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m Abstract. In the context of ongoing military hostilities, the problem of domestic violence in Ukraine is
becoming particularly acute, as it is transforming in its content, forms and the range of actors involved, while
one of the most vulnerable categories of victims remains elderly persons. The aim of this article was to conduct
a comparative legal analysis of international experience in preventing and investigating domestic violence
committed by military personnel upon their return from combat missions, as well as to identify opportunities
for adapting effective foreign approaches to the national criminal justice system. The study employs general
scientific and specialised legal methods, in particular the comparative legal, systemic-structural, logical-legal,
formal-dogmatic and generalisation methods. The study examined contemporary approaches to responding
to domestic violence in the context of armed conflicts and the post-war reintegration of military personnel.
The practices of the USA, Canada, the UK, Israel and Australia (the Family Advocacy Programme in the
USA, the CF Family Violence Prevention Programme in Canada) were analysed, in particular the functioning
of specialised support programmes for military families and mechanisms for inter-agency cooperation. A
trend towards the use of integrated models for countering violence, combining criminal law, psychological,
social and rehabilitation tools, has been identified. It was established that the effectiveness of such models
depends to a large extent on the early identification of risks of aggressive behaviour, mandatory psychological
support and specialised training for authorised personnel. A review of international experience has led to
the conclusion that a comprehensive approach to the protection of older people, as a particularly vulnerable
group of victims, is appropriate. The practical significance of the results lies in their potential use by legislative
bodies, law enforcement agencies, military units and specialists in the social and psychological fields when
improving mechanisms to combat domestic violence in Ukraine
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= Introduction

The establishment of a democratic state governed
by the rule of law is impossible without the effective
protection of human rights and freedoms, among
which the right to protection from domestic vio-
lence holds a special place. In the current context
of a rising number of domestic violence cases, par-
ticularly amidst active hostilities in Ukraine (Min-
istry of Internal Affairs of Ukraine, 2024), there is

a pressing need to improve investigation methods,
taking into account international experience and
best practices. V. Panasiuk (2023) emphasised that
older people constitute one of the vulnerable groups
in society, who are often dependent on the perpetra-
tor of the violence — relatives, carers or cohabitants.
This leads to a high rate of under-reporting of such
criminal offences, difficulties in gathering evidence,
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and specific requirements for pre-trial investigation
procedures.

European states, as well as Canada, the United
Kingdom and the United States, have accumulat-
ed significant experience in investigating criminal
offences related to domestic violence against older
people, based on an interdisciplinary approach and
close cooperation between law enforcement, social
and medical services. International standards, in par-
ticular the provisions of the Istanbul Convention® and
the UN Guidelines on the Protection of the Rights of
Older Persons?, set out clear guidelines for states in
the field of preventing and responding to violence.
At the same time, in Ukraine, the practice of investi-
gating such crimes is still in its infancy, requiring a
comprehensive analysis and adaptation of successful
international approaches.

Domestic violence, as a socio-legal phenome-
non, attracts the attention of scholars from various
fields, as reflected in numerous studies. In particular,
O.V. Pchelina (2020) developed methodological rec-
ommendations for investigating such crimes, empha-
sising the need for specialised approaches. The author
concluded that the effectiveness of investigating such
crimes is significantly reduced without the applica-
tion of specialised methodological recommendations,
as well as without taking into account the psycholog-
ical state of the victims and the repetitive nature of
the violent acts. G. Usatiy & V. Melyankov (2020) ex-
amined the issue of criminalising domestic violence,
justifying the need to strengthen criminal liability.
A number of researchers have examined the specif-
ic nature of violence against particular categories of
citizens. As a result of the study, the author justified
the need to strengthen criminal liability for system-
atic forms of violence, concluding that it is precise-
ly criminal law measures that play a key preventive
role in protecting victims. R. Erbas (2021) examined
the specific experiences of women who have suffered
violence. The author concluded that the fear of rev-
ictimisation, economic dependence and social stere-
otypes significantly hinder victims’ timely reporting
to law enforcement agencies, which negatively im-
pacts the effectiveness of investigations. E.L.N. Ma-
ciel et al. (2020) investigated the link between social
isolation and rising levels of domestic violence. The
study found that restrictions on social contact and
access to support services contribute to an increase in
the latency of violent behaviour and deepen victims’
dependence on the offender. Meanwhile, V. Bond-
ar (2020) proposed ways to counter this phenomenon
in Ukraine. The author concluded that a combination

of criminal law, social and preventive measures is
more effective than the isolated application of puni-
tive mechanisms alone.

A special place is occupied by a monograph in
which a new forensic methodology for investigating
domestic violence is proposed. The author developed
a model of the forensic characteristics of this offence,
focusing on the methods of its commission, the place
and time, as well as the traces of violence. She also
provided a forensic profile of both the offender and
the victim (Ishchenko, 2021). Y. Komarynska (2021)
examines the theoretical foundations and practical
aspects of investigating criminal offences related to
domestic violence. The results of the research in-
dicate that the key problems remain the untimely
recording of evidence and insufficient inter-agency
cooperation, which negatively affects the proof of
the offender’s guilt. Issues of counteracting criminal
offences against elderly persons have been studied
by such a scholar as M.A. Gershowitz (2021). The
author concluded that elderly people represent a par-
ticularly vulnerable category of victims due to phys-
ical and psychological limitations, as well as social
isolation, which necessitates specialised mechanisms
of legal protection. However, a comprehensive dis-
sertation-level study devoted specifically to domestic
violence against this category of the population has
not yet been conducted.

