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THE FIGHT AGAINST CRIME IN ITALY 

 

Italy, a nation steeped in history and culture, has also grappled with 

organized crime for centuries. From the infamous Mafia to regional 

criminal groups like the Camorra and 'Ndrangheta, these organizations 

have posed a significant threat to public safety and economic stability. 

However, Italy has implemented a multifaceted approach to combatting 

crime, achieving notable successes while acknowledging ongoing 

challenges. This thesis will explore the historical context of organized 

crime in Italy, analyze the strategies employed by the Italian government, 

and evaluate their effectiveness in reducing crime rates and dismantling 

criminal networks. 
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This chapter will delve into the historical and social factors that 

contributed to the rise of organized crime in Italy. Key areas of focus will 

include.  Socioeconomic disparities. The stark economic divide between 

northern and southern Italy, with the south experiencing higher 

unemployment and poverty, created fertile ground for criminal activity to 

flourish. Weak state institutions. A historical lack of trust in central 

government, particularly in the south, led some communities to turn to 

criminal organizations for protection and dispute resolution.  Cultural 

factors: Concepts of "omertà" (code of silence) and family loyalty within 

certain communities unintentionally aided the operations of criminal 

groups [1]. 

This chapter will detail the various strategies employed by the Italian 

government to combat organized crime. These strategies can be categorized 

as follows:  Law enforcement: Increased police presence in areas with high 

crime rates, specialized anti-mafia units, and infiltration operations have 

targeted criminal organizations [2].  Judicial reforms: Witness protection 

programs, stricter sentencing laws for mafia-related offenses, and the 

seizure of assets acquired through illegal means have aimed to disrupt 

criminal activities and deter potential offenders. Social and economic 

development. Investments in infrastructure, education, and job creation in 

regions with high poverty rates aim to address the root causes of crime and 

provide alternative pathways for individuals [3,4]. 

This chapter will assess the effectiveness of the Italian government's 

approach to fighting crime. It will analyze: 

 • Reduction in crime rates: Official statistics on crime rates in Italy, 

particularly those related to organized crime activities such as drug 

trafficking and extortion, will be examined to gauge progress. 

 • Weakening of criminal organizations: The impact of law 

enforcement and judicial measures on the structure and operations of major 

criminal groups will be evaluated [5]. 

 • Challenges and future directions: Ongoing issues such as corruption 

within institutions, infiltration of legitimate businesses by criminal groups, 

and international cooperation will be identified, highlighting areas where 

further efforts are needed [6]. 



223 

Italy's fight against organized crime is a complex and ongoing process. 

While significant progress has been made in recent decades, challenges 

remain. 

The success of future efforts will depend on the continued 

commitment to a multifaceted approach, combining robust law 

enforcement with social and economic development initiatives. 

Additionally, fostering international cooperation is crucial to tackle 

transnational criminal networks. Through these efforts, Italy can strive for 

a safer and more prosperous future for its citizens. 
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NEW ZEALAND POLICE 

 

The New Zealand Police (Māori: Ngā Pirihimana o Aotearoa) is the 

national police force of New Zealand, responsible for enforcing criminal 


