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INTERNATIONAL LEGAL ASSISTANCE IN CRIMINAL 

PROCEEDINGS: CURRENT STATUS AND PROSPECTS OF 

DEVELOPMENT 

 

International legal assistance in criminal proceedings is a key 

tool for combating transnational crime, which is becoming increasingly 

globalized and complex in modern conditions. The concept of 

"international legal assistance" covers a set of actions by the competent 

authorities of one state at the request of the authorities of another one 

in order to obtain evidence, serve procedural documents, execute court 

decisions or carry out procedural actions necessary to ensure the 

legality and fairness of criminal proceedings [1]. 

Legislative and international regulation of the institution of legal 

assistance was established in numerous international treaties and 
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conventions, including the European Convention on Mutual Assistance 

in Criminal Matters of 1959 and additional protocols thereto, as well as 

the provisions of the Geneva Conventions on Legal Interaction between 

States in Criminal Matters [2]. In Ukraine, the regulatory framework 

includes the Criminal Procedure Code (Articles 541-550), the Law of 

Ukraine “On International Treaties of Ukraine” and the Law “On 

Private International Law”. The central bodies implementing 

international legal assistance are the Ministry of Justice and the 

Prosecutor General’s Office [3]. 

The institution of international legal assistance covers several 

main forms: 

• provision of evidence (testimonies, documents, material 

evidence); 

• service of procedural documents; 

• conduct of procedural actions on the territory of another state; 

• extradition of persons who have committed crimes; 

• transfer of criminal proceedings between states; 

• recognition and enforcement of foreign court decisions. 

The practical implementation of international legal assistance in 

Ukraine faces a number of problems. First, the length of procedures 

complicates the efficiency of the investigation and judicial proceedings. 

Second, the difference in the legal systems of the participating states 

can lead to conflicts and difficulties in executing requests. Thirdly, 

there are problems of ensuring human rights, since any action on the 

territory of another state requires compliance with international 

standards. Finally, insufficient coordination between state bodies 

complicates the effective execution of international requests [4]. 

According to the Prosecutor General’s Office of Ukraine, in 

2023, more than 400 requests for international legal assistance were 

registered, of which 65% concerned obtaining evidence, 20% ‒ 

extradition, and 15% ‒ execution of court decisions [5]. These data 

indicate a high demand for international legal assistance and the need 

to improve the procedures for its implementation. 

The prospects for the development of the institute include: 

• harmonization of national legislation with international 

standards; 

• use of modern electronic platforms for the exchange of 

procedural information; 
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• deepening cooperation with international organizations 

(Interpol, Europol, International Criminal Court); 

• improving the skills of employees of justice bodies and 

prosecutors in the field of international cooperation [6]. 

Thus, international legal assistance in criminal proceedings 

remains a relevant and necessary tool for ensuring the rule of law and 

effective justice. At the same time, practice requires constant 

improvement of regulatory mechanisms, increased coordination 

between agencies, and compliance with international human rights 

standards. 
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