The aim of this article was to conduct a com-
parative analysis of international experience in the
investigation of domestic violence that has an indi-
rect causal relationship with military actions, in par-
ticular cases of such criminal offences committed by
military personnel. The research was aimed at iden-
tifying effective response mechanisms, organisation-
al models and legal approaches that may be adapt-
ed within the Ukrainian system of criminal justice.
To achieve this aim, the following objectives were
defined: (1) to analyse the regulatory and organisa-
tional foundations for investigating cases of domestic
violence in conditions of military hostilities in lead-
ing foreign countries, with a focus on offences com-
mitted by military personnel; (2) to identify effective
models of inter-agency cooperation (between law en-
forcement, social, medical and military institutions),
as well as to examine specialised programmes and
units aimed at preventing domestic violence among
military personnel (in particular the experience of
the United States, Canada, the United Kingdom, Isra-
el and Australia); (3) to formulate proposals for im-
proving Ukrainian practice of pre-trial investigation
of such offences, taking into account international

! Council of Europe Convention on Preventing and Combating Violence Against Women and Domestic Violence (Istanbul Convention). (2011,

April). Retrieved from https://rm.coe.int/168046031c.

2 Resolution of UN No. 46/91 “United Nations Principles for Older Persons”. (1999, December). Retrieved from https://www.ohchr.org/
en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/united-nations-principles-older-persons.
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standards, humanitarian principles and the necessity
of psychological support and rehabilitation for mili-
tary personnel.

= Materials and Methods

The research was conducted within the framework
of socio-legal and criminal law concepts that pro-
vide for a comprehensive analysis of the legal, social
and psychological aspects of domestic violence as a
multidimensional socio-legal phenomenon. The the-
oretical basis of the work consists of the principles
of criminology, criminal law and criminal procedure,
which allow domestic violence to be viewed not only
as a specific criminal offence, but also as a systemic
problem requiring specialised approaches to pre-trial
investigation. The concept of an integrated preven-
tive approach was of significant methodological im-
portance; according to this, effective counteraction
to domestic violence is based on a combination of
criminal law, organisational, social and psychologi-
cal measures, as well as on the coordination of ac-
tivities between law enforcement, social, medical
and military institutions. The conceptual framework
of the research also encompassed the principles of
international humanitarian law and human rights
regarding the protection of persons belonging to vul-
nerable groups of the population, particularly elderly
persons. This made it possible to compare interna-
tional standards of protection with the provisions of
Ukrainian national legislation and to assess the ex-
tent of their practical implementation in conditions
of military hostilities.

To achieve the aim of the article, a set of em-
pirical, comparative legal and specialised legal meth-
ods was applied. Among the empirical methods, the
method of observation was used, which made it pos-
sible to study the practice of pre-trial investigation
of domestic violence cases in Ukraine, as well as in
the United States, Canada, the United Kingdom, Isra-
el and Australia. Observation provided an opportu-
nity to identify the particularities of the responses of
law enforcement bodies, social services and military
structures to such offences, and also to assess organi-
sational and procedural aspects influencing the effec-
tiveness of investigations. The comparative method
was used to identify common and distinctive features
of legislation and organisational models in different
countries, in particular in the United States (U.S. De-
partment of Defense, 2026) and Canada (Canadian
Armed Forces, 2025). This method made it possible
to determine the possibilities of incorporating for-
eign experience into national criminal procedural
legislation, including the expansion of police powers,

the creation of multidisciplinary response groups
and specialised units for the investigation of offences
of this type. The research procedure was as follows:
1) collection of empirical and normative materials;
2) observation of investigative practice and analysis
of statistical data; 3) comparative legal analysis of
foreign models and programmes; 4) identification of
effective organisational and legal mechanisms; 5) for-
mulation of proposals for adapting international ex-
perience to Ukrainian pre-trial investigation practice.

The source base included Ukrainian legisla-
tive acts (the Criminal Code!, the Council of Eu-
rope Convention on Human Rights?), and official
statistics from the Prosecutor General’s Office of
Ukraine (2025). The y>-test was used to verify the
statistical significance of the changes. The use of
the aforementioned regulatory, empirical and ana-
lytical materials enabled a scientifically sound and
systematic analysis of international experience in in-
vestigating domestic violence committed by military
personnel against elderly persons, as well as the for-
mulation of practice-oriented recommendations for
improving mechanisms for pre-trial investigation, in-
ter-agency cooperation and the protection of victims’
rights within the Ukrainian criminal justice system,
taking into account international standards and the
realities of wartime.

m Results

The conducted research made it possible to identify
key trends in the development of international ap-
proaches to the investigation of domestic violence
that is indirectly conditioned by the circumstances
of military hostilities, as well as the specific features
of responding to cases of violence committed by mil-
itary personnel against family members and elderly
persons. J. Dodge et al. (2025), in their systematic
review, emphasise the importance of an integrated
approach to the prevention and investigation of do-
mestic violence in military families, which combines
the activities of the police, social services, judicial
authorities and psychological support for victims,
and also includes preventive and educational pro-
grammes for offenders and potentially vulnerable
groups. They note that particular attention should
be paid to cases where violence is a consequence of
combat experience, as such offenders often display
symptoms of post-traumatic disorders. J. Petersson et
al. (2025) examine the practice of the Scandinavian
countries, where a special role is assigned to preven-
tive measures, in particular to a system of inter-agen-
cy cooperation between the police, healthcare servic-
es and municipalities. They emphasise that effective

! Criminal Code of Ukraine. (2001, April). Retrieved from https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/2341-14.
2 Council of Europe Convention on Preventing and Combating Violence Against Women and Domestic Violence (Istanbul Convention). (2011,

April). Retrieved from https://rm.coe.int/168046031c.
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response is possible only when the risk of violence is
identified in a timely manner and early intervention
within the families of military personnel is ensured.
S. Miiller et al. (2021) analyse the experience of Ger-
many, where specialised crisis assistance centres
have been established for elderly persons who have
suffered from domestic violence. The authors empha-
sise that a key factor of success is the combination
of forensic procedures with systematic psychological
rehabilitation of victims, which helps to reduce the
latency of such crimes.

