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PREPARATION OF SPECIAL POLICE UNITS IN THE CONTEXT 

OF REFORM MIA SYSTEMS 

As the reform of MIA was held the special police units as «Sokil», 

«Hryphon», «Berkut», «Titan», special-purpose militia were reorganized to 

Corps of Operative-Sudden Action and the main special unit of the police is 

now the  Corps of Operative-Sudden Action – a police special forces tasked 

with combating crime related to the threat to life and health of police 

officers; planning, training and conducting special police operations aimed 

at apprehending persons engaged in armed resistance, armed persons who 

threaten the use of weapons and / or other objects or use them, and other 

persons whose illegal activities endanger the life and health of persons and / 

or a police officer; release of handcuffs; detention of members of criminal 

organizations and armed gangs. 

The formation of Corps of Operative-Sudden Action was carried out 

not only on the basis of the former special units «Sokil», «Hryphon», 

«Berkut», «Titan», special-purpose militia, volunteer battalions, which 

showed themselves during the anti-terrorist operation, but also professional 

experienced workers law enforcement agencies that meet the requirements 

and have successfully passed the pro-transparent procedure, based on the 

experience of the American SWAT. 

The creation and development of Corps of Operative-Sudden Action 

is currently underway with the support of an international technical 
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assistance project, gradually covering all regions of Ukraine. 

Depending on the specifics of the functions and responsibilities 

assigned to police officers, the Corps of Operative-Sudden Action structural 

units are divided into two types: 

- Type "A" (assault units) - units that are dedicated to the immediate 

conduct of special police operations and other crime-related activities 

related to the increased threat to the lives and health of police, the likelihood 

of armed resistance, and a service which stipulates that police officers must 

have a high level of physical fitness, professional skills, including the 

possession of specific tactical skills, as well as the ability to act confidently 

in extreme conditions; 

- Type B (Supply Units) - Departments designed to ensure the 

activities of Type A Subdivisions [1]. 

On October 28, 2015, the reception of candidates started at the 

National Academy of Internal Affairs, located in Kiev.  

On March 4, 2016, the first 37 fighters of the National Police 

Witness Protection Program, the first US Marshal training began. And two 

weeks later, 17 instructors of the group "B" of the special unit Corps of 

Operative-Sudden Action of the National Police of Ukraine received 

certificates of completion of training. Also, on that day, the first of April, 

the selection of candidates for Corps of Operative-Sudden Action units 

across Ukraine began. The Corps of Operative-Sudden Action Special 

Forces Group A, after rigorous selection and a two-month training course, 

began their duties. 

With the support of US partners, the first Special Forces selected by 

900 candidates received certificates of completion of the training course. 

During the two-month training course, they learned the experience and 

tactics of conducting the United States Department of Justice's Police 

Special Operations on Drug Enforcement (DEA) and the BORTAC Border 

Patrol. Eighty-one percent of the training course consisted of practical 

classes. Practical lessons included training on fire training, which is a basic 

discipline, as well as tactics in extreme conditions, in particular, the 

premises and forest area. In addition, the candidates gained the skills of 

sniping, knife fighting, tactics of arresting criminals using cars. The theory 
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included the study of the legal bases of the activity of the police special 

unit, familiarization with the qualification of crimes, the passage of 

psychological training. 

On March 7, 2016, as part of the creation of the National Police 

Witness Protection Program, the first US Marshal training began. And two 

weeks later, 17 instructors of the group "B" of the special unit Corps of 

Operative-Sudden Action of the National Police of Ukraine received 

certificates of completion of training. Also, on that day, the first of April, 

the selection of candidates for Corps of Operative-Sudden Action units 

across Ukraine began [2]. 

Today, candidates are accepted into the Corps of Operative-Sudden 

Action special unit as they meet the following requirements: experience of 

practical service in the Armed Forces, internal affairs bodies, the National 

Police of Ukraine and other state security structures of at least 3 years (the 

period of participation in the anti-terrorist operation counts towards the 

internship); fitness for police service; good physical fitness. 

Candidates are also required for the following qualities such as stress 

resistance, ability and desire to work in a team, high motivation for law 

enforcement work, organizational skills, determination, initiative, activity, 

self-confidence, the desire for constant self-improvement. 

If the candidate meets all of the above requirements, he or she 

proceeds to the following steps, which include: filling in and processing of 

candidates' questionnaires, checking the state of physical fitness, checking 

the level of fire preparation, psychological testing of candidates, 5-day 

endurance course, interview, a two-month training course at the Special 

Police Squad Training Center of the National Police of Ukraine [3]. 

If a person has been able to go through all these stages, then he 

becomes an employee of the special unit Corps of Operative-Sudden 

Action. 

Summarizing the above, it is possible to define the essence of the 

concept of Corps of Operative-Sudden Action as a special unit of the 

National Police of Ukraine, which is a part of the special purpose police and 

is intended to carry out special operations on detention of dangerous 

criminals and criminal groups, release of hostages, force support number in 
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the area of counter-terrorism operation, based on the norms, principles, 

requirements and criteria stipulated by the current legislation. 
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GENERAL INTELLIGENCE ABILITIES AS A BENCHMARK OF 

SUCCESS IN STUDYING AND LEARNING A FOREIGN TONGUE 

One of the main modern world characteristics is a necessity for 

qualified, highly skilled labour. This means that the future of Ukraine as a 

country must be determined by specialists, who are good at quickly 

adapting to the current conditions of society and able to solve different 

professional situations. It all depends on their abilities, particularly mental 

abilities. 

The right selection and placement of personnel provides the 

maximum potential realization of each person, and, thus, it is necessary to 
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