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EVOLUTION OF COMMUNICATION LINKAGES OF CONDEMNED  
AS THE BASIS OF DEVELOPMENT OF MODERN PRISON SUBCULTURE

Preventing crime in prison is impossible without consolidation of efforts of law en-
forcement agencies, governmental agencies, local self-government and the public. We share 
the opinion of scholars-criminologists that crime prevention among prisoners is connected 
with coordination between administrative unsubordinated entities within their common goals 
and objectives. In addition, these entities interact on the basis of making joint decisions (mak-
ing suggestions concerning crime counteraction, development of guidelines, etc.); autonomy 
of everyone within its legal powers and prevention of replacement of one agency with another 
in the performance of coordination activities; personal responsibility for timely implementa-
tion of agreed measures.

The main sources of replenishment of “obshchak” (common fund of a criminal commu-
nity) in prison are:

1. From 5% to 20% of the winning weekly games “for the game sake” (cards, dominoes, 
backgammon);

2. Fee of convicted businessmen for personal safety at a rate that depends on the actual 
level of his wealth;

3. From 20% to 30% of the profits is acquired from the sale of goods “shyrpotreb”, 
which is made out of control of the administration;

4. From 10% to 20% of the earnings of working prisoners (“muzhik”) due to fraudulent 
employment of trusties;

5. From receipt (if required) of parcels from relatives or other persons, charities, civil 
and religious organizations.

Thus, the above examples and formulated problems again stress the need for a com-
prehensive study of the evolution of communication linkages of convicted as the basis of the 
modern prison subculture.