The analysis of official data from the Prosecutor
General’s Office of Ukraine (2025) indicates a steady
increase in the number of criminal offences related to
domestic violence committed by military personnel
during the period 2022-2025. Whereas in 2022 only 4
cases of domestic violence committed by military per-
sonnel were recorded, in 2023 their number increased
to 45, in 2024 to 150, and during the first nine months
of 2025 this figure reached 114 cases, which is almost
equal to the annual figure for the previous year. The
analysis of official statistical data from the Prosecutor
General’s Office of Ukraine (2025) also demonstrates
a persistent upward trend in the number of criminal
offences related to domestic violence committed by
military personnel. At the same time, the use of abso-
lute indicators alone does not allow for well-ground-
ed causal conclusions, as during this period the over-
all size of the Armed Forces of Ukraine increased
significantly. For this reason, the research employed
relative indicators that make it possible to assess
more accurately the actual dynamics of such offences.

Taking into account official data on the number
of military personnel, it was established that in 2022

the level of domestic violence committed by mili-
tary personnel amounted to approximately 0.02 cas-
es per 1,000 members of the armed forces, whereas
in 2023 this indicator increased to 0.17, in 2024 to
0.52, and during the first nine months of 2025 to
0.39 cases per 1,000 military personnel. Thus, even
considering the growth in the number of armed
forces personnel, the relative level of such offences
demonstrates a multiple increase, which indicates a
rise in socio-criminal tension rather than merely a
quantitative effect of mobilisation. Additional con-
firmation of this conclusion is provided by the anal-
ysis of the proportion of military personnel within
the overall structure of criminal offences related to
domestic violence. Whereas in 2022 such offences
accounted for less than 0.1% of the total number of
recorded domestic violence cases, in 2024-2025 this
share increased to almost 1%. The increase in the
proportion of military personnel within the structure
of such offences indicates a transformation in the so-
cio-criminal configuration of domestic violence in
conditions of military hostilities.

According to Table 1, the relative indicators
demonstrate that the increase in the number of cases
of domestic violence among military personnel can-
not be explained solely by the growth in the number
of armed forces personnel. For example, in 2024 the
relative indicator amounted to 0.517 per 1,000 mil-
itary personnel, which is 32 times higher than the
corresponding indicator for 2022 (0.016). The share
of military personnel among all cases of domestic vi-
olence increased from 0.04% in 2022 to more than
1% in 2024, indicating a genuine increase in the rel-
ative weight of this category of offenders.

Table 1. Relative indicators of cases of domestic violence committed by military personnel

Absolute number | Number of military Relative mdl.c'ator Total number O.f Share of military
Year (per 1,000 military | cases of domestic
of cases personnel . personnel (%)
personnel) violence
2022 4 250,000 0.016 10,000 0.04
2023 45 270,000 0.167 12,000 0.38
2024 150 290,000 0.517 14,500 1.03
2025 (9 months) 114 295,000 0.386 11,800 0.97

Note: relative indicators are calculated per 1,000 military personnel
Source: summarised and calculated by the author on the basis of data from the Prosecutor General’s Office

of Ukraine (2025)

To verify the statistical significance of the chang-
es, the ? test was applied to compare proportions
for the years 2022 and 2024. The obtained results
(x*> = 92.12; p < 0.05) allow the null hypothesis
concerning the random nature of the changes to
be rejected. This indicates a statistically significant
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increase in the proportion of military personnel among
individuals who committed domestic violence and
confirms the systemic nature of the identified trend.
For a more in-depth analysis, relative indicators were
used — the number of cases per 1,000 military per-
sonnel. These demonstrate a steady trend towards an
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increase in the intensity of domestic violence specif-
ically among military personnel, suggesting a rise in
socio-criminal tension within this group. Such tension
arises from prolonged exposure to combat stress, psy-
chological trauma, symptoms of post-traumatic stress
disorder, as well as difficulties with social and fami-
ly reintegration upon return from the combat zone.

The military factor thus becomes a defining el-
ement in the structure of domestic violence during
hostilities, requiring the adaptation of international
response practices. At the same time, the conclusion
regarding the link between the rise in such offences
and the psychological consequences of combat op-
erations — in particular post-traumatic stress disor-
der and difficulties with post-demobilisation adapta-
tion — requires cautious interpretation. The available
statistical data do not allow for the establishment of
a direct causal link; however, a comparison of pre-
war and wartime figures, as well as comparisons with
international studies in the US, Canada and the UK,
indicate an increased risk of aggressive behaviour
among individuals who have experienced prolonged
combat stress. At the same time, the influence of oth-
er factors cannot be ruled out, in particular changes
in the practice of recording and registering offenc-
es, an increase in the detection of domestic violence
cases, growing public sensitivity to this issue, and
the intensified work of law enforcement and social
services. It is for this reason that the findings are re-
garded as empirically confirmed evidence of a gener-
al increase in socio-criminal tension, which calls for
further interdisciplinary research and the implemen-
tation of specialised preventive and rehabilitative
measures for military personnel.

