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Abstract

The purpose of the study was a theoretical investigation of the concept of female illegality, determination of
possible roles of women in criminal acts, including domestic violence, development of effective algorithms
for pre-trial investigation of criminal offences related to domestic violence committed by women. The
study was based on the decomposition method used to detail possible ways for police officers to receive
a message about a criminal offence. This contributed to the systematisation of the investigative situation
depending on the method and quality of obtaining information about a criminal offence, namely: 1) receiving
a message from one of the family members, 2) receiving information from unauthorised persons. The special
legal method of legal hermeneutics was used to analyse legislative acts and court decisions on domestic
violence. This enabled, considering the behaviour of women who commit criminal offences, their motivation
and relevant court practices, to determine the tasks of priority investigative (search) actions, namely,
recording information and material evidence of the connection between domestic violence and the criminal
offence committed by a woman. The use of the legal modelling method in the study helped to create an
algorithmised procedure for police actions to solve them. As a result of the study of motivational signs of
illegal activity of women who commit criminal offences resulting from or related to domestic violence, two
types of such women were identified: those who commit criminal offences to stop violence on the part of
men (other relatives) and those who commit to strengthen the dominant position of women in the family. A
systematic approach was used to study the interdependence between the personal characteristics of women
and the development of the investigative situation of the initial stage of pre-trial investigation. There is no
methodology for investigating criminal offences related to domestic violence committed by women, which,
in turn, leads to an increase in cases of this type of criminal illegality registered annually
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Introduction

Female criminality is one of the phenomena that is not
only widely publicised in the media, but also gener-
ates discourse in the scientific sphere, particularly in
psychology, sociology, criminology, and anthropology.
Criminal offences committed by women are a specific
category of socially dangerous actions, which has crimi-
nological, socio-psychological, and forensic aspects. The
need for scientific research on this topic can be deter-
mined by several factors: demographic and statistical
aspect - the analysis shows differences in the structure
of criminal illegality by gender, women are more like-
ly to commit criminal offences in the sphere of family,
domestic or economic relations, less often - violent or
against sexual freedom and inviolability; psychological
and social determinants - the study of victimism, moti-
vational factors, the influence of social roles and gender
stereotypes on illegal behaviour; legal specifics - the
need to adapt forensic support for effective investiga-
tion, prevention and qualification of criminal offences
committed by women.

Cases of criminal offences committed by women
preceded by domestic violence are of concern and pub-
lic outcry. The relevance of this opinion is confirmed
by official statistics from the Office of the Prosecutor
General of Ukraine (n.d.) from which it can be seen
that the commission of criminal offences related to do-
mestic violence by women is not uncommon. Thus, in
2020, women committed 184 criminal offences relat-
ed to domestic violence, of which 39 were criminal of-
fences, and 145 were crimes; in 2021, respectively, 123
(50/73); in 2022 - 194 criminal offences (108/86); in
2023 - 402 criminal offences (232/170); in 2024 - 611
criminal offences (385/226). Such statistics can be in-
terpreted not only as a threatening rate of increase in
cases of criminal misconduct by women, but also as a
need to create an effective methodology for investigat-
ing both criminal offences and crimes in which the of-
fender is a woman. Of particular relevance is the issue
of methodological support for the investigation of the
facts of committing criminal offences by women, when
such actions are related to domestic violence.

Some manifestations of criminal-illegal behaviour
of women are covered in scientific research, but only
within the framework of studying the problematic as-
pects of the investigation of certain types of criminal
offences. Thus, Y. Chornous & A. Lisitsky (2025) con-
sidered the principles of applying special knowledge
during inspections of the scene of criminal offences
committed by arson, conducting investigative (search)
actions and forensic examinations, considering the gen-
der aspect, the study contains recommendations for an
integrated approach in the investigation of this catego-
ry of crimes committed by women. S. Kniaziev (2025)
in his dissertation systematised the methodology of
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collecting evidence, identifying suspects and algo-
rithms of investigative (search) actions during the in-
vestigation of criminal offences committed in the public
sector, which can be adapted during the investigation of
crimes committed by women in the financial and eco-
nomic spheres.

For several years now, Ukrainian scholars from
various fields, such as criminal law, criminology, crim-
inalistics, psychology, and sociology, have been ad-
dressing the issue of combating and investigating do-
mestic violence, both as an administrative offence and
a criminal offence. Among them are researchers such
as L.A. Botnarenko (2021), who investigated the ini-
tial stage of the investigation of domestic violence as
a criminal offence; T.V. Ishchenko (2021) devoted her
research to the development of methodological recom-
mendations for the investigation of domestic violence,
highlighting the areas of actions of law enforcement
agencies depending on the form of domestic violence;
the procedural aspect of ensuring pre-trial investiga-
tion of domestic violence was highlighted by H.K. Tete-
riatnyk & 0.S. Somyk (2023), who focused on the for-
mation of an evidence base, systematic violence, and
the application of restrictive prescriptions in accord-
ance with Article 194 of the Criminal Procedure Code
of Ukraine’. Criminal legal and criminological founda-
tions of countering mental violence, in particular in
Ukraine, were studied by H. Sobko (2020), who also
outlined both scientific and theoretical and practical
approaches to preventing and countering this phenom-
enon. D. Tychyna (2024) focused on the combination of
criminal legal, criminological, and penal enforcement
principles in taking measures to prevent domestic vi-
olence in Ukraine.

