investigating health care fraud, for both federal and private insurance
programs.

Financial institution fraud happens when criminals target banks, credit
unions, and other financial institutions. Many schemes involve
compromising customers' accounts or personal information. Embezzlement
and misapplication of funds are two common financial institution fraud
crimes in FBI investigations. Sometimes, fraud can be severe enough to
cause the failure of a bank or credit union.

The FBI works with partners to investigate mortgage and financial
institution fraud cases. The FBI participates in task forces that share
intelligence, de-conflict cases, and create joint investigations.
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CURRENT APPROACH TO THE DIVISION OF POWER FOR
EUROPEAN STANDARDS

The contemporary approach to the division of power based on
European standards represents a dynamic framework aimed at fostering
effective governance structures across the diverse landscape of European

271



countries. As societies grapple with the complex issues posed by
globalization, technological advances, and demographic changes, the
distribution of power among the various branches and levels of government
becomes increasingly important. This approach, underpinned by the
principles of subsidiarity, checks and balances, and multi-level cooperation,
reflects a commitment to adaptability and inclusiveness in addressing
contemporary challenges. Exploring the nuances of the division of power
according to European standards provides insight into the mechanisms that
support democratic governance and ensure accountability, transparency,
and citizen empowerment.

Legislative Power: The legislature is responsible for enacting laws.
This is usually accomplished through the National Assembly or the
National Assembly, where elected representatives debate, propose, amend,
and vote on bills. The legislative process involves various stages, including
the drafting of bills, their consideration in committees, debate on the floor,
and final approval. Key principles underlying legislative power include
representation of the public's interests, transparency in decision-making,
and accountability to the electorate. In addition, the legislature often holds
the power of the purse and controls public spending through the budgeting
process. Its purpose is to ensure that laws reflect the will of the people,
address the needs of society, and promote the public interest.

Executive power: The executive branch is responsible for
implementing and enforcing the law. It includes the head of state (e.g.,
president or monarch) and the government (consisting of ministers, prime
ministers, and departments). The executive branch enforces the law,
manages public administration, conducts foreign affairs, and oversees
national security. The primary functions of the executive power include
formulating policy, managing public services, and representing the country
at home and abroad. Executive leaders are accountable to the legislature
and, ultimately, to the electorate. The principle of the rule of law guides the
exercise of executive power and ensures that it is exercised in the public
interest within the limits of legality.

Judicial Power: The judicial branch of government interprets and
applies the law, resolves disputes, and upholds justice. It is composed of
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courts, judges, and other legal experts who administer justice impartially
and independently. The judiciary ensures that the law is applied fairly and
consistently, protects individual rights and freedoms, and adjudicates
disputes between individuals, organizations, and the state. Judicial power
includes interpreting legal statutes, reviewing the constitutionality of laws,
and rendering decisions based on precedents and evidence. Independence
of the judiciary from political influence and adherence to due process are
critical to maintaining the rule of law and public confidence in the legal
system.

A System of Checks and Balances: A system of checks and balances is
a fundamental principle of modern democratic governance. It serves to
prevent any one branch of government from becoming too powerful or
abusing its powers. The legislative, executive, and judicial branches of
government have a system of checks and balances of power by checking
the authority of the other branches. For example, the legislative branch can
enact laws, while the executive branch can veto them. The judicial branch
can declare a law unconstitutional, but the legislative branch can propose
constitutional amendments. These checks and balances promote
accountability, transparency, and the rule of law so that no single entity can
dominate the political system or violate individual rights without limits.

Civil Liberties and Rights: Civil liberties and rights include the
fundamental freedoms and protections afforded to individuals by law.
These include, but are not limited to, freedom of speech, religion, assembly,
and association; privacy; due process; the right to a fair trial; and protection
against discrimination, arbitrary arrest, and torture. Protecting civil liberties
and rights is essential to ensure the dignity, autonomy, and equality of all
citizens. Governments have an obligation to respect, protect, and fulfill
these rights, and the judiciary plays an important role in protecting these
rights through judicial review and legal remedies. Civil society, including
rights advocacy groups, media, and grassroots organizations, also plays an
important role in promoting rights awareness, holding governments
accountable, and advocating for legal and social reforms to protect human
dignity and justice.
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Thus, the modern approach to power distribution according to
European standards is a dynamic system designed to foster effective
governance in the diverse landscape of European countries. Rooted in the
principles of subsidiarity, checks and balances, and multilevel cooperation,
this framework reflects a commitment to adaptability and inclusiveness in
addressing contemporary challenges. By exploring the nuances of the
division of power, we gain insight into the mechanisms that underpin
democratic governance, ensuring accountability, transparency, and citizen
empowerment. Through the cooperative efforts of the legislative, executive,
and judicial branches of government, along with the active participation of
civil society, European countries can navigate the complexities of the 21st
century while upholding democratic values and promoting the welfare of
their citizens.
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