scope of rights and responsibilities),  by the investigating judge (ensures the 

observance of human and civil rights and freedoms at the stage of pre-trial 

investigation), etc. 

Attention is focused on the fact that typical investigative situations and 

programs of actions of the investigator at the initial stage of the investigation of 

collaborative activities have a unique set of features that make it possible to bring a 

collaborator to criminal responsibility. In the process of analyzing the proposed 

theoretical constructions, the conclusion is formulated that the main criteria for the 

typicality of the investigative situation are the location of the collaborator (may be 

located in the occupied or controlled territory of Ukraine), the source of 

information about the commission of a collaborative act, etc. The algorithm of 

actions of the investigator at the initial stage of the investigation of collaborative 

activities is to some extent unified, although it has specifics depending on the 

above factors. Taking into account the gravity of the criminal offense, which is 
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provided for by the relevant article of the Criminal Code of Ukraine, the 

investigator's tools for conducting a pre-trial investigation of such an act is 

significantly expanded. At the same time, taking into account the fact that different 

parts of the article refer to different categories of severity of criminal offenses, not 

all investigative (search) actions can be uniformly applied to them.  

The author substantiates that among the most effective investigative 

investigative actions that can be used during the pre-trial investigation of 

collaborative activities, the following are distinguished: inspection (for example, 

computer devices, telephones); search (in households and apartment premises – 

places of residence of the relevant suspects, as well as the persons themselves, 

respectively); interrogation (not only of collaborators, but also of persons who 

witnessed these acts and the circumstances of their commission), as well as 

presentation for identification (both from photographs and extravisual presentation 

for identification of a person). 

It has been proved that the implementation of the pre-trial investigation of 

collaborative activities is significantly complicated by the circumstances that the 

vast majority of evidentiary information is not on the surface, does not allow for 

the quick, accurate and unambiguous identification of the perpetrators and bringing 

them to criminal responsibility. That is, the use of special knowledge as an 

institution in the pre-trial investigation is used by the investigator during the 

investigation of collaborative activities as one of the most accurate and effective 

ways to establish evidentiary information, form an idea of the importance, essence 

and content of the committed act or the evidence obtained, determine their place in 

the evidentiary picture as a whole. 

It has been determined that in the pre-trial investigation of collaborative 

activities, the most effective are such examinations as portrait (makes it possible to 

identify a person when there is no other identification information about him/her; 

can contribute in the future to presentation for identification by photographs), 

linguistic (allows to determine the content and essence of an act related to 

collaborationism, characterized by disagreement with the state position on armed 
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aggression and justification of it),  computer and technical (reveals new forms and 

methods of analysis and processing of information stored on various electronic 

media, which may indicate the commission of a collaborative criminal offense by a 

certain person), handwriting (allows you to establish the involvement of a person 

in the commission of a specific collaborative criminal offense; can be used as a 

tool for confirming or refuting the adoption of a certain managerial decision by an 

official who committed collaborative act or made such a decision), etc. 

Keywords: proof, collaborative activity, criminal process, pre-trial 

investigation, repulsion of armed aggression, criminalistics, criminalistics, legal 

regulation. 
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