Among other studies, it is appropriate to single out
the study by PR. Vieira et al. (2020), who examined the
increase in domestic violence during social isolation
caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, focusing its results
on the role of women as victims of this type of criminal
illegality. R. Erbas (2021) examined the main compo-
nents of an effective criminal investigation, and the po-
tential obstacles to such an investigation provided for in
the ECHR case-law, namely, in cases involving domestic
violence, pointing to shortcomings in Turkish Criminal
Procedure legislation that had not received an effective
investigation. In these studies, the role of women in do-
mestic violence was overwhelmingly considered as the
role of the aggrieved party.

The analysis of the state of scientific research and
the presented statistics determine the relevance of
the research topic and determine the need for its de-
velopment for practical units of the National Police
of Ukraine. That is why the purpose of this study was
to determine the state of theoretical support for the

I ! Criminal Procedure Code of Ukraine. (2012, March). Retrieved from https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/4651-17#Text.
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process of pre-trial investigation of this category of
criminal proceedings, to determine the role of women
in this kind of criminal illegality, and to systematise the
most typical investigative situations that arise at the in-
itial stage of the investigation of criminal offences relat-
ed to domestic violence committed by a woman.

Literature Review

Differences in the behaviour of women and men in the
aspect of criminal illegality some studies, in particular
by A. Berko et al. (2010), C. Kruttschnitt (2016), F. Es-
posito et al. (2020), are explained in terms of a patri-
archy system that establishes a gender distribution of
social roles and hierarchies, through which behaviour
is codified as male or female, functioning in the prevail-
ing system of power relations between the sexes. This is
why men are perceived as subjects who are more likely
to develop violent behaviour (and are inherently “crim-
inals” or “offenders”), while women are perceived as
more fragile and defenceless (hence “victims”). Gender
differences in socialisation contribute to greater com-
pliance with social norms and to maintaining a great-
er distance from risky behaviour in women. Similarly,
women are more likely to engage in formal and infor-
mal processes of social control and supervision, which
are more likely to avoid deviant behaviour. Criminal
wrongdoing by women is often underestimated and
classified as latent criminal offences, which affects how
they are detected and investigated (Leote de Carval-
ho etal, 2021).

Feminist and gender studies show that women who
offend are socially doubly deviant because they deviate
from both accepted social norms (breaking the law)
and gender norms (which define how women should
behave) (Ballinger et al., 2007; Giordano & Copp, 2019).
This helps to understand the dominant social concepts
of masculinity and femininity in law enforcement. Re-
search on gender differences and differences in sen-
tencing by . Pina Sanchez & L. Harris (2020) found that
more severe sentences are generally imposed on male
offenders. I. Brunton-Smith et al. (2020) explained this
situation by the fact that women have responsibilities
to care for either children or parents, this is applied
as a mitigating factor in sentencing and is included in
the list of mitigating factors. This mitigation can affect
cases where the conviction falls within the categories,
potentially reducing the sentence from imprisonment
to a non-custodial sentence. This reduction allows a
woman to continue performing her care duties along
with punishment (Kane & Minson, 2022). However, this
is not true for all types of criminal offences and not for
all women’s groups. Thus, it is evident that gender also
influences how juvenile and criminal justice systems
respond to offenders, and much of this attention stems
from social expectations about how women should be-
have and the social position these women occupy in so-
ciety (Leote de Carvalho et al., 2021).

Traditional roles create a situation where men have
more power and control in the family structure, both
economically and socially. This condition often creates a
sense of entitlement and superiority, which leads to the
belief that they have the right to assert control over the
subordinate sex, especially over women. Meanwhile,
women are often expected to remain passive, caring, and
submissive. When a man believes that he has the right
to power and control in a relationship, he can resort to
violent actions. This includes physical violence, emo-
tional manipulation, and economic coercion to maintain
power. On the other hand, a woman may be more like-
ly to tolerate or justify violence because she is in a de-
pendent relationship with her husband, who provides
her with the resources she needs for life (Anggia, 2024).

Women commit all types of criminal offences, al-
though to a much lesser extent than men, especially
in the case of violent torts. Social and economic mar-
ginalisation is a significant factor in women’s criminal
wrongdoing. Criminal records are more stigmatising
for women. In court, women are treated as doubly de-
viant, and their actions are explained by psychopatho-
logical terms. Although men are more likely to suffer,
for example, from street criminal activity, women show
a greater fear of violent acts (Hirtenlehner et al., 2020).
One of the reasons for this may be the prevalence of do-
mestic crimes committed by men against women (and
children) (Heidensohn, 1991; Bailey, 2021).