In many countries with professional armed forc-
es — notably the US, Canada, the UK, Israel and Aus-
tralia — there are special programmes aimed at identi-
fying, investigating and preventing domestic violence
among military personnel (United States Department
of the Army Family and MWR Command, Family
Programs Directorate, 2007). These programmes
are based on a combination of criminal law and so-
cio-psychological measures, including rehabilitation,
behavioural monitoring and support for victims. For
example, the US operates the Family Advocacy Pro-
gramme (FAP), which provides for the mandatory in-
vestigation of every case of domestic violence among
military families, psychological counselling and co-
ordination with the civilian police and courts.

The experience of NATO member states demon-
strates that the problem of violence in military fam-
ilies is recognised as part of national security and
the moral climate of the armed forces. In the United
States, the Family Advocacy Program (FAP) operates,
which provides for the mandatory investigation of
every case, psychological assessment of the offender,
coordination between military police, social services
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and courts, as well as rehabilitation courses aimed at
preventing recidivism (Dodge et al., 2025). In Cana-
da, the Family Violence Prevention Program is in op-
eration, focusing on the early identification of risks
of violence in military families and on mandatory be-
havioural correction programmes for offenders (Ca-
nadian Armed Forces, 2025). The system combines
disciplinary and criminal liability and closely coop-
erates with civilian police (Public Health Agency of
Canada, 2025). In the United Kingdom, the Armed
Forces Domestic Abuse Policy has been introduced,
which provides for the establishment of specialised
domestic abuse officers in every military unit, the
protection of victims (including the provision of tem-
porary accommodation), and cooperation with lo-
cal authorities and non-governmental organisations
(Yilmaz et al., 2022). In Israel, the National Program
for Prevention and Treatment of Domestic Violence
operates with the aim of ensuring interaction and
coordination between services, demonstrating that
a systematic approach to the prevention of violence
and support for victims can increase the effective-
ness of protection for vulnerable groups and requires
appropriate adaptation to national conditions. It in-
cludes psychological assessment of military person-
nel, training in emotional control, and support for
military families who have experienced violence.

Taking national conditions into account, it ap-
pears advisable to introduce a military response sys-
tem for cases of domestic violence that would include
the establishment of specialised military centres for
counteracting violence with dedicated hotlines and
confidential psychological support, the conduct of
mandatory psychological assessments following com-
bat rotations, the development of rehabilitation pro-
grammes for military personnel who have committed
acts of violence (including anti-aggression training
and cognitive behavioural therapy), and the provi-
sion of close coordination between military and civil-
ian institutions — such as the police, the prosecution
service and social services. Such an approach would
contribute to the timely identification of risks, the
prevention of repeated cases of violence and the ef-
fective social reintegration of military personnel. The
use of these international models may become an ef-
fective direction for the modernisation of Ukrainian
practice of pre-trial investigation, contributing not
only to the protection of victims but also to the re-
habilitation of military personnel who have become
offenders as a result of combat stress.

Based on the analysis of international experience
and Ukrainian realities, it is possible to identify a
number of directions that have practical potential for
implementation within the system of military justice
and the criminal prosecution of offences related to
domestic violence committed by military personnel,
which are summarised in Table 2.
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Table 2. Comparative analysis of international experience in combating domestic violence committed by
military personnel

Country

Key measures

Results

Recommendations for Ukraine

United States

Family Advocacy Program (FAP) — a
comprehensive programme for supporting
military families that provides for the
mandatory investigation of every case
of domestic violence, assessment of the
psychological condition of offenders, anger
management courses, mandatory notification
of the civilian police, and the provision of
psychological assistance to victims.

Reduction in repeat incidents
of violence by 35%, increased

trust of military families in the
command structure, and the

formation of practices of inter-
agency cooperation between
the military, courts and social

services.

Establish a Military Violence
Response Centre that would
combine investigation,
psychological support and legal
assistance; introduce psycho-
correction and emotional
management courses for military
personnel.

Canada

CF Family Violence Prevention Program — a
system for the early identification of risks
of violence in military families, mandatory
training on non-violent behaviour,
behavioural rehabilitation programmes for
offenders, and cooperation with civilian
police.

Reduction in the recurrence of
violence, high participation of
military personnel in training
programmes (over 70%), and
improved coordination between
civilian and military institutions.

Introduce mandatory
rehabilitation and training
programmes for military
offenders, as well as create
a system of inter-agency
coordination between the Armed
Forces of Ukraine, the Ministry of
Internal Affairs and the Ministry
of Social Policy.

United
Kingdom

Armed Forces Domestic Abuse Policy —
the establishment of violence prevention
officers in every military unit; a system of
anonymous reporting; provision of temporary
accommodation for victims; and cooperation
with the police and non-governmental
organisations

An increase in the number of
reports of violence by 60%,
identification of cases at early
stages, and a reduction in the
number of serious offences.

Introduce the institution of
military officers responsible
for the prevention of domestic
violence, develop an anonymous
reporting system and
programmes for the protection of
affected families.

Israel

National Program for Prevention and
Treatment of Domestic Violence —
psychological monitoring after combat
operations, mandatory emotional assessments
of military personnel, training in aggression
management, and support for military
families.

A 40% decrease in the level
of violence among military
personnel with combat
experience, alongside
improvements in the psycho-
emotional well-being of military
families.

Implement psychological
screening after rotations,
programmes aimed at preventing
aggressive behaviour, and
establish a family support service
for military personnel within
the structure of the Ministry of
Defence of Ukraine.

Australia

ADF Family and Domestic Violence
Strategy (2022) — online consultations
through the Open Arms — Veterans & Families
Counselling platform, partnerships with crisis
centres, emotional literacy courses, and a
system of confidential reporting.

A 40% reduction in the level
of domestic violence over five
years and increased trust of
military families in the military
command.

Develop a National Strategy of
the Armed Forces of Ukraine
for the prevention of violence,
create an online platform for
anonymous reporting, and
integrate support for veterans.

Germany

Mobile Einsatzteams (Bundeswehr) — mobile
response teams within military units that
include psychologists, lawyers and social

workers, with close coordination with
civilian institutions.

Operational response to 92%
of incidents within 48 hours
and a significant reduction in
the number of severe cases of
violence.

Establish mobile response groups
in garrisons, ensuring they
include psychologists and social
specialists.

Poland

Program szkoleniowy ,,Przemoc w rodzinie —
interwencja wojskowa” (2019) - training
modules for the military police (Zandarmeria
Wojskowa) on documenting offences, crisis
intervention, mediation in conflict-affected
families, and a code of ethical conduct.

An increase in the number of
identified cases of violence by
25%, improved quality of the
evidentiary base in criminal
proceedings, and enhanced
cooperation between military and
civilian authorities.

Introduce mandatory training
courses for military investigators,
develop a code of ethics for
military personnel in the sphere
of family relations, and certify
instructor-trainers.

Source: compiled by the author based on United States Department of Army Family and MWR Command,
Family Programs Directorate (2007), S. Yilmaz et al. (2022), Australian Department of Defence (2023),
J. Dodge et al. (2025), K.L. Bugaychuk (2025), Public Health Agency of Canada (2025)

An effective step is the establishment of mili-
tary units or services for counteracting domestic vi-
olence, similar to the Family Advocacy Program in
the United States or the CF Family Violence Preven-
tion Program in Canada. Such structures should op-
erate within the Ministry of Defence or the National
Guard of Ukraine and ensure the following: response
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tive activities aimed at

to cases of domestic violence committed by military
personnel; confidential psychological counselling for
both offenders and victims; legal assistance and coor-
dination with civilian justice authorities; and preven-

identifying risk groups and

preventing recidivism (Dodge et al., 2025). In par-
ticular, it would be advisable to establish a Military
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Domestic Violence Response Centre, which would in-
clude: a dedicated helpline for service personnel and
their families; a team of psychologists, lawyers and
social workers operating on a confidential basis; the
option to seek help anonymously without fear of dis-
ciplinary consequences.

Given the prevalence of post-traumatic stress
disorder (PTSD) among participants in combat op-
erations, the introduction of mandatory training and
psychological assessments after combat rotations
is extremely important. In Israeli practice, this has
become one of the key preventive strategies — reg-
ular testing of military personnel for signs of emo-
tional instability or a tendency towards violent
behaviour. In addition, the approach of rehabilita-
tion programmes for individuals who have already
committed acts of violence has proven effective:
anti-aggression courses, group psychotherapy and
behavioural correction under the supervision of
psychologists and social workers. These measures
help not only to avoid recidivism but also contrib-
ute to the social reintegration of military personnel
(Yilmaz et al., 2022). Within the Australian Defence
Force (ADF), a Unified Strategy for the Prevention
of Family Violence and Support for Military Families
(ADF Family and Domestic Violence Strategy) oper-
ates. It was approved by the Ministry of Defence in
2016 and updated in 2022. Its main objective is to
create a safe environment for members of military
families in which psychological well-being is recog-
nised as a component of combat readiness.

The key directions include online consultations
through the Open Arms — Veterans & Families Coun-
selling platform; partnerships with crisis centres and
services supporting victims of violence; courses in
emotional literacy and aggression management for
military personnel and command staff; and a sys-
tem of confidential reporting of incidents of violence
within the ADF. According to data from the Austral-
ian Department of Defence (2023), the implementa-
tion of this programme made it possible to reduce the
number of confirmed cases of domestic violence by
40% over five years and to increase the level of trust
of military families in the command structure.

In the Bundeswehr, a system of mobile response
teams (Mobile Einsatzteams) operates, created
within military units in cooperation with the Min-
istry of Defence and the Federal Ministry for Fam-
ily Affairs (Bundeswehr Centre for Military Mental
Health, 2022). These teams include military psy-
chologists, social workers, lawyers and represent-
atives of the military police (Feldjager). The main
tasks of the military mobile response teams are to re-
spond promptly to reports of violence within military

families, to provide psychological support to family
|

members following crisis incidents, assessing risks
and coordinating with civilian structures — social ser-
vices, municipal shelters and other institutions pro-
viding support to victims. An important function of
such teams is also reporting to the command for the
timely adoption of decisions regarding disciplinary
or medical-psychological measures. According to a
report by the Bundeswehr Centre for Military Mental
Health (2022), this system ensured a rapid response
to 92% of incidents within the first 48 hours and con-
tributed to a reduction in the number of serious cases
of domestic violence among military families.

In the Armed Forces of the Republic of Poland
(Sity Zbrojne RP), a programme for improving the
qualifications of the military police in responding to
cases of domestic violence is being implemented. The
programme was introduced in 2019 under the aus-
pices of the Polish Ministry of National Defence in
cooperation with the Institute of Psychology of the
University of Warsaw. The key components of this
system include training modules aimed at recog-
nising signs of violence, documenting traces of the
offence and ensuring effective communication with
victims. Particular attention is given to training in
crisis intervention and mediation in conflict-affected
families, as well as to the introduction of a code of
ethical conduct for military personnel in family rela-
tions. No less important is the creation of a system
for the certification of instructor-trainers who will be
able to provide training for personnel within military
units. Equally important is the well-established co-
operation between military and civilian institutions,
in particular the National Police, courts, the prosecu-
tion service and centres for free legal aid. A similar
model operates in the United Kingdom, where po-
lice units cooperate with social services and military
structures, ensuring the exchange of information and
joint responses to cases of domestic violence (Yil-
maz et al., 2022).

In Ukraine, it is advisable to introduce discipli-
nary liability in military regulations for the com-
mission of domestic violence, which must be ac-
companied by mandatory reporting to civilian law
enforcement agencies to initiate criminal proceed-
ings in accordance with Article 1267 of the Criminal
Code of Ukraine'. The development of an effective
system to combat domestic violence in the military
environment is not only a legal but also a humanitar-
ian necessity. The implementation of such measures
will help reduce social tension and prevent trage-
dies linked to combat stress, as well as boost trust in
the army, which is of paramount importance during
a period of martial law. Furthermore, this will en-
sure more effective protection for women, children
and the elderly — the most vulnerable categories of

! Criminal Code of Ukraine. (2001, April). Retrieved from https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/2341-14.
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victims of violence — and will contribute to the devel-
opment of a culture of responsible military leadership.

Thus, adapting international experience in the
field of combating domestic violence committed by
military personnel is both appropriate and timely for
Ukraine. The implementation of a comprehensive ap-
proach combining prevention, psychological support,
legal accountability and rehabilitation will ensure
more effective investigations, the protection of vic-
tims and the social reintegration of military personnel
who have experienced combat stress. Such steps will
not only strengthen the national security system but
also contribute to the humanisation of military culture
and the restoration of public trust in state institutions.

m Discussion

A comparative analysis of international experience in
investigating domestic violence that has an indirect
causal link to military operations, particularly cases
of such criminal offences committed by military per-
sonnel, has shown that this problem is universal in
nature, however, the ways of responding to it vary
significantly depending on the legal system, military
culture and the level of social support for victims.
The conducted research confirmed the conclusions
formulated in the works of J. Dodge et al. (2025),
who emphasise that effective counteraction to do-
mestic violence within the military environment
is possible only under conditions of integrated co-
operation between military, law enforcement and
social institutions. A similar view is expressed by
L.C. Gongcalves et al. (2022), who underline that the
borrowing of international legal models must be ac-
companied by adaptation to the national context and
the creation of mechanisms for monitoring their im-
plementation. This corresponds with the results of
the present study, as a direct relationship was identi-
fied between combat experience, emotional instabil-
ity and the likelihood of military personnel commit-
ting domestic violence.

K.L. Bugaychuk (2025), in a comparative study
of foreign practices of preventing and counteract-
ing domestic violence in European Union countries,
particularly in Poland, emphasises the importance of
coordination between the police, social services, lo-
cal authorities and non-governmental organisations
within the framework of a comprehensive response
to cases of family violence. The author highlights
that such an inter-agency approach — combining risk
assessment, information exchange and joint planning
of protective measures — makes it possible to respond
more effectively to domestic violence and support
victims. However, the transformation of such prac-
tices into Ukrainian realities requires consideration
of the specific features of the national policing and
social systems, including resource and organisa-
tional constraints. At the same time, J. Petersson et
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al. (2025), in their research devoted to Scandinavian
experience, emphasise the importance of integrated
cooperation between the police and social services,
which includes risk assessment, risk management
and coordination of support for victims of domes-
tic violence as a key component of prevention and
effective response to cases of family violence. Their
research shows that such an inter-agency approach
contributes to improving practical cooperation be-
tween law enforcement and social agencies; howev-
er, the transformation of these models to Ukrainian
conditions requires adaptation in view of the national
characteristics of the social support system and law
enforcement practice. This view is also supported by
R. Shinwari et al. (2021), who note that the preven-
tive component of counteracting violence should be
a key element of state policy rather than merely a
consequence of criminal law responses. Thus, the in-
troduction of mandatory psychological assessments
after combat rotations may partially compensate for
the absence of an extensive system of inter-agency
control characteristic of the Scandinavian countries.
I.A. Botnarenko (2021) emphasises that the ini-
tial stage of investigating cases of domestic violence
is critically important for establishing accurate facts,
documenting evidence and ensuring the effectiveness
of subsequent legal procedures. Proper documenta-
tion and compliance with procedural norms at this
stage significantly influence the success of criminal
prosecution and the protection of victims. The views
of A. Miiller et al. (2021), who studied the problem of
violence against elderly persons in post-conflict soci-
eties, correspond with the conclusions of the present
research. They emphasise that successful investiga-
tion of such offences requires a combination of foren-
sic procedures with systematic psychological rehabil-
itation of victims. This idea is further developed by
the Ukrainian researchers M.M. Legenska (2017) and
U.M. Mytniuk (2019), who point out that the inte-
gration of social and psychological methods into the
process of investigating domestic violence makes it
possible to minimise the risk of secondary victimi-
sation. At the same time, unlike the German mod-
el, the Ukrainian system currently lacks a sufficient
number of institutions capable of providing compre-
hensive assistance to victims, which creates a signif-
icant gap in law enforcement practice. The study by
S. Yilmaz et al. (2022), which examines the British
response system within military units, is based on the
concept of the Violence Prevention Officers scheme
and the anonymous reporting system. According to
the authors, trust is a key factor determining the rate
at which cases of violence are identified. A similar
position is expressed by H. Popov (2018), analys-
ing the experience of Sweden, where transparen-
cy of procedures and interagency cooperation have
become the foundation of a successful policy for

Scientific Journal of the National Academy of Internal Affairs, 31(1)




International experience in investigating domestic...

preventing violence. These conclusions correspond
with the results of the present study, since Ukrain-
ian military formations demonstrate a low level of
reporting due to fear of punishment and social stig-
ma. It can therefore be assumed that the introduction
of a similar system of confidential reporting would
increase the effectiveness of response mechanisms.

Research by international academic institutions
indicates that systematic and continuous psychologi-
cal monitoring of military personnel is a key element
in the prevention of mental and behavioural disor-
ders. Early detection of emotional disturbances and
timely psychological intervention help to reduce the
risk of escalating destructive and aggressive behav-
iour, as well as improving the functioning of the ser-
vice member’s family. These findings are consistent
with the results of the current study, which are sup-
ported by international research in the field of mili-
tary personnel’s mental health (National Academies
of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine, 2014). These
findings fully support the conclusions of the current
study. A similar view is expressed by R. Erbas (2021),
who notes that effective prevention is only possible
through a comprehensive approach combining dis-
ciplinary, psychological and social mechanisms.
The Australian ADF Family and Domestic Violence
Strategy (Australian Department of Defence, 2023)
demonstrates high effectiveness through the integra-
tion of digital technologies (Open Arms — Veterans
& Families Counselling online consultations) with
partnerships with crisis centres. Unlike the Australi-
an system, Ukraine lacks the necessary infrastructure
for remote psychological support, which underscores
the need to establish a national online platform for
military families.

The German Mobile Einsatzteams model (Bun-
deswehr Centre for Military Mental Health, 2022) is
recognised as one of the most effective. It is based
on inter-agency coordination between military per-
sonnel, psychologists and social workers, ensuring a
rapid response to crisis situations. This approach is
supported by O.S. Dmytrashchuk (2020), who points
out that cross-sectoral cooperation is key to the time-
ly investigation of crimes against vulnerable individ-
uals. Ukrainian practice is currently only at the stage
of forming such groups; however, analysis suggests
that their implementation is a promising direction for
reforming military justice. I. Andrusiak (2023) em-
phasises that the low level of professional training of
Ukrainian investigators constitutes a significant bar-
rier to the effective investigation of violence against
elderly persons. These findings are supported by the
present study, which suggests that the creation of a
certification system for instructor-trainers in military
academies should become a priority of state policy.

Furthermore, it is advisable to take into account
the provisions of the Istanbul Convention, which
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emphasises the need to harmonise national response
mechanisms, promote inter-state cooperation and
standardise procedures for investigating cases of vio-
lence. The document emphasises that effective coun-
teraction to domestic violence requires coordinated
action by states, the exchange of best practices, and
the implementation of uniform response protocols.
In the context of this study, this is of particular im-
portance, as the development of unified approaches
to investigating cases of violence in military families
would promote compatibility of procedures within
the framework of international cooperation and in-
crease the effectiveness of law enforcement. Thus,
the results of the conducted research generally cor-
respond with the trends described in the works of in-
ternational and Ukrainian scholars. At the same time,
the differences lie in the level of institutional capac-
ity and resource provision. Whereas in NATO coun-
tries systems for preventing violence are integrated
into the military structure, in Ukraine they are still in
the process of formation. Therefore, further research
should be aimed at developing a national strategy for
counteracting domestic violence within the military
environment, based on international standards and
taking into account the conditions of martial law.

m Conclusions

The conducted research was devoted to a compar-
ative legal analysis of international experience in
the investigation of domestic violence committed by
military personnel in the context of military hostili-
ties and after their return from the performance of
combat duties. The stated objective was achieved
through a comprehensive analysis of legal, organisa-
tional and psychological mechanisms for responding
to this category of criminal offences in leading states
of the world and by comparing them with the reali-
ties in Ukraine. The study analysed the legal frame-
work for combating domestic violence, the specific
features of pre-trial investigations into such crimes,
as well as the functioning of specialised programmes
and units in the USA, Canada, the UK, Israel, Austral-
ia, Germany and Poland. It was found that the effec-
tiveness of responses to domestic violence in a mil-
itary environment depends to a large extent on the
level of institutionalisation of relevant mechanisms,
the existence of inter-agency coordination, and the
integration of psychological support into the criminal
justice system. An analysis of pre-trial investigation
practices showed that the combination of criminal
law, social and rehabilitation tools helps to reduce
the recurrence of violent behaviour and increase the
protection of victims.

A comparative analysis of legislation and organ-
isational models has established that, despite differ-
ences in legal systems, the states under study share
a common approach to understanding the problem
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of domestic violence among military personnel as a
multidimensional socio-legal phenomenon. The expe-
rience of Israel confirms the importance of systemat-
ic psychological support following combat rotations;
the Canadian model demonstrates the effectiveness
of inter-agency cooperation; British practice high-
lights the significance of specialised institutions and
confidential reporting channels; the Australian ap-
proach is characterised by the integration of digital
tools and partnership networks; the German system
of mobile response teams proves the effectiveness of
rapid interdisciplinary intervention; and the Polish
experience demonstrates the impact of specialised
training for military police on the quality of inves-
tigations and the rate of detection of such offences.
Summarising the obtained results, it may be con-
cluded that effective counteraction to domestic vio-
lence committed by military personnel is possible only
through a comprehensive approach that combines
criminal law mechanisms with psychological support

and organisational instruments of inter-agency coop-
eration. At the same time, a limitation of the research
is the lack of complete and comparable statistical
data in open sources concerning such offences within
the military environment, which complicates deeper
quantitative analysis. Promising directions for further
scientific research include the study of the effective-
ness of specific rehabilitation programmes for military
personnel, as well as the development of methodolo-
gies for assessing the risks of domestic violence tak-
ing into account the consequences of combat stress.
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MixxHapoaHUI focBia po3cniayBaHHSA AOMaLWIHbOIO HACUNbCTBA,
BUMHEHOro BiNCbKOBMMM: NMOPIBHANIbHO-NMPAaBOBUM aHani3
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m AHoTamiAa. B yMoBax BOEHHHUX [iii mpo6jieMa JOMAIIHbOTO HACUJIbCTBA B YKpaiHi HaGyBae€ 0COGIMBOL
aKTyaJIbHOCTi, OCKiJIbKM TpaHChOpPMyeTbCA 3a 3MicTOM, ¢opMaMu Ta CyO’€KTHHM CKJIQOM, a OAHI€l0 3
HaWBPa3JIUBIMINX KaTeropiii MOoTepHiinxX 3aJIMIIalThCA 0COOU MOXUJIOTro BiKy. MeTolo CcTaTTi € 3AiliCHEHH:A
MOPiBHAJIBHO-NIPABOBOTO aHaJli3y MiXXHApOAHOIO [AOCBifly 3amobiraHHsA Ta po3CaifyBaHHA JOMAIIHbOTO
HaCWJIbCTBA, BUMHEHOrO BiliICBKOBOCJIYKOOBLAMU IIiCJIA NOBEPHEHHS 3 BHUKOHAHHA OOMOBUX 3aBJaHb, a
TakoX BU3HAUYeHHA MOXJIMBOCTeN ajamnTalil epeKTUBHUX 3apyOiKHUX MiAXOMiB A0 HalLliOHAJIbHOI CUCTEMU
KpUMiHaJIbHOI IOCTUIlil. ¥ AOCIiJXeHHi BUKOPHCTAHO 3arajlbHOHAYKOBi Ta cheliaJIbHO-IOPUANYHI MeTOAU,
30KpeMa MOpiBHAJIBHO-NIPAaBOBUN, CUCTEMHO-CTPYKTYPHUM, JIOTiKO-IOPUAUYHUN, (HOpPMasIbHO-AOTMaTUYHUMI
Ta MeTOoJ[ y3arajibHeHHA. Y Mexax poOoTu OyJjo AOCTiJXKeHO CydacHi MiAXoau OO pearyBaHHA Ha
JOMaIIIHE HAaCUJIbCTBO B YMOBAaX 30pPOMHNX KOH(JIIKTIB i MiCJIABOEHHOI peiHTerparii BiliCbKOBOCIY>XOOBIIiB.
ITpoanastizoBaHo npaktuky CIIIA, Kanaau, Benmkoi Bpuranii, I3paiio ta Ascrpadii (Family Advocacy Program
y CIIA, CF Family Violence Prevention Program y Kanapi), 30kpeMa (YHKIiOHyBaHHs CIeIliajli30BaHUX
nporpaM MOiATPUMKH ciMel BifICBKOBUX i MeXaHi3MiB MiXBiJloMuOl B3aeMofil. BuABJieHO TeHAEHI[il0 [0
3aCTOCYBaHHA i{HTErpoBaHMX MoJesjlell NPOTH[il HACHJIbCTBY, IO MOEAHYIOTh KPHMiHaJIbHO-NPAaBOBI,
MICUXOJIOTiuHi, colianpHi Ta peabijiTauiiiHi iHCTpyMeHTH. Bysio BCTaHOBJEHO, IO e(EeKTHBHICTh TaKUX
mozeell 6e3nocepeqHbO 3aJIeKUTh Biff pAHHBOTO BHUABJIEHHA PU3UKIB arpecUBHOI MOBEAiHKU, 000B’I3KOBO1
MICUXOJIOTIYHOI [JOTMOMOTHM Ta crHelfiajli3oBaHOl MiATOTOBKUA YIIOBHOBaXeHUX CyO’€KTiB. Y3arajibHeHH:A
MiXHapOJHOTr'0 AOCBiMy Aajio 3MOry cGopMyJIloBaTA BUCHOBOK IIPO JOLJIbHICTh KOMIIJIEKCHOTO MiAXOAY M0
3axXMCTy 0Ci0 IOXMUJIOTO BiKy K OCOOJIMBO BPa3JIMBOl Ipynu NMOTepmijnx. [IpakThuHe 3HaUeHHs pe3yJIbTaTiB
NOJIATAaE B MOXJIMBOCTI IX BUKOPUCTaHHsA 3aKOHOJABYMMH OpraHaM{, IIPaBOOXOPOHHUMH CTPYKTypaMH,
BilicbkoBUMU (OpMyBaHHAMHU U (axiBIAMM COIL[iaJIbHOI Ta ICHUXOJIOTiIYHOI cdep mif yac yIOCKOHaJIeHH:
MeXaHi3MiB NpOTUAil JOMAIIHbOMY HaCUJIbCTBY B YKpaiHi

m KUTi04oBi cJioBa: JOCyIOBe pO3CJIilyBaHHs; MPABONOPYIIEHHs; TPOTUIis; MiXKHAPOJHI MPAKTUKM; GOMOBi
Ail B Ykpaini
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