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maintain client confidentiality. They must act in the best interests of their 

clients while upholding the principles of justice and fairness [2]. Lawyers 

must be ready for continuous self-improvement, learning new technologies 

and knowledge, and developing international and intercultural 

competencies. They must be adaptable, respond quickly to change, and 

always stand up for justice and fairness. 

In conclusion, the profession of a lawyer in the modern world 

encompasses various features and characteristics that are essential for 

success. Lawyers must possess extensive knowledge of the law, analytical 

and critical thinking skills, effective communication abilities, and strong 

research and writing capabilities. Adaptability, resilience, and empathy are 

also important qualities for lawyers. By embodying these features, lawyers 

can navigate the complexities of the legal landscape and provide valuable 

services to their clients in the everchanging modern world. 
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ORGANIZED CRIME IN ASIA 

 

The 14K (十四 K) is a triad group based in Hong Kong but active 

internationally. It is the second largest triad group in the world with around 

20,000 members split into thirty subgroups. They are the main rival of the 

Sun Yee On, which is the largest triad. The 14K is responsible for large-

scale drug trafficking around the world, most of it heroin and opium from 

China or Southeast Asia. This is their primary business in terms of 
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generating income, but they are also involved in illegal gambling, loan 

sharking, money laundering, contract murder, arms trafficking, prostitution, 

human trafficking, extortion, counterfeiting and, to a lesser extent, home 

invasion robberies. 

The 14K Triad is essentially just made up of a number of sub-triads 

that are only symbolically part of the triad through having similar 

organizational structure and personal networks. They are decentralized and 

highly flexible with no overarching leader that commands the Triad as a 

whole. 

Traditional Triad Structure goes as follows: The leader of a triad is 

known as the 489 or the San Chu, the second in command is usually split 

up into two different roles called the Vanguard or the Incense master with 

the role number of 438. The Vanguard is in command of recruiting while 

the Incense master leads the ceremonial rituals. Next in the chain of 

command are the Red Poles or 426s who are the enforcers for the triad, the 

415 or White Paper Fans who handle administrative work, and the 432 or 

Straw Handles who acts as the mediator between other triads. Regular 

members with no leadership roles are just called soldiers or 49s. 

The Yakuza are known for their strict codes of conduct, their organized 

fiefdom nature, and several unconventional ritual practices such as 

yubitsume, or amputation of the left little finger. Members are often 

portrayed as males with heavily tattooed bodies and wearing fundoshi, 

sometimes with a kimono or, in more recent years, a Western-style "sharp" 

suit covering them. This group is still regarded as being among "the most 

sophisticated and wealthiest criminal organizations". 

At their height, the yakuza maintained a large presence in the Japanese 

media, and they also operated internationally. In 1963, the number of 

yakuza members and quasi-members reached a peak of 184,100. However, 

this number has drastically dropped, a decline attributed to changing market 

opportunities and several legal and social developments in Japan which 

discourage the growth of yakuza membership. In 1991 it had 63,800 

members and 27,200 quasi-members, but by 2022 it had only 11,400 

members and 11,000 quasi-members. The yakuza are aging because young 

people do not readily join, and their average age at the end of 2022 was 
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54.2 years: 5.4% in their 20s, 12.9% in their 30s, 26.3% in their 40s, 30.8% 

in their 50s, 12.5% in their 60s, and 11.6% in their 70s or older, with more 

than half of the members in their 50s or older. 

The Yakuza still regularly engages in an array of criminal activities, 

and many Japanese citizens remain fearful of the threat these individuals 

pose to their safety. There remains no strict prohibition on Yakuza 

membership in Japan today, although many pieces of legislation have been 

passed by the Japanese Government aimed at impeding revenue and 

increasing liability for criminal activities. 
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THE LARGEST INTERNATIONAL POLICE ORGANIZATIONS 

 

The International Police Organization (IPO) is a multinational 

professional Non-Profit and Non-Governmental (NGO) in Special 

Consultative Status with United Nations The Economic and Social Council 