Young and older female offenders, according to
M.]. Leote de Carvalho et al. (2021), demonstrate vari-
ous patterns of delinquency that reflect numerous and
ambivalent old and new forms of femininity. The ways
of girls and women both to and from offences have their
own characteristics. They also reflect how gender is
constantly reconfigured and reconstructed over time,
in various social and institutional contexts.

According to the Centre for Disease Control (CDC),
almost 24% of all relationships experience some level
of violence. 50% of cases of domestic violence are relat-
ed to mutual violence (Men or Women..., 2016). In the
other 50% of domestic violence cases, the violence was
not mutual. In relationships where the violence was not
mutual, almost 70% of the violence was committed by
a woman. In other words, in almost 7 out of 10 cases
of mutual violence, the perpetrator was a woman. In
addition, mutually violent relationships most often led
to injuries to women. However, women who engaged
in mutually violent behaviour with their male partners
were more likely to show a pattern of repeated violence
than men. Male violence was more often isolated and
unlikely to recur.

D.Yu. Slyusar (2019) and S.Y. Ang & G.A. Mat
Saat (2024) identified the main areas of social life
where women commit criminal offences: domestic life
and the professional sphere. Moreover, in the domestic
sphere, women commit more serious criminal offenc-
es, mainly murder, which is conditioned by complex
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personal relationships such as marriage, family, and
neighbourhood relations. Illegal manifestations of
women’s behaviour are influenced by stereotypes
formed by a characteristic microenvironment, and sit-
uational ones. The environment of marital and family
relations can be characterised by the variability of sit-
uations that determine a person’s behaviour, including
that of women.

I. Serkevych & O. Bronevytska (2020) analysing the
psychological structure of women’s criminal illegality,
came to the conclusion that women commit murders,
causing harm to health of various degrees of severity,
mainly on the basis of family and domestic conflicts.
This is mainly conditioned by the behaviour of victims,
whose actions cause aggression on the part of the of-
fender and intentions to cause harmful consequences.
This is mainly the behaviour of husbands or cohabit-
ants and children. Cases of aggressive actions against
sexual partners (spouse/cohabitant) are associated
with problems of material support for the family: the
husband is disabled, has housing problems, and is fi-
nancially unsecured. In addition, a common cause of
domestic violence between spouses/cohabitants is ri-
valry for the dominant position in the family, jealousy,
or revenge for certain offensive actions or words. Wom-
en of this type are predominantly young, active, highly
excitable, sensitive to the actions and opinions of those
around them, express their emotions and emotional
outbursts through tears, are irritable, and often expe-
rience nervous and mental breakdowns, depression,
feelings of hopelessness, etc.

S. Walker & A.K. Gill (2019) investigated another
motivation for violence on the part of a woman, which
is based on family relationships, this is a response to
long-term bullying on the part of a husband. Similar to
the nature of domestic violence, namely the cumulative
manifestation of aggressive behaviour, a woman'’s atti-
tude to her abuser corresponds to an emotional spiral:
anger, suppression, dismissal. When other methods of
such release (such as crying) do not help, women, like
men, can explode with physical violence. Years of slow
accumulation of resentment, over a long period, accu-
mulate female anger.

Summarising the considered approaches, it can be
noted that researchers explain gender differences in
criminal behaviour in different ways - from the influ-
ence of social roles and patriarchal structures to the
features of socialisation and stereotypes about femi-
ninity and masculinity. The literature notes that wom-
en are more likely to commit crimes in the domestic
sphere, while men are more likely to commit crimes in
the public sphere. Attention is also drawn to the dou-
ble stigmatisation of female offenders and specific so-
cio-psychological factors of their behaviour. In general,
these approaches demonstrate the multidimension-
al and contradictory scientific view of the problem of
women’s criminal illegality.

Law Journal of the National Academy of Internal Affairs, 15(4), 50-60
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Materials and Methods

The methodological basis of this study consisted of
an integrated approach to the analysis of existing
approaches to countering and preventing domestic
violence, and methods for investigating criminal of-
fences committed by women and those that reflect the
gender aspect, and the practice of judicial decisions
in relation to criminal offences related to domestic
violence. The use of a specific sociological approach
allowed analysing the available scientific research on
women’s illegality.

In order to substantiate typical investigative situa-
tions that contribute to the effective algorithmisation of
investigations into criminal offences related to domestic
violence and committed by women, it was necessary to
determine the variability of information received about
the criminal offence under investigation, the content of
which determines the tasks for the investigator at the
initial stage of the investigation. It was the understand-
ing of these possible situations that allowed identifying
the order of actions that determines the solution of a
specific problem. For this purpose, the decomposition
method was used, which helped to determine the algo-
rithm of actions in a specific investigative situation, to
determine the interconnection and interdependence of
urgent investigative (search) actions, and the systemic
and structural method was used to determine the tac-
tics for conducting investigative (search) actions.

To study judicial practice for the period from 2020
to 2024, which are publicly available in the unified state
register of court decisions, a special legal method was
used. Thus, the empirical basis of the study was made up
of materials of court cases (102 court cases), according
to which there is opposition to pre-trial investigation at
its beginning and there is no information about the con-
nection of a criminal offence with domestic violence.
The modelling contributed to the formulation of con-
clusions and proposals aimed at improving the pre-tri-
al investigation of this category of criminal offences

Results and Discussion

As noted above, global changes taking place in the
world, changes in social and moral-traditional vectors
of community development lead to a psychoemotion-
al change in the worldview of citizens. Technological
progress and social norms have freed women from the
obligation to do housework, increasing their participa-
tion in both the labour market and the criminal market
(Campaniello, 2019; Shen, 2020). The development
and implementation of institutions for the protection
of women’s rights and freedoms has not only opened
up an understanding of their value and importance
for the establishment of a lawful society, but also op-
portunities for choosing ways out of violent relation-
ships. Unfortunately, women do not always choose
legal means of action. The other side of globalisation
processes is the differentiation of society and the de-
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struction of stereotypes regarding gender identity, the
desire to play a major role in the family, and take care
of material well-being.

The changing nature of women'’s roles in contem-
porary society encourages women to become more in-
volved in violent and property-based criminal offences
(Islam et al., 2014). K. Yankova (2014), as a result of a
study of female illegality, came to the conclusion that it
is the number of criminal offences committed by wom-
en for selfish reasons that will increase. This situation is
conditioned by the lack of deterrent mechanisms of this
kind of illegality, in particular, the social role of wom-
en in society. Worldwide, crime is highly masculine,
and there is little research on female crime (Streb et
al, 2022; Nemavhola et al., 2024).

Forming the basis of the methodology for inves-
tigating contract killings, A. Shulga (2003) noted that
a significant number of murders of this category are
committed by persons who are related to the victim
and they are united by a common life, cohabitation. The
researcher, having examined 130 criminal cases (both
archival and those that were in production) initiated
on the facts of committing murders on the territory of
Ukraine for the period from 1994 to 2001, focuses on

Woman's desire to gain benefits, take
possession ofher husband's property

the fact that in 95% of cases, the clients ordering such
killings are women. The goal of women is to get rid of
their husbands (7.85%), ex-husbands (10%), and other
relatives (5%).

Conclusions of A. Shulga (2003) on the motives of
such actions of women are consistent with the results
obtained from the analysis of judicial practice (Fig. 1),
namely, that they can be divided into two categories:
1) a woman’s desire to put an end to domestic violence
on the part of her husband (61%); 2) a woman’s desire
to benefit and take possession of her husband’s prop-
erty (39%). The study also allowed dividing these two
groups of motives into subgroups. With regard to the
first group, it is appropriate to divide the motives for
ending a husband’s violent behaviour into: 1.1. violent
behaviour by a husband towards his wife (70.5%) and
1.2. violent behaviour by a husband towards children
or parents of the husband or wife who live with the cou-
ple (29.5%). As for the second group of contract killings
commissioned by women, they can also be divided into
two subgroups: 2.1. first, those that are conditioned by
the desire to enrich themselves (58%) and 2.2. second,
those that combine two goals-to enrich themselves and
stop violent actions (42%).

23 17

Woman's desire to end domestic _
violence by her husband 42 18

m Violent actions by a husband towards his wife

Violentactions by ahusband towards children or parents of the husband or wife who live with the couple

Motivated by a desire to get rich
Desire to get rich and stop violent actions

Figure 1. Motives for violent actions of women according to the results of a study of 102 cases for 2020-2024

Source: authors’ research

Thus, for an example of the relationship between
domestic violence and murder, the materials of court
proceedings No. 1-kp-2108/23? can be cited, where it
was established that the defendant lived with her hus-
band for about 6 years, raising their daughter and joint-
ly owning real estate and funds in bank accounts in the
Republic of Serbia. After a series of court sessions that
took place during 2019-2020, on the issues of divorce
and division of common property, the woman, fearing
that her claims for divorce will not be satisfied, which
may eventually lead to the deprivation of her parental
rights and not receiving material security for residence,
decided to commit premeditated murder of her hus-
band. For this purpose, she found someone who agreed
to take her husband’s life in exchange for a certain
reward. The materials of this court case confirm the

conclusions in the investigation of D.B. Wexler (2020),
namely, that many women who mistreat men are ac-
tually motivated by many of the same factors as men
who mistreat women. The defendant, instead of finding
ways to break off the violent relationship, chose to kill
her husband, hoping to single-handedly dispose of the
fortune acquired during married life.

Separate consideration should be given to criminal
manifestations of women based on domestic relations
directed against children. Such actions are mainly due to
two factors - “upbringing”, thatis, punishment foractions
that go against the requirements of a woman, and not the
desire to perform maternal (guardianship) functions (for
example, the murder of a newborn child by a mother).

Analysing the opinions of researchers (Anto-
schyk, 2014; Aho et al, 2017; Karlsson et al.,, 2019),

I ! Sentence of the Pechersk District Court of Kyiv in Case No. 757/10370/23-c. (2023, December). Retrieved from https://reyestr.court.gov.

ua/Review/115974684.
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women who commit murders of their children can be
divided into two categories: 1) women who are charac-
terised by a young age of 18-30 years, are not in a regis-
tered marriage, do not work, lead an antisocial lifestyle
(abuse of alcohol and drugs), do not have a permanent
place of residence; 2) women who are officially mar-
ried, are in an unstable, tense psycho-emotional state
(excitement, fear, physical pain, etc.), stress and depres-
sion, mental anomalies. These characteristics under the
influence of domestic violence, and such violence can
occur in any of the four forms, increase the psychoemo-
tional deviations of a woman, and the motivation of a
woman to get rid of a child. Women of this type, based
on domestic problems, usually commit illegal actions
alone, and such actions are also characterised by seri-
ous consequences (Bilenchuk & Pevtsova, 2023; Shack-
elford et al., 2023).

Another area in which women’s criminal activity
manifests itself is the professional sphere (Becker &
McCorkel, 2011; Slyusar, 2019; Tolkach, 2025). That
is, an activity in which a woman has a certain free ac-
cess, or the possibility of such access to material values.
Such criminal offences are committed for selfish rea-
sons and in complicity. Women are more likely to com-
mit crimes in mixed gender groups than in all-female
groups. However, in cases of bullying, shoplifting, and
embezzlement, a higher percentage of women work in
exclusively female groups rather than mixed groups.
The connection to domestic violence manifests itself in
attracting or forcing family members to perform cer-
tain illegal actions in order to enrich themselves.

Having examined the illegal role of women as a re-
sult or in connection with domestic violence, it is nec-
essary to summarise possible investigative situations.
Knowledge of the possible development of events and
the availability of relevant criminalistically significant
information that arises at the time of receiving infor-
mation about illegal actions contributes to the timely
determination of tactics for pre-trial investigation of
such criminal offences. The analysis identified the ini-
tial investigative situations of this category of criminal
offences. In the simulated case, the police unit received
information about the planning of a separate criminal
offence (causing bodily harm, abuse of guardianship
rights, exploitation of children, murder, etc.), the re-
port states that the participants in the criminal event
are a family registered with social services and violent
actions were committed by a female person (mother,
adult daughter, minor woman). This investigative sit-
uation is the most favourable for planning a pre-trial
investigation and allows taking a number of operation-
al search measures, conducting secret (investigative)
search actions to record evidentiary information. As an
example, it is appropriate to cite the materials of court

Komarynska & Paviiuk [IIIIINEG

proceedings No. 11-kp/4820/179/20%, according to
which the police were contacted by a witness, with a
request to take action against a local resident who has
three young children, two of whom she is trying to sell,
which she repeatedly stated. The witness also noted
that the accused has difficult personal and family cir-
cumstances, does not intend to take care of her young
son and daughter, and also seeks to enrich herself. The
accused spent some time looking for someone to carry
out an illegal sale of her young kids (for begging). After
receiving this information, law enforcement agencies
developed and conducted a covert investigation, name-
ly, monitoring the commission of a crime in the form
of an operational purchase of an illegal transaction
involving people (two minor children), during which
pre-identified funds in the amount of up to UAH 15,000
were used, and a citizen with altered personal data was
also involved. Such procedural actions made it possible
to record evidentiary information about the crime.

The first priority in such an investigative situation
is to interrogate the person who reported information
about the criminal event being prepared, after carrying
out covert investigative (search) actions - conducting
appropriate inspections: the scene of the incident with
a focus on the evidence pattern in accordance with the
criminal offence committed, examination of techni-
cal media and attachments thereto (audio and video
recordings) on which the facts and circumstances of
the meetings of the persons involved in the criminal
proceedings are recorded, examination of items and
documents. In the case of using pre-identified money
or other items, conduct an examination of the person
by taking swabs from the suspect’s hands. It is neces-
sary to conduct a search and interrogate the persons
involved in order to identify and record both the indi-
vidual criminal offence and the systematic nature of the
violent acts committed by the family member. Given the
fact that not all citizens understand what actions relate
to domestic violence, the task of the investigator dur-
ing verbal investigative (search) actions is to explain
such actions, explain the illegality in slapping, using ob-
scene language, etc., on the part of the mother (woman,
daughter). The corresponding specifics of conducting
these nonverbal investigative (search) actions are ori-
entation to traces indicating domestic violence, indicat-
ing a combination of two types of criminal illegality.

A separate point should be noted in the correct
choice of the investigator of the moment when the sus-
pect is interrogated. The investigator should under-
stand that this kind of criminal illegality does not occur
suddenly, but with a pre-thought-out implementation
plan and a long-term nature of violent actions, the skills
of concealing which such a person has already worked
out (Komarynska, 2022). That is why the interrogation

I ! Judgment of the Board of Judges of the Criminal Chamber of the Khmelnytsky Court of Appeal in Case No. 11-kp/4820/179/20. (2020,
April). Retrieved from https://reyestr.court.gov.ua/Review/88874612.
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of a suspect must be conducted after the main evidence
base has been formed, the conclusions of the forensic
examination have been obtained, and other partici-
pants in the criminal incident have been interrogated.

Otherwise, according to the materials of the court
proceedings No. 1-kp/212/526/20', “the 102 emer-
gency service “102” received a call from the suspect’s
sister reporting that the mother of a four-year-old boy
was making pornographic films with him. During the
pre-trial investigation, it was established that the wom-
an (suspect) had given birth to three children, had giv-
en her first child to her grandmother to raise, had been
deprived of her parental rights in respect of her second
son by a court decision, and had lived with her com-
mon-law husband with her third child, who had mental
disabilities. One day, the suspect’s common-law hus-
band saw the woman lying on the sofa next to her naked
son, who was asleep, while she was touching his naked
genitals and her own naked genitals with her hands and
lips in an indecent manner and filming everything on
her mobile phone’s digital camera. The man took the
suspect’s phone and sent the video to the accused’s sis-
ter, who called the police. During the pre-trial investiga-
tion, other pornographic videos involving the accused’s
young son were also established.

In such cases, during urgent procedural actions, in-
spections, searches, and interrogations, it is necessary
to establish a connection, including family ties, between
the injured person and the suspect. It is necessary to es-
tablish and record comprehensive information charac-
terising the participants in the criminal offence, the du-
ration of the violent actions, and to establish and prove
the circumstances indicating the presence of elements
(signs) in the act at least one sign, as defined in Article 1
of the Law of Ukraine “On Preventing and Combating
Domestic Violence”. In addition to conducting inter-
rogations, it is important to inspect not only the scene
of the incident, but also technical means (computers,
mobile phones, electronic storage devices, etc.). In ad-
dition, the evidence base will be the conclusions of the
conducted forensic examinations.

Information was received about a separate crim-
inal offence (murder, human trafficking, use of a mi-
nor child for begging, etc.), but there is no information
about the identity of the suspect and the connection of
the criminal offence with domestic violence. As shown
by the study of criminal proceedings (investigative and
judicial practice), this type of situation arises in cases
where information about a criminal offence is reported
by third parties who have discovered the consequences
of violent unlawful actions, and the investigator’s task

is to identify and establish all elements of the criminal
characteristics of a particular criminal offence, identi-
fy and record the perpetrators, motives, circumstances
and conditions of the offence, and its connection with
domestic violence. This situation can be clearly demon-
strated on the example of materials of judicial proceed-
ings of judicial proceedings No. 1-kp/185/220/213
Thus, on May 18, 2019, at about 20:00, another quarrel
arose between a man and a woman at their place of res-
idence, in connection with the man’s disregard for the
woman'’s requests to stop behaving indecently towards
her, and attempts to beat her. As a result of the quarrel,
the woman pushed her husband away, from which he
fell over the threshold into the bedroom face down and
did not resist. Taking advantage of the situation, the
accused, taking an axe that was in the corridor behind
the door, struck the man’s head with a butt, which led
to death. During the pre-trial investigation, suspicion
fell on the wife of the deceased, but the latter denied
her participation in the murder, providing information
that she was not in the house at the time of the murder.
However, during the pre-trial investigation, it was es-
tablished that the couple lived together for more than 6
years, there were constant quarrels between them, the
husband beat her, especially after consuming alcoholic
beverages. According to the results of inspections (the
scene of the incident, things at the scene, clothes of the
suspect, the murder weapon - an axe), questioning wit-
nesses, conducting forensic examinations and an inves-
tigative experiment, the woman'’s guilt was proved.

In such situations, it is a priority for the investi-
gator to identify and overcome opposition to the in-
vestigation. The choice and combination of tactics of
both communication with the suspect and the tactics
of presenting available evidence, demonstrating their
relationship, will allow the investigator to convince
the woman of the inappropriateness and illogicality of
her statement about non-involvement in the criminal
event. It is important to strictly observe the stages and
stages of questioning, which are preceded by careful
preparation.

The analysis of the state of scientific developments
and methodological support on women'’s criminal ille-
gality in Ukraine allows speaking about the trends of its
growth and the lack of contemporary forensic methods
for investigating such actions. A criminal offence has
ceased to be a purely male matter, which causes the
development and implementation of effective mech-
anisms for pre-trial investigation of women’s crimi-
nal illegal activities and ensuring a policy to counter-
act such manifestations. Most forensic techniques are

! Judgment of the Zhovtnevy District Court of Kryvyi Rih, Dnipropetrovsk Region in Case No. 1-kp/212/526/20. (2020, July). Retrieved from

https://reyestr.court.gov.ua/Review/90445611.

2 Law of Ukraine No. 2229-VIII “On Preventing and Countering Domestic Violence”. (2017, December). Retrieved from https://zakon.rada.

gov.ua/laws/show/2229-194#top.

3 Judgment of the Pavlohrad City District Court of Dnipropetrovsk Region in Case No. 1-kp/185/220/21. (2021, December). Retrieved from

https://reyestr.court.gov.ua/Review/102099963.
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considered “male” (Walsh et al., 2020) because they
were originally developed and tested on male popula-
tions, and their applicability to explaining why women
committed crimes may be limited. Research shows that
while male and female offenders do not completely dif-
fer in what explains their crimes, the gender life that
people live may play a role in understanding illegal
behaviour. The study confirmed the conclusions of re-
searchers (Serkevych, 2020; Liem, 2023) that the study
of women'’s criminal activity carries significant social
tasks that require solutions and significant and decisive
actions on the part of law enforcement agencies. Such
activities, in addition to the characteristics inherent in
criminal-illegal activities in general, also have accom-
panying destructive consequences for society, affecting
the institution of the family and the development of an
illegal worldview among minors who will introduce
such experience into their families in adult life.

Conclusions

The study showed that despite the increase in criminal
offences committed by women, in general and in par-
ticular those related to domestic violence, the scientific
support for the pre-trial investigation of such criminal
offences remains insufficient. The lack of published
scientific developments on the tactics of investigating
criminal offences committed by women makes it dif-
ficult to obtain more accurate results. The latest sci-
entific research in the field of forensic support for the
investigation of criminal acts committed by women
in Ukraine dates back to 2014, which, in turn, cannot
consider contemporary achievements not only in crim-
inology, but also in related sciences such as psychology,
criminology, and sociology. The use of developments
and experience of foreign researchers helps to deter-
mine only the general directions of such activities, with-
out considering the moral, ethical and socio-economic
factors of Ukraine, which undoubtedly have an impact
on the development of criminal behaviour. According-
ly, the issue of methodological support for the process
of pre-trial investigation of criminal offences related to
domestic violence committed by women remains rele-
vant for practical units.

The analysis of judicial and investigative practice
determined the area and conditionality of investigative
(search) actions at the beginning of the pre-trial inves-
tigation. Thus, the pre-trial investigation of criminal
offences related to domestic violence committed by
women has its own tactical features, which primarily
concern the conduct of verbal investigative (search)
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actions, namely interrogation, the use of tactical tech-
niques, the choice of which is based on: the “role” of
women in criminal -unlawful actions - a woman resists
violence or protects another family member by com-
mitting a criminal offence, or a woman herself is the
person who commits systematic violent acts against
family members and, in this connection, commits an-
other criminal offence; the motivation for criminal
acts - hostile or mercenary motives, or a combination
of such motives.

Nonverbal investigative (search) actions should be
aimed at establishing evidentiary information, which
will allow clearly distinguishing between the facts of il-
legal actions and, in accordance with each of these facts,
identifying and recording evidence. It is precisely the el-
ement of “time of commission” of each individual unlaw-
ful act that affects the quality of information provided by
participantsin the pre-trial investigation - over time, in-
dividual events lose their significance and negative per-
ception by victims, and the stigmas present in society
encourage victims to blame themselves for such actions.

Results obtained can be argued that the starting
point of such an investigation is the identity of the sus-
pect, namely a woman. The study of personal charac-
teristics of the latter, lifestyle, social status, level of edu-
cation, psychophysiological characteristics is necessary
for establishing causal relationships and interdepend-
ence of domestic violence and other criminal offences.
The process of pre-trial investigation is complicated,
firstly, by the psychoemotional state of a woman who
can both suffer from domestic violence for a long time
and commit it herself (especially in terms of violent
actions against children), and secondly, it is caused by
the stigmatisation of society, including police officers,
which leads to errors in choosing the tactics of con-
ducting individual procedural actions. That is why the
process of tactical support for pre-trial investigations
of this type of criminal action requires further in-depth
study, followed by the development of methodological
recommendations for police practitioners on how to act
in various investigative situations.
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AHoTauia

MeToto cTtaTTi 6yJI0 TEOpeTHYHE JOCJiPKEHHS MOHATTS KIHOYOI MPOTUNPABHOCTI, BU3HAYEHHS MOXJIUBUX
posiell KiHKM B KpPUMiHa/JIbHO KapaHUX [ifX, 30KpeMa JO0MallHbOMY HACHUJbCTBi, PO3p06JIeHHs Ai€EBUX
aJITOPUTMIB /IOCYZAOBOTO pO3C/IiAyBaHHA KpPUMiHAJbHUX MpPaBONOpPYLIEHb, IOB'S3aHUX i3 JOMaIlHIM
HaCHUJIbCTBOM, YYMHEHHX 0c06aMHu KiHo4oi cTaTi. 3/ificHeHe [OC/Ii/PKeHHS I'PYHTYBaoCsl HA BUKOPUCTAHHI
MeTOAY AEeKOMIO3UIii - AJis JeTasisalii MOXKXJIUBUX CIIOCO6IB OTPUMAHHS MOJIiLeHCbKUMU TOBiJOMJIEHHS
NIpo BYMHEHe KpUMiHa/IbHe NpaBonopyleHHs. lle cnipus/io cucteMaTrsanil Cail4UX CUTyalil 3a/eXHO BiJ
crocoby Ta AKOCTI oTpUMaHHA iHopMauii npo KpUMiHa/JbHE MPABONOPYLIEHHS, a caMe: 1) HaAXO/PKEeHHS
MOBiZOMJIEHHS BiJi OZHOTO i3 4JieHiB poAuHY; 2) HAJX0MKeHHs iHdopMarii Bifi cTopoHHiX oci6. CreniaabHO-
IOPUAUYHUN — METOJ, IPUAUYHOI repMeHeBTHKHU Oy/I0 BUKOPUCTAHO JJIs aHa/Ii3y 3aKOHOZABYMX aKTiB i
Cy/ZlOBUX pillleHb 3 MUTAaHb JIOMAllHbOT0 HACUJIbCTBA. 3a3HAY€EHE, 3 OIJISIly HAa NOBEiHKY XKIHOK, IKi BUMHSIIOTh
KpUMiHa/IbHI NpaBONOPYILUEHHd, IX MOTHBALil0, BiANOBIJHI CyAOBI NpPaKTHUKH, Aa/0 3MOry BU3HAYUTHU
3aB/IaHHA NePHIOYEProBUX CIiiYuX (PO3LIYKOBUX) J1ilf, a caMe ¢ikcarito iHpopmMalii Ta MaTepiasbHUX J0Ka3iB
3B’fI3KY JJOMAIlHbOTO HACUJIbCTBA 3 YUUHEHUM KIHKOI KPHMiHAJbHUM NPaBONOPYLIEHHAM. BUKOpUCTaHHSA
B JOCTi/PKEeHHI MeTOAy MpPaBOBOT'O MOJEJNIOBAHHS HAJAJ0 MOMXJIMBICTH PO3POOUTU AJTrOPUTMi30BaHUHN
NOPSA/I0K AiM MoJiLeNCbKUX AJid iX BUpilleHHs. 3a pe3y/ibTaTaMH 3/iHCHEHOTO JOC/i/P)KEHHSI MOTUBaLLiIMHUX
03HaK NMPOTUNPABHOI AisIIbHOCTI XKiHOK, sIKi BUMHSAOTb KPUMiHA/IbHI MPaBONOPYLIEHHS, 1110 € HACJiJKOM a60
MOB’s13aHi 3 JIOMallIHiM HACUJIBCTBOM, 6Y/1I0 BUSHAYEHO /IBA TUITH TAKUX KIHOK: Ti, IKi BUMHSAIOTh KPUMiHa/IbHO
MPOTHUIIPaBHi il 3 MeTO0 NPUIIMHEHHS HACUJIbCTBA 3 6OKY 40JIOBiKiB (IHIIMX poAudiB), i Ti, AKi BUMHSIOTH
Taki /il 3 MeTOW MOCUJIEHHS] TaHIBHOTO CTAHOBULIA KIHKU B poAuHi. CUCTEMHHUM NiJXiZ; BUKOPUCTAHO AJIsI
BUBYEHHS B3a€EMO3aJIeXKHOCTI Mi>k 0COOUCTICHUMH XapaKTePUCTHKAMU KiHOK i GopMyBaHHSAM cJ1i/{4oi cuTyariil
[IOYaTKOBOTO €eTaly JOCYAO0BOTO PO3CJailyBaHHA. Y MeXax [JOCJi[PKEHHS KOHCTATOBAaHO Gpak MeTOAUKU
po3ciiilyBaHHA KpPUMiHAJIbHUX MPAaBOMOPYLIEHb, MOB’S3aHUX i3 JOMAIlHIM HACHJbCTBOM, SIKi BUMHSIIOTH
KIHKH, 1110 CBOEIO Yeproio MPU3BOAUTH [J10 36i/blIeHHS KiIJTbKOCT] 3apeeCcTpOBaHUX LII0OPOKY BUMA/KIB TAKOTO
POAY KPUMiHAJIbHOI NPOTUIIPABHOCTI